
 
     

    
     

 

 

 
  

 
 

  
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From: 
To:	 Farnsworth, George@CDPR 
Cc:	 JSNYDER@RIVCOAG.ORG; R, K@CDFA; pastor@riversidecfb.com; lcooper@datesaregreat.com; Leahy, 

Brian@CDPR 
Subject:	 Re: DPR School Site Hearing 
Date:	 Wednesday, June 10, 2015 11:43:09 AM 

George, (and Chief Dep. Dir. Reardon) 

Thank you for hosting the DPR hearing here in Coachella yesterday and inviting our input as a grower 
community regarding pesticide use near schools.  I appreciate your awareness of the issues and your 
objective approach to the matter.....as you know, mandates like this can easily grow into bureaucratic 
and economic monstrosities that even many proponents never had intended....with consequences that 
can overwhelmingly outweigh any positive gains envisioned. 

I want to restate the point I shared at the meeting that the current pesticides we use are new 
generation/low risk types that literally go on in ounces per acre quantities....probably much lower risk 
and lower application rates than what are being utilized on school campuses. 

I close with mentioning that the general regulatory systems in place in CA and managed through the 
Ag Commisioners seem to be doing the job quite well by the numbers you presented and I 
suggest/request that you consider including in your report of pesticide related inquiries an estimate of 
the amount of application events near school sites in that same period of time...that would add the 
proper perspective and bring an equitable balance to the discussion....with a solid defense of the 
current systems in place in my opinion....even more so when you whittle down the inquiries to actual 
actionable events....which is virtually running at or near zero percent in the last 4 years. 

On a separate note....dates are nearly always excluded on the registrations of most formulations and it 
certainly leaves our industry exposed to potentially devastating pest infestations from invasive species. 
The Red Palm Weevil was one recent issue, and the latest is now the Pink Hibiscus Mealy Bug in 
neighboring urban communities.  Both John Snyder and Secretary Ross have mentioned that Director 
Leahy is personally aware of our plight and I will be pursuing a follow -up letter on behalf of the 
California Date Commission addressing this matter soon. 

Sincerely, 

Albert Keck 
Hadley Date Gardens 
and Chairman, California Date Commission 

mailto:George.Farnsworth@cdpr.ca.gov
mailto:JSNYDER@RIVCOAG.ORG
mailto:KB.R@cdfa.ca.gov
mailto:pastor@riversidecfb.com
mailto:lcooper@datesaregreat.com
mailto:Brian.Leahy@cdpr.ca.gov
mailto:Brian.Leahy@cdpr.ca.gov


 
    

     

             
            

              
           

            
        

             
            

  

 

        

From: Steve Eklund 
To: Leahy, Brian@CDPR; Farnsworth, George@CDPR; mark@pesticideregorm.org 
Subject: Pesticides 
Date: Friday, July 17, 2015 9:15:45 PM 

We know that pesticides that are in use now can cause cancer and other 
maladies. Why are they allowed to be used near schools where young 
people can be exposed to them for hours each day? If the students live 
close to the school, they and their families are exposed even more. 

I heard recently that it is quite possible that exposure to these pesticides 
can contribute to Alzheimer's Decease in older adults. 

PLEASE!! If we can't stop the use of these pesticides near where people 
live,let's do everything possible to at least halt the use of these dangerous 
pesticides near schools. 

Thank you, 

-- Steve Eklund 

mailto:Brian.Leahy@cdpr.ca.gov
mailto:George.Farnsworth@cdpr.ca.gov
mailto:mark@pesticideregorm.org


 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Fa cu l t y 	   o f Hea l t h 	   S c i en ce s

Bruce Lanphear, MD, MPH July 29,	  2015
Senior Scientist, CFRI
Professor, Simon Fraser Brian	  Leahy, Director University

George Farnsworth, Chief of Enforcement
Blusson	  Hall Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) 
888 University Drive P.O. Box 4015
Burnaby BC Canada Sacramento, CA 95812-‐4015 V5A 1S6

RE: Limiting pesticide	  use	  near schools 
t: 778.387-‐3939
blanphear@sfu.ca Dear Director Leahy and Chief Farnsworth:

I would like to applaud and support DPR’s efforts to reduce	  pesticide use near schools in
California. By 2016, DPR should move swiftly to adopt new protections for schoolchildren 
from hazardous and volatile pesticides and find new ways to promote and support	  
sustainable, cutting-‐edge	  agriculture. 

As a public health	  physician and environmental epidemiologist, I have spent over 15 years 
studying the impact of environmental toxins,	  such as lead,	  tobacco and pesticides, o brain	  
development. 

am particularly concerned	  about the disproportionate exposure of vulnerable populations,
such as	  Latino schoolchildren.	  Latino children are almost two-‐times more likely than white
children to attend schools in proximity to the heaviest agricultural pesticide use.

support regulations that would require one-‐mile buffer zones between	  fields where 
pesticides of public health	  concern	  are used	  and	  schools and childcare	  facilities.	  The UC	  Davis
MIND Institute recently showed that	  pregnant mothers who lived within a mile of fields
where chlorpyrifos and other pesticides were sprayed were 60% more likely to have a child 
who was later diagnosed to have autism. also support advance	  notification for	  parents and	  
teachers in schools and child care facilities.	  

Thank you for your commitment to the state’s children.	  

Best regards,

Bruce P. Lanphear, M.D., M.P.H.
Senior Principal Investigator, HOME Study 
Clinician	  Scientist, Child	  & Family Research	  Institute, B Children’s Hospital
Professor, Faculty of Health Sciences, Simon Fraser University 

mailto:blanphear@sfu.ca	�


 
   

 
  

     

 

 

 

From: Randa Solick 
To: Leahy, Brian@CDPR; Farnsworth, George@CDPR 
Cc: Commissioner@co.monterey.ca.us; Agc014@co.santa-cruz.ca.us 
Subject: Pesticides near schools! 
Date: Monday, July 27, 2015 5:36:49 PM 

Brian Leahy, Director 

George Farnsworth, Chief of Enforcement 

Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) 

P.O. Box 4015 

Sacramento, CA 95812 -4015 

Dear Director Leahy and Chief of Enforcement Farnsworth: 

Please do what your public positions require; protect our schoolkids! Help immediately implement put in 
place a one mile buffer zone around all schools. 

And then phase out toxic pesticides and require farmers to use IPM so that the least toxic products will 
end up with the most use. 

Thank you, 

Randa Solick 

mailto:Brian.Leahy@cdpr.ca.gov
mailto:George.Farnsworth@cdpr.ca.gov
mailto:Commissioner@co.monterey.ca.us
mailto:Agc014@co.santa-cruz.ca.us


 
 

 
     

     

   
 

   
 

  

    
      

From: Pat Miller 
To: Leahy, Brian@CDPR 
Cc: Farnsworth, George@CDPR 
Subject: Insecticides harmful to children at school 
Date: Tuesday, July 28, 2015 4:23:32 PM 

Sent from my iPad
 Please adopt new protections for school children from hazardous and volatile pesticides and find new 

ways to promote and support sustainable non-hazardous  agriculture.
 Financially compensate land owners who grow crops that do not need the use of insecticides that are 

harmful to children.  Assure their competitive abilities in organic farming.
 Pay farmers to rent small plots of land adjacent to schools for teaching children about agriculture and 

for having hands-on experiences growing food.
 Sincerely,  Patricia Miller 

mailto:Brian.Leahy@cdpr.ca.gov
mailto:George.Farnsworth@cdpr.ca.gov


  
  
    

    
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

      
 

     
   

    
      

      

    
      

   
     

    
    

    
    

     
       

 

      
   

     
   

     

 
  

PALMER WESTBROOK, INC.
 
550 WESTBROOK LANE ~ P.O.BOX 130
 

SMITH RIVER, CA  95567
 
Office (707)487-3843 ~ Fax (707)487-1342
 

pwincranches@yahoo.com
 

July 30, 2015 

George Farnsworth, Branch Chief 
Enforcement Branch 
California Department of Pesticide Regulation 
P.O. Box 4015 
Sacramento, CA  95812-4012 

Mr. George Farnsworth 

With regards to the opportunity to comment on adoption of pesticide regulations potentially requiring 
additional buffers and notification; 

I am part of a small family owned and operated Easter lily farm in the Smith River area of Northern 
California. We plant and harvest roughly 100 acres of Easter lilies annually.  Given the rural and 
confined nature of our community many of the fields are located near the one school, and several 
homes in the area. We have farmed Easter lilies and used pesticides in this area; under EPA and DPR, 
state and federal, past and present regulations without one documented incident since the late 1940’s. 

Our primary fumigants are Telone and Metam Sodium.  The Telone is applied; by a private California 
certified applicator, via shank injection at roughly 12” to 14” inches into the soil. We custom apply the 
Metam Sodium with a Rototill and Roll method.  DPR has done extensive testing during many of our 
fumigant applications and have found no scientific results that merit the current buffer zones and 
regulations we operate under.  In other words the fumigation methods we employ are far safer than the 
federal and state’s current requirements. 

In addition to our safe practices, the agricultural land in this area is buffered by strips of trees and other 
dense vegetation.  The school, homes, and streams in the vicinity of any producing fields have a built in 
buffer. To add additional buffer zones in a small agricultural area would decrease my production by 
20%.  This would have great financial impact on my operation, all farming in this valley, and the local 
community. 

The idea of addressing local needs and safety has long been a priority of our operation. We work very 
diligently with the county agricultural department to make sure we avoid any hazards before they can 
occur. We have taken great pains and costs to conform to state and federal regulations that are already 
overly extensive of our practices. Given the unique aspects of this community; it would be a big financial 
and logistical burden to try to force a statewide generic regulation on its local farming practices. 

Will Westbrook, VP/Sec. 
Palmer Westbrook, Inc. 

mailto:pwincranches@yahoo.com












 
 

   
     

 

From: Mildred Dpdd 
To: Farnsworth, George@CDPR 
Subject: Pesticide space around schools 
Date: Wednesday, July 29, 2015 10:31:14 PM 

As a teacher for 50 years, I feel having a pesticide use no use zone around schools is very important.
 
Please give this matter close attention.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mildred Dodd
 

Sent from my iPhone
 

mailto:George.Farnsworth@cdpr.ca.gov


 
 

    
     

 

 

 
 

 
 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  

 

From: Estridge, Lisa@CDPR 
To: Farnsworth, George@CDPR 
Subject: FW: Please see the children.... 
Date: Thursday, June 11, 2015 10:42:37 AM 
Attachments: image001.png 

image002.png 
image003.png 

Hi George, 

Please see the email below, which has comments about the schools policy concepts. This email was 
originally sent to the Licensing Program. 

Thanks, 
Lisa 

Lisa Estridge 
Senior Environmental Scientist (Supervisory) 
Department of Pesticide Regulation 
California Environmental Protection Agency 
Office: 916-445-2489 
Email: Lisa.Estridge@cdpr.ca.gov 

From: LicenseMail@CDPR 
Sent: Thursday, June 11, 2015 8:37 AM 
To: Messenger, Belinda@CDPR; Estridge, Lisa@CDPR 
Subject: RE: Please see the children.... 

Good Morning Belinda and Lisa,
 
I have been out of the office and have just returned.
 
I am following up to see if anyone has spoken with this emailer?
 
Thank you,
 
Elizabeth Dummert
 

From: LicenseMail@CDPR 
Sent: Monday, June 01, 2015 1:08 PM 
To: Messenger, Belinda@CDPR 
Subject: FW: Please see the children.... 

Sent: Sunday, May 31, 2015 4:40 PM 
From: Lugo Azuela M Edith 

To: LicenseMail@CDPR 
Subject: Please see the children.... 

mailto:/O=CA/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ESTRIDGE, LISA@CDPRC21
mailto:George.Farnsworth@cdpr.ca.gov
mailto:Lisa.Estridge@cdpr.ca.gov
http://www.facebook.com/CaPesticideRegulation
https://twitter.com/CA_Pesticides
http://www.youtube.com/CaliforniaPesticides





 
 

  
 
 

               
         
           

          
        
         
             

   
            

          
            

              
           

 

 
 

  

California Department of Pesticide Regulation 
Director Brian Leahy 

Last year, the Department of Public Health (DPH) published a report on the use of health 
harming pesticides near California schools. Your findings showed California’s current 
pesticide rules do not protect schoolchildren from health -harming pesticides. By not taking 
action your agency is putting a generation of Californians at risk. 
I urge you to take the following steps: 
* Establish comprehensive one mile no-spray buffer zones around schools.
 
* Expand the pesticide air monitoring program to schools with the most frequent, heaviest
 
and most hazardous use.
 
* Improve the notification system for parents, students and educators, for pesticide use
 
beyond a mile so that residents have additional information about use.
 
With more than 500,000 children attending school near the use of health -harming chemicals,
 
the problem is urgent. And Latino schoolchildren are almost two times as likely to attend
 
schools near the heaviest and most hazardous pesticide use. California children deserve
 
better.
 

I visit a place like a farm with 15 families, close to Patterson and Newman, and almost 
each family has a child with disabilities, I would like you see ther mothers how they 
have to work with that kind of problem beside the other needs of the poor. 

Maria Edith Lugo. 



   
        

     

 

    
 

 

 
 

   

 

  

  
 

   
  

  

   

From: MARGIE17K@aol.com 
To: Leahy, Brian@CDPR ; Farnsworth, George@CDPR 
Subject: Limit pesticide use near schools & promote innovative agriculture 
Date: Wednesday, July 29, 2015 9:50:52 AM 

July 29, 2015 

Brian Leahy, Director 
George Farnsworth, Chief of Enforcement 
Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) 
P.O. Box 4015 
Sacramento, CA 95812 -4015 
Emails: brian.leahy@cdpr.ca.gov george.farnsworth@cdpr.ca.gov 

RE: Limit pesticide use near schools & promote innovative agriculture 

Dear Director Leahy and Chief Farnsworth,
 

Director Leahy, you were kind enough to spend a day with some parents, teachers and landowners to
 
view some school sites in Salinas and North Monterey County a few years ago.  I was one of those
 
who met with you.
 

I live in the Elkhorn Slough Watershed in the North Monterey County Unified School District and across
 
the street neighbors are in the Pajaro Valley Unified School District. I know there is concern for the
 
spraying and fumigation that occurs by schools as Hall, Elkhorn, Ohlone and Pajaro Middle that our
 
children attend.
 

A one mile buffer is needed!  Fog and breeze factors are what we live with.  More money must be
 
spent on alternatives to the current fumigation and dangerous pesticide agricultural practices.
 
The Pajaro and Salinas Valleys are important for local and world food supply so money and expertise
 
are needed to invent effective product alternatives everyone can work and live with.
 
The cost of healthcare and welfare of our families may depend upon this.
 
HELP!
 

Most sincerely,
 
Margie Kay
 

mailto:Brian.Leahy@cdpr.ca.gov
mailto:George.Farnsworth@cdpr.ca.gov
mailto:brian.leahy@cdpr.ca.gov
mailto:george.farnsworth@cdpr.ca.gov


 
 

    
     

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

From: Lois Robin 
To: Farnsworth, George@CDPR 
Subject: Comment on Pesticide Application Restriction 
Date: Tuesday, July 21, 2015 5:30:24 PM 

Dear Mr. Farnsworth, 

I was at the meeting in Salinas about pesticide use near schools. I did not speak 
because I am not and was not a teacher there. However, I was a speech therapist in 
schools in Ventura County and later at the Northridge Treatment Center for children 
in the San Fernando Valley. We worked with some children in the 1970's with autism 
who were excluded from all schools because of severe behavioral problems. I also 
taught a University course in autism so I know something about the disorder. And 
what I know is that it is the most disabling disorder I have witnessed in children. 
These children cannot communicate, have sensory disorders, and usually bizarre 
behavior. Now 85 years old, I have noted with alarm the increase in autism rates, 
and I am greatly disturbed to see such a disabling condition be so wide spread. 
Studies from UC Davis have shown that pregnant mothers who live within a mile of 
pesticide use have a significantly high incidence of children diagnosed with autism. 
The studies were enough for me to join with those ardent teachers I heard at the 
pesticide meeting imploring at least a mile distance from pesticide or herbicide spray 
surrounding schools, to be totally in accord with them. And the spray must be more 
than a mile from homes as well. The teachers are right in their insistence that 
eventually all agriculture be organic and free from harmful fumes. 

Yours truly, 
Ms.Lois Robin 

mailto:George.Farnsworth@cdpr.ca.gov


 
   

   
     

From: Phoenix Artemisia 
To: Farnsworth, George@CDPR; Mark Weller 
Subject: Buffer zones in Watsonville 
Date: Thursday, July 30, 2015 12:59:03 PM 

Dear Mr. Farnsworth, 

I am Linda Aron, I spoke at the meeting in Salinas on June 6 on behalf of my family, 
students, and the families of students in the Watsonville area who are affected by 
inadequate buffer zones for pesticide applications near schools and residences in our 
area. You may remember me as the person who address the inefficacy of the 
notification process, where in our family's case, notification was left to strangers 
coming to pound on my back door when I was home alone in the middle of our 
country residence; then again with a federal violation of postal law in sticking a leaflet 
in our mailbox for the last two applications by TriCal fumigation. I also addressed the 
fact that when I contacted our Agricultural Commissioner Mary Lou Nicoletti to ask 
about the decay rate / chemical half-life of methyl bromide and chloropicrin, she 
laughed and said "Oh I don't know, I am not a physicist" (this is a matter of chemistry, 
obviously) and that because she did not know I should look these things up on 
CDPR's nebulous website. I also addressed the fact that I have seen many cases of 
missing arms in children of migrant fieldworkers in the afterschool programs at 
MidPeninsula Housing and Valencia Elementary school which are facilitated through 
Pajaro Valley School District. I worked with students and families there for 13 years. I 
also reported on my daycare provider's granddaughter, who is missing a limb due to 
her mother being expsed to methyl bromide during pregnancy, and whose family 
pressed to have the farmer who failed to notify of the application near their home 
successfully fined for negligence. 

Sir, these encounters with the "safety" measures put in place for us are completely 
unenforceable in the manner in which they are left open to interpretation by local 
farmers. Most of the farmers are consolidated with companies who are from out of 
Watsonville, and leave us with the environmental degradation and health issues to 
deal with and pay for. 

Especially in the case of schoolchildren and, hopefully in the future at residences 
where people and children live day and night, I urge you to adopt the one-mile buffer 
zone with organic farming methods only interior to that buffer near schools, and make 
mandatory notification for schools and residences, using legal postal methods that do 
not infringe on people's privacy or intimidate them in the manner that I was when 
TriCal representatives came unannounced to my back door in 2010 on behalf of 
farmer Miguel Melgoza. 

Pesticide use in this capacity we are experiencing today is a young thing at 60 years 
of implementation here in California agriculture, and I strongly urge you to be 
cautious and conservative in the interest of public health, as a matter of conscience 
and ethical scientific practice. 

Sincerely, 

mailto:George.Farnsworth@cdpr.ca.gov


Linda Aron 

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPad 



    
     

  

  
  

  

  

  
  

 
  

  
  

    
  

  

  

From: 
To: 
Subject: spraying near schools public comments 
Date: Thursday, May 21, 2015 5:47:31 PM 

PreComments@CDPR 

I am unable to attend the meeting scheduled for May 28th but would like to comment 
about spraying near schools. 

I farm a walnut orchard that is due North across a hwy (8 total lanes of traffic) from a 
church grammer school. There are also a public high school a quarter mile SE and a 
church high school a quarter mile West of my location. There are public roads on 3 
sides of my orchard. 

I use an air blast orchard sprayer to reach the tops of the walnut trees and a small 
boom sprayer to spray weeds around the base of the trees. 

I do the following things to keep my neighbors happy and safe: 
1. Call the Sutter Co Ag Dept 24 hrs before I spray with the air blast sprayer, even if it 
is just fertilizer. 
2. Do not use any products that have a strong ordor. 
3. NEVER use the air blast when there is a North wind or drift (schools are South of 
me). (The wind blows N and S in Yuba City.) 
4. Do not use the air blast when the schools are in session or there is a lot of cars in 
the parking lot (some kind of church function). 
5. Start spraying at daylight and do the rows closest to the roads first, so I can be 
done with them before traffic gets heavy. 
6. Do not let spray drift onto the roads, but still stop for any cars that might go by. 
7. Stop and shut down to let any walkers or bikers go by if I am near the edge of the 
orchard. 
8. Keep a personal record of the wind direction and estimated speed at start time 
and at finish time. 
9. Slow the fan speed when near a road to reduce the distance the spray travels ( I 
donot get as good leaf coverage but that's the way it goes). 

Leonard Henson 

mailto:preccomments@cdpr.ca.gov


   
    

     

  

  
 

 

  

 

From: kfs1919 
To: Segawa, Randy@CDPR ; Farnsworth, George@CDPR 
Subject: Re: Pesticides near schools workshops 
Date: Monday, July 20, 2015 6:57:49 PM 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Carol Erickson's letter says it all. I could not have said it any better. The DPR needs 
to take some accountability in the pesticide use in California. Where are the 
regulators? Who is truly in charge here? 

The letter by Ms. Erickson. 

Nd ShDear 

Recent actions by California’s Department of Pesticide Regulation regarding pesticide use near schools 
throughout the state, the subject of major research studies published in 2014-15, require response. 

The heavy use of agricultural pesticide near Monterey County schools and the disproportionate exposure 
of Latino schoolchildren has been documented for many years in the Salinas Valley by CHAMACOS 
studies and most recently (2014) by the massive California Environmental Health Tracking 
Program“Agricultural Pesticide Use Near Public Schools.” 

It is of particular concern not only for the fact that children of school age but also younger children, 
babies and fetuses are extraordinarily susceptible to permanent toxic damage at even low doses of 
these poisons. About 90 percent of the affected families are Latinos who work as farm laborers, live 
near the farms and send their children to schools adjacent to treated fields. The major problems of 
respiratory illnesses, cancers, developmental delays and neurological and endocrine disorders are 
documented in the above cited studies as well as numerous others. These are civil rights violations of 
ongoing harm perpetuated on a major segment of the population of this county. And it is environmental 
racism. 

DPR’s statement is attractive but false. 

The token, 
tiny 
adjustments 
in regulations 

in spite of major harm to humans, particularly to children, by commonly used agricultural pesticides is 
an outrage. 

For real protection of human health and the environment, a buffer zone of 1 mile needs to be adopted 
to protect schools, homes and businesses; the present 100 – 400 foot buffer zones now approved in 
Monterey County are totally inadequate given the unpredictability and toxicity of pesticide drift. 

Local air monitoring tests validate this statement but there are only two monitors, and just one at a 
school. That’s an unacceptable and misleading illusion of adequate drift monitoring. 

In addition, schools and communities located near fields in which pesticide application is a year-round 
activity need to be given at least one full week notification of a permitted application for use of any 
pesticide. Already compromised children and their families may not be able to evacuate the area 
because of financial and child care problems but teachers, staff and parents can keep children indoors 

http://www.montereybaypartisan.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/homepage_banner.gif
mailto:Randy.Segawa@cdpr.ca.gov
mailto:George.Farnsworth@cdpr.ca.gov
http://www.montereybaypartisan.com/
http://www.montereybaypartisan.com/
http://www.montereybaypartisan.com/
https://www.addtoany.com/share_save#url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.montereybaypartisan.com%2F2015%2F07%2F15%2Fcarole-erickson-california-pesticide-regulators-are-ignoring-the-children%2F&title=CAROLE%20ERICKSON%3A%20California%20pesticide%20regulators%20are%20ignoring%20the%20children&description=
https://www.addtoany.com/share_save#url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.montereybaypartisan.com%2F2015%2F07%2F15%2Fcarole-erickson-california-pesticide-regulators-are-ignoring-the-children%2F&title=CAROLE%20ERICKSON%3A%20California%20pesticide%20regulators%20are%20ignoring%20the%20children&description=
http://www.cerch.org/
http://www.cehtp.org/
http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/


 

 

 

 

to avoid greater damage from repeated exposures. 

DPR recently closed its reevaluation of toxic chlorpyrifos by changing its designation from an 
unrestricted use category to “restricted,” which has little practical effect. In 2014, some 3,100 
applications were made in California for use of “restricted use” pesticides. Of those, 99.6% were 
approved by county agricultural commissioners. 

And how did these dangerous chemicals slip through without adequate scrutiny when they first came 
before this regulatory agency? Because, as with most industry-developed chemicals/drugs and 
processes, regulatory agencies usually accept the manufacturer’s in-house scientists’ studies without 
independent review or careful analysis. This DPR announcement regarding chlorpyrifos came 
just afterthe long overdue U.S. Environmental Protection Agency press release about considering an 
outright ban on chlorpyrifos due to its presence in waterways across the country. Wouldn’t that cause a 
red flag for DPR ? Apparently not. The public will continue to be exposed to multiple poisonous 
chemicals, the sterilized soil will receive tons of industrial fertilizers so plants can get some nutrients, 
and the food that is grown will get antifungals, weed-killers and numerous topical pesticides throughout 
the growing period before harvesting for our tables. 

Some of us have a problem with this; it’s not the health of the earth or its inhabitants that benefits from 
these insane agricultural practices but the giants of commerce who are doing very well indeed. 

California’s taxpayers need to tell the DPR to devote significant resources and attention to reducing the 
use of and phasing out of soil fumigants and other high toxicity, drift-prone pesticides and to helping 
farmers with resources to assist with the transition to effective and practices that have been shown to 
be far safer. That’s what we pay this agency to do. Right? 

The priority is the health, education and welfare of all our children, their families and our earth; it 
should be DPR’s priority, too. 

Erickson is a member of the Safe Strawberry Monterey County Working Group. 

On Thursday, July 16, 2015, Segawa, Randy@CDPR <Randy.Segawa@cdpr.ca.gov> 
wrote: 

To: Interested Parties 

The Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) recently held several workshops to 
discuss concepts to address pesticides applied near schools. DPR has posted 
information about the workshops to its website, including the presentations, video 
recording of the Sacramento sessions, a summary of all workshops, and written 
comments submitted at the workshops. The information is available at 
http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/legbills/regsdeve.htm. 

DPR is still accepting comments on the concepts until July 31, 2015. Please submit 
comments in writing to 

mailto:Randy.Segawa@cdpr.ca.gov
http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/legbills/regsdeve.htm


 

 

 

 

 

 

George Farnsworth 

Assistant Director 

California Department of Pesticide Regulation 

PO Box 4015 

Sacramento, CA 95812-4015 

George.Farnsworth@cdpr.ca.gov 

DPR wishes to thank everyone who participated in the workshops and provided 
comments to DPR. As discussed at the workshops, DPR will use the comments to 
prepare a draft regulation and release it for formal public comment near the end 
of 2015. 

You are receiving this message because you provided contact information when 
signing in at a workshop or had other communications with DPR about this issue. 
DPR will send information periodically regarding pesticides and schools using this 
email list. Please reply to this email and ask to be removed if you do not want to 
receive information about pesticides and schools in the future. 

Randy Segawa 

Special Advisor 

Pesticide Programs Division 

California Department of Pesticide Regulation 

PO Box 4015 

Sacramento, CA 95812-4015 

Phone: 916-324-4137 

Fax: 916-324-1452 

Randy.Segawa@cdpr.ca.gov 

javascript:_e(%7B%7D,'cvml','George.Farnsworth@cdpr.ca.gov');
javascript:_e(%7B%7D,'cvml','Randy.Segawa@cdpr.ca.gov');


-- 
Kim 



    

 

 

 

 

	
	

FROM THE DRIVER’S SEAT OF 

KATE HITT 

July 31, 2015 

Brian Leahy, Director 
George Farnsworth, Chief of Enforcement 
Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) 
P.O. Box 4015, Sacramento, CA 95812-4015 
Emails: brian.leahy@cdpr.ca.gov george.farnsworth@cdpr.ca.gov 

RE: Limit pesticide use near schools & promote innovative agriculture 

Dear Director Leahy and Chief Farnsworth, 

DPR should move swily to adopt new protections for schools and children from hazardous and 
volatile pesticides, herbicides, fungicides, fumigants and other pollutants, and find new ways to 
promote and support sustainable, cutting-edge agriculture. 

I am a school bus driver for Pajaro Valley Unified School District, travelling over 100 miles a day 
transporting over 250 kids to and from school through dangerous life-threatening (all life) 
chemical-laden fields and air. I have witnessed heavy spraying from my school bus almost daily, 
certainly weekly; I have inhaled the wind-borne toxins in the air for weeks on end, oen car
ried over roads, homes and whole communities, and when I go to drop off and pick up the 
children at the schools. 

I am horrified and extremely concerned about the disproportionate exposure of harmful airborne 
poisons to Latino schoolchildren, as documented by the Department of Public Health (DPH) report 
released last year. I have been driving these roads for ten years, and it is worse than ever. In our 
school district it is indeed a FACT: e Latino children attend the schools near heaviest agricultural 
pesticide use. 

is is a civil rights violation that DPR must rectify by eliminating the risk of pesticide exposure at 
all schools. DPR should require one-mile protection zones (buffer zones) that separate fields 
where pesticides of public health concern are used from schools, childcare centers, school bus 
stops, and known school routes. In my case, this is a ten mile radius around the whole city of Wat
sonville, and along major roads like Freedom Boulevard, San Andreas, Green Valley, Amesti, Air
port, Corralitos, Holohan, East Lake, Hall, and Salinas Roads. (See my map for school sites). 

I have seen PVUSD staff and school bus drivers die of heart conditions and cancer, I saw an ele
mentary school teacher with skin cancer on her face from the field spray around her school, a 
teacher with an autistic child, a retired teacher die of a rare brain tumor, and most of all, I am wit
ness to school children being out of their minds with snotty noses, hyperactivity and anxiety as 
they enter the school bus from a school whose air is heavy with chemicals from the fields. ey get 
sick way too much, and myself with sinusitis, bronchial illnesses and bad colds much more regu
larly than if I was not near the fields being sprayed. e Department of Public Health report docu

mailto:brian.leahy@cdpr.ca.gov
mailto:brian.leahy@cdpr.ca.gov
mailto:george.farnsworth@cdpr.ca.gov
mailto:george.farnsworth@cdpr.ca.gov


 

 

mented that chlorpyrifos was the eighth most common pesticide used within ¼ mile of schools in 
2010. I tell my fellow bus drivers to not walk to work (Holohan Road, Watsonville), because it is 
constantly being sprayed. e effect on their health is cumulative too. 

If you are aware, Monterey Bay Marine Sanctuary has some of the strictest air pollution controls 
for vehicles in the state. Five years ago, the Monterey Bay Unified Air Pollution Control District 
(MBPAUCD) funded the multi-million project to replace engines and buses of our fleet of 100 
with technologically advanced engines and emissions controls. If you place one of the old buses 
next to fiy of the new ones and turned them all on, the amount of pollution coming from all fiy 
exhaust pipes would amount to the one old bus. ey can and do run on biodiesel when possible. 
It is a relief to the drivers, the 6000 children they transport, and the parents, but it is not enough. 

So why doesn’t the Department of Pesticide Regulation do more to regulate and outright ban the 
use of horrible and unsustainable agriculture practices? Since it is entirely possible now to better 
protect lives and stop contributing to the demise of the planet, what is holding you back from ac
tually prohibiting the use of harmful substances and making positive change possible? 

No-spray, no-application protection zones around schools should be enforced at all times for 
ground, because students, teachers and community members are oen on school grounds for 
scheduled events and unscheduled activities when school is not formally in session. Furthermore, 
pesticides can evaporate off the crop plants for an extended period aer they are applied and pes
ticide contaminated dust can be blown onto school grounds and tracked into classrooms. 

Any exceedances of health screening levels detected by air monitors should be immediately re
ported to local school and county officials, parents and teachers, and should trigger an expansion 
of the protection zone. 

Your department must devote significant resources and attention, in collaboration with other 
agencies and universities, to reduce and phase out the use of soil fumigants and other high toxicity, 
dri-prone pesticides. Helping farmers obtain resources can assist with this transition. We can 
help California farmers adopt cutting-edge practices and tools that keep agriculture prosperous 
AND PROTECT THE LIVES OF OUR CHILDREN, THEIR TEACHERS AND SCHOOL STAFF 
AND WHOLE COMMUNITY ECONOMIES. 

ank you for your commitment to the state’s children and to the success of our farmers. 

Sincerely 

Katherine (Kate) Hitt,
 
School Bus Driver, Pajaro Valley Unified School District
 

PA G E 2 



 

 

Pajaro Valley Unified School District’s agricultural basin extends from Aptos in Santa Cruz county 
into North Monterey county. Demographically, all the agriculture and Latino community is south 
of  Freedom Blvd and Highway 1, with streams and rivers flowing directly through the pesticide-
laden fields and dumping into the bay. Seascape, Rio del Mar and State Park/Seacliff  Beach Aptos 
areas are by far more wealthy, and white. There is no pesticide use there. 

Of  the schools I go to in South Santa Cruz County: Bradley in Corralitos, Calabasas in Freedom, 
Lakeview Middle, Ann Soldo, Amesti, and Alianza elementaries are surrounded by ag fields. In 
North Monterey: Pajaro Middle, Ohlone and Hall elementaries have it even worse. 

(not responsible for error - I based the roughly one-mile circles on schools listed on maps. But if 
you go to satellite Google, you will see what I am talking about. KH) 
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From: Justin Matlow 
To: Leahy, Brian@CDPR; Farnsworth, George@CDPR 
Subject: pesticide use near schools & homes 
Date: Friday, July 24, 2015 10:25:24 PM 

July 24, 2015 

Brian Leahy, Director 
George Farnsworth, Chief of Enforcement 
Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) 
P.O. Box 4015 
Sacramento, CA 95812-4015 

RE: pesticide use near schools & homes 

sent via email 

Dear Director Leahy and Chief Farnsworth, 

I wanted to please make another recommendation regarding pesticide use near schools and 
residents. 

It would be invaluable to residents and parents, who wish to reduce potential exposure of 
pesticides/fumigants of public health concern, to have the respective Agricultural 
Commissioners or the DPR create and regularly update a website where parents and residents 
can find details of when and where fumigants and/or pesticides are being applied. A website 
that has a map of the county with areas of application highlighted including locations and 
dates of application would be a great public service, and would help a parent or resident limit 
any potential exposure. It would provide true transparency and disclosure and would improve 
the overall relationship between resident/school and farmer. 

In addition to one -mile protection zones (buffer zones) between fields where pesticides of 
public health concern are used and schools and residences, and reducing the use of and 
phasing out the use of soil fumigants and other high toxicity, drift-prone pesticides, it would 
be very helpful if the DPR or Agricultural Commissioners would create a website where one 
could find when and where pesticides/fumigants are being applied in there community. 

Thank you for your commitment to the state’s children and to the success of our farmers, 

Justin Matlow 
Watsonville Safe Strawberries 

mailto:Brian.Leahy@cdpr.ca.gov
mailto:George.Farnsworth@cdpr.ca.gov


  

    

   
  

 

 

    
      

       
      

     
     

      
   

     
        

           
           

       
        

         
        

         
      

         
        

       
   

   
    

    
    

   

 

 

 

BRIAN LEAHY, DIRECTOR 

Juan Cervantes | 

July 21, 2015 

Dear Director Leahy and Chief Farnsworth: 

I welcome the DPR “s attention to problem of pesticide use near schools because as a concerned 
parent . I have a huge concern about the use of pesticides used around schools. . I don’t know when 
companies are spraying around our school. Most of the time kids get sick in schools and all we are told 
Johnny got sick can you pick him up. This is one example of how we are out of touch. Kids are much 
more receptive to pesticides.  I Know first-hand how your department takes care of reports, agricultural 
workers have been sprayed in Kern County California, orange workers were washed down by fire 
department hassmate crew. It was reported in by workers and by kern county sheriff. I have never 
observed any report that children were sprayed at school. We are disconnected, sprayed or 
contamination is touched our children health... This is why I support the one mile buffer zone around 
schools, This way I know my children are safe from pesticide drift. 

I am a union organizer for the united food and commercial workers UnionLocal5 San Jose Ca. I worked 
in the fields in 1975 as a tractor driver many years in 1975, I came in touch with my first pesticide drift 
case. I was starting to cultivate a cotton field around the city of pond Ca, 5miles west of Delano 
California .I did not know this field was sprayed early that day. I started to do my work and could smell 
the pesticide and after lunch, I could not walk or focuses to continue my work .My supervisor did not 
come by that day. I felt ill and stopped my work and got into my car drove to the nearest medical 
clince. The clince was known as the Rodrigo torrenos medical clince at the 40 acres in Delano Ca. I 
was attended by doctors and kept under observation, I told the doctor, I belive to be poisoned, by 
thymite dust. this is Used to kill mites in the cotton .Now comes the best part of my story, now every time 
someone sprays , I start to feel the tingling in my touge and lips ,when some has sprayed pesticides, I 
start to feel itchee  and to calm down this feeling ,I drink a glass of milk. Once you’re exposed to the 
pesticide spray u will never be the same ever. 

In conclusion, I would highly recommend that your department protect our children and support the 
one mile Buffer Zone around schools. And should be enforced at all time for ground spray as well as 
aircraft application, because children and teachers and community members have activities 
unscheduled on school grounds. We want to stop pesticide dusts from being tracked back to 
contaminate our children in the class room. 

Sincerely, 

Juan Cervantes 

[Street Address, City, ST  ZIP Code] 

Office: [Telephone] | [Web Address] 



 
 

            
     

 

 

 

From: jordan steinberg 
To: CDPR PRECComments@CDPR 
Subject: Comments from Jordan Steinberg for DPR Workshop May 28, 2015 – 5:30 PM 
Date: Thursday, May 28, 2015 5:38:22 PM 

I want to first thank the Department of Pesticide Regulation for holding these much 
needed listening sessions which hopefully lead to implementing real regulations that 
truly address the alarming pesticide issues at our schools. 

I am the Parent of two children who attend Apple Blossom Elementary School in 
Sebastopol, California in Sonoma County. Apple Blossom Elementary is a school of 
over 400 students which has recently witnessed over the past 2 years a vineyard 
conversion on the surrounding 47 acre property. The school is now surrounded by 47 
acres of vineyards that we are told will require the application of Round Up as well as 
sulfur and other pesticides. All of these applications are to be completed by the 
vintner who has our children’s best interest in mind? 

The vintner who owns the property surrounding our school just agreed to pay 
$100,000.00 to settle a civil lawsuit brought by Sonoma County prosecutors last year 
that alleged environmental and land-use violations in three vineyard conversion 
projects. 

The vintner who owns the property surrounding our school ignored the 
Memorandum of Understanding his own company signed with the school stating that 
they would notify the school ahead of any spraying. The 47 acres surrounding our 
school were sprayed 5 times in February with Round Up with no prior notification to 
the school. 

The vintner who owns the property surrounding our school chose to maximize 
his profits and plant every available inch of the property instead of voluntarily 
implementing a fairly small buffer zone to physically separate the vineyard from the 
school. 

We Need New Tougher Regulations! 

Agriculture adjacent to schools must take on the responsibility for the children they 
are affecting. 

I believe the following regulations should be implemented at any site with agriculture 
next to a school. 

1. Mandatory reporting to School and Agricultural Commissioner of any spraying 48 
hours prior to spraying. The School should be alerted so that they can monitor the 
situation and inform any concerned parents. The Ag Commissioner should be notified 
so that they can conduct inspections if they deem it necessary. Both entities should 
be informed separately so that one is not reliant on the other for their information. The 

mailto:preccomments@cdpr.ca.gov
http:100,000.00


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

responsibility for reporting falls squarely on the Agricultural Producer. 

2. Monitoring of School Zones. Agricultural Producers should be required to pay to 
monitor their pesticide applications. Monitoring stations should be located on the 
school sites. If the Ag Producers wish to spray dangerous chemicals adjacent to 
schools it should be their responsibility to prove that there is no contamination. They 
should be required to pay for ongoing third party testing. 

3. A buffer zone should be required between agricultural crops and schools. Physical 
separation as well as a hedgerow of plant material will cut down on pesticide drift. 

4. Violations. It is imperative that any new regulations will be taken seriously by the 
Agricultural Producers. The San Bernardino Ordinance sets up a $100.00 fine for a 
first infraction. This is in no way adequate. If the DPR is truly interested in change and 
meaningful regulations the penalties for violations must have teeth. They are meant 
to force compliance and not just be a cost of doing business. 

My final concern is that of new research. It is imperative that the Department of 
Pesticide Regulation have a way to fast track new research on potentially harmful 
pesticides and herbicides and incorporate it into new regulations. As of March 20th 

2015 the World Health Organization reclassified Glyphosate (Round Up) as a 
probably carcinogenic to humans. However, according to the The San Bernardino 
Ordinance since Roundup currently only has a “Caution” label, it would not even 
qualify for any enhanced regulations. This needs to change. 

I am truly hopeful that real change is at hand and that our kids will finally have 
someone in Sacramento who is actually looking out for their long term health and 
safety. 

Thank You. 

Jordan Steinberg 





 
 

 
                                                 

 
 

 
 

  
   

 
 

    

  
  

 

 
  

  
   
  

    
    

   
    

 
    

   
 

    
   

  
 

 
 

 
 

George Farnsworth 
Department of Pesticide Regulation 
P O Box 4015 
Sacramento, Ca 95812 June 8, 2015 

Mr. Farnsworth; 

I attended the Ventura County meeting on Wednesday 6-3-15. Let me state 
that “I don’t have a dog in this hunt” in that I’m not involved with or belong 
to either ‘environmental or industry groups or associations’.  I was 
previously a petroleum distributor who supplied the County of Ventura, 
school districts, agricultural concerns, emergency services, cities etc……..a 
wide array. I do have 45 plus years of experience of dealing with regulatory 
agencies and the issues of regulating trying to please all, from the legislators 
who seemingly mean well but do not understand ‘real world issues’ to the 
more extreme sides who can take common sense & throw it down the drain. 

My intended comments were addressed for the most part.  Most all of us 
have children and would not knowingly harm them or other children.  Some 
indicated that potential profits drive growers beyond all reason………simply 
not true. In the same vein, spraying/fumigating etc. is costly both as 
products, application & other labor so why would the ‘profit driven’ want to 
spend any more than absolutely necessary ?....simply not logical.  My desire 
is to keep to the facts, not innuendo or hearsay or half-baked truths, just facts 
as known and incorporate a workable policy ( I mean I’d love to be tall, thin 
& good looking….I can work on the thin part but the other 2, well…) to 
ensure the health & safety of all concerned. 

I would like to see if the “reverse 911 system” that is in place in many areas 
could be included either as an emergency or backup in situations warranted. 
Perhaps school & districts could use their “blast email” systems to make 
sure all in the affected schools (teachers, administrators & personnel) are 
aware of applications etc. These technologies are well available today. 
Thank you for your time and the opportunity to give my opinion. 

With regards, 

Jim McCaslin 
64 year resident of Ventura County 



 
 

     
     

 
 

 

 
     

 
                  

               
            

             
                 

             
                
               
              

 
            
    

          
               
            

            
             

 
            

           
              

               
                

                
             

              
               

       
 

                
                

            
             

           
            

           
         

From: Farnsworth, George@CDPR 
To: Segawa, Randy@CDPR 
Subject: FW: Limit pesticide use near schools 
Date: Monday, August 17, 2015 10:45:13 AM 

Sent: Friday, July 31, 2015 4:21 PM 
From: Jeanne Turner 

To: Leahy, Brian@CDPR; Farnsworth, George@CDPR 
Subject: Limit pesticide use near schools 

Dear Director Leahy and Chief Farnsworth, 

I am writing to you as a retired teacher with thirty-nine years in the classroom. I am one of 
many who are concerned about pesticide use near schools in South Santa Cruz County and in 
Monterey County. All these schools are located near or adjacent to  conventional strawberry 
fields where fumigants are applied. Three out of four students attending these schools are 
Latino, many of whom also live near the fields and have parents who work in those fields. If 
these fields were in Carmel Valley this letter would not be needed. Unfortunately, these 
children do not live in Carmel and teachers are among the few advocates they have. A whole 
busload of teachers came down to testify at the DPR hearing at Cesar Chavez Library in 
Salinas. Many of them are being exposed to the same pesticides as their students. 

Mounting evidence indicates the harm caused by early and/or prolonged exposure to such 
fumigants as chloropicrin, Telone 
(1,3-Dichloropropene) and Chlorpyrifos. For children of farm workers, this exposure begins 
in utero. The UC Davis MIND Institute recently showed that mothers who lived within a mile 
of fields where chlorpyrifos and other pesticides were sprayed while pregnant show a 60% 
higher chance of having children with autism. The DPH report documented that chlorpyrifos 
was the 8th most common pesticide used within ¼ mile of schools in 2010. 

By now you have received countless letters from individuals and organizations, citing the 
hazards that students and staff experience from pesticide drift, wafting over school 
playgrounds. Chloropicrin, a poisonous gas used in WWI and now banned for use in warfare 
is no less poisonous when used in strawberry fields adjacent to schools. So when a teacher 
takes his class out to PE, smells something that has been applied in a nearby field and 
realizes that nobody should be breathing that, is it any wonder that a number of his students 
develop burning eyes and begin vomiting shortly thereafter? And why was there no prior 
notification that there would be a chemical applied to that field that could make someone 
sick? Furthermore, I strongly suspect that it did not have to be applied during hours when 
students and staff would be exposed to it! 

My question to you is whether or not you plan to take any action toward addressing our 
concerns at a state level. It is obvious to those of us who have been working toward 
establishing a one-mile buffer zone around schools and requesting that schools receive notice 
of impending pesticide application a week ahead of time that no regulation will be 
forthcoming at our local level. Neither the Santa Cruz County Agricultural Commissioner 
nor the Monterey County Agricultural Commissioner are willing to commit to making any 
changes in the way conventional strawberry growers raise strawberries. Both of the 
commissioners are resistant to change and so are the farmers. 

mailto:/O=CA/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=FARNSWORTH, GEORGE@CDPR822
mailto:Randy.Segawa@cdpr.ca.gov


 
             

    

                    
                          

          
  

             
          

              
               

                
               

 
                
              

               
 

 
             

              
               

            
           

 
           
              
        
           

              
              
          

             
               
             

        

                   
              

       
 

 
 

     
 

According to a June 26, 2013 article in the Salinas Californian, written when Dr. Edward 
Moreno was first appointed, 

"The Health Officer provides leadership for the public health protection, healthy 
policy development and serves as an  advisor to elected and appointed officials, 
members of the medical profession and the public on matters affecting public                      
 health and safety.” 

However, during a meeting of working group members last fall with the Monterey County 
Superintendent of Schools Nancy Kotowski, Dr. Moreno, the Monterey County Health 
Officer, also present, stated that there just wasn't enough data available on the effects of 
pesticides and fumigants on those being exposed to them - this statement made on the heels 
of the report issued by the State Department of Health in April 2014, naming the schools in 
our area where more exposure to pesticides exists than in anywhere else in the entire state! 

Perhaps more data would be available if air monitoring were done 24/7 in the areas near the 
schools that are being impacted by nearby pesticide applications, as no useful data seems to 
be coming from the air monitor at the Salinas Airport, located nowhere near any of those 
schools! 

To better protect schoolchildren from the health threats of agricultural pesticides, I urge you 
to implement a one-mile no-spray buffer zone around all schools by August 2016. Until the 
time this practice is implemented if any pesticide use continues to be allowed within 1 mile 
of schools, advance notification should be provided to the schools.  Schools should then be 
required to notify teachers and use the robo-call systems to notify parents. 

Your department needs to devote significant resources and attention, in collaboration with 
other agencies and universities, to reduce and phase out the use of soil fumigants and other 
highly toxic, drift-prone pesticides. Through innovative agricultural practices, California 
farmers can learn and adopt cutting-edge practices and tools that keep agriculture prosperous.
 Although most people are resistant to change, change can be made. The most sought after 
strawberries at our local farmers’ markets are grown by a local farmer whose father grew 
conventional strawberries in Watsonville, beginning during the late 1950s. Then, beginning 
as a conventional strawberry farmer, himself, Paul Tao became an organic farmer. It’s a 
family operation. There are other berries for sale at local farmers’ markets but a long line 
forms for Paul and Kim Tao’s P&K organic strawberries. They are absolutely delicious and 
are available ten to eleven months of the year. 

It is time for you make a commitment to our children as well as to those who work in the 
impacted schools and directly in the fields. With your help, people and agriculture can live 
safely side by side in a vibrant economy. 

Sincerely, 
Jeanne Turner 
Member of 
Safe Strawberry Monterey County Working Group 



 
 

  
     

 

  
 

  

From: JARED BOGGS 
To: Farnsworth, George@CDPR 
Subject: Pesticide Buffer Zones 
Date: Wednesday, July 29, 2015 8:07:19 PM 

Dear Mr. Farnsworth,
 
I am a teacher in the Pajaro Valley Unified School District, in Watsonville CA.  Please
 
consider how important buffer zones and further regulation are to our community,
 
to all communities.  There is no doubt that things are out of hand.  Unfortunately,
 
the forces of profit and the inefficiencies of our democracy have led to a bad result.
 
Children are being exposed to harmful chemicals repeatedly and in significant
 
dosages consistently.  We NEED people like you to step up and do the right thing.
 
Please consider closely what is going on, and work to correct this injustice.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jared Boggs
 

mailto:George.Farnsworth@cdpr.ca.gov


 
 
     

        

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
    

 
 

  
  

 
  

 

   
  
 

 

From: Hebard/Peggy Olsen 
To: Farnsworth, George@CDPR 
Date: Wednesday, June 03, 2015 3:18:38 PM 

George Farnsworth, Branch Chief Enforcement Branch 
Califirnia 

Dear George:
 I was videoing the event in Salinas so I could not stand in 

line to speak! 
I have included this letter with my video to be published on Channel 24 TV. 

My ,Hebard Olsen's,  training is  a Masters in Natural Science: Major 
in Physical Science Minor Biological Science!  View from above 
background:  DRP published statement, "DPR's evaluation indicates 
that the risk to School children is low in most cases".  No 
where  did they tell the criteria or methods used to make this 
determination or what low actually means!  References were made to 
the county agricultural commissioner in each county as the source of 
all conclusions based on the number of infractions not on 
investigation of the safety of the pesticides!  It is presumed the 
Pesticides  produce no ill effects if applied properly.  This 
assumption needs reexamination based on the number of complaints. In 
Monterey it was found that the dispersant cauded har when fermone was 
sprayed. I believe the harm which was looked for was assumed to 
happen with in a few days and was catastrophic.  Speakers asked to be 
informed when application are made and when.  That information is 
needed by Doctors when they see a victim.  Speakers were asking about 
harm which  might be done to the public over  to 20 Years.  Drugs 
are not tested over 20 years.  Drugs are tested by the drug companies 
which have an interest in falsifying data to assure passage.  In the 
science community if the results cannot be duplicated by an non 
financial interested party and  if the person doing testing  has an 
financial interest in the outcome the tests are not  scientific!  My 
impression is that efforts to report s made to the county 
agricultural commissioner in each county  are fraught with 
difficulty.  Agricultural commissioner only takes seriously those 
where a violation  of regulations is likely to have occurred, IE 
complaints which support the conclusion that little harm is being 
done.  ALL reporting should be to unedited website  viewable by all 
citizens!  All the people who might be effected should be 
notified  about what is sprayed when sprayed by method which is 
guaranteed to reach all people who will be sprayed: possible robocalls!  Hebard 

mailto:George.Farnsworth@cdpr.ca.gov






 

          
     

 

 
 
 
                             
                                  
                              
                           
                     
          

                     

                                   
                                 

                                                                                                       
                                                                                    

                        
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

From: Earl Boyll 
To: CANote@CDPR 
Subject: RE: Workshops for Regulation Concepts to Address Pesticide Use near Schools 
Date: Monday, June 01, 2015 3:58:48 PM 

The workshops are in Northern California.  Any workshops in the San Diego area? That would be 
nice. 

Thank you,

 Earl Boyll
 

Owner/ Operator

 SPCB Lic.  OPR11779


 Dept. of Ag. Lic.  QAL126226

 S.D. Dept. Weights & Measures PR5157 

Got Bugs? Quick...Call us! 
San Diego Pest Solutions (858)521-8876 Mon–Fri 8am to 5pm

 We Have a Solution for you. www.sandigopestsolutions.com 

From: canote-bounces@pestreg.cdpr.ca.gov [mailto:canote -bounces@pestreg.cdpr.ca.gov] On 
Behalf Of CANote@CDPR 
Sent: Monday, June 1, 2015 09:25 
To: 'canote@pestreg.cdpr.ca.gov' 
Subject: Workshops for Regulation Concepts to Address Pesticide Use near Schools 

The Department of Pesticide Regulation has posted the agenda and presentations for its upcoming 
workshops on pesticide applications near schools, June 2 – 9. The presentations include some 
questions for discussion at the workshops. These documents are available at 
http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/legbills/regsdeve.htm. 

mailto:earl@sdpestsolutions.com
mailto:canote@cdpr.ca.gov
file:////c/www.sandigopestsolutions.com
file:////c/www.sandigopestsolutions.com%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20
http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/legbills/regsdeve.htm
mailto:canote@pestreg.cdpr.ca.gov
mailto:bounces@pestreg.cdpr.ca.gov
mailto:canote
mailto:canote-bounces@pestreg.cdpr.ca.gov


 
 

    
     

  
   

  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

From: Diana Munoz 
To: Farnsworth, George@CDPR 
Subject: Fwd: Pesticides near our schools 
Date: Friday, July 31, 2015 11:29:02 AM 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Diana Munoz <sanchezdmun@gmail.com> 
Date: Fri, Jul 31, 2015 at 11:25 AM 
Subject: Pesticides near our schools 
To: brian.leahy@cdpr.ca.gov, george.farnswoth@cdpr.ca.gov 

Hi, I am a Migrant Education Teacher in Pajaro Valley Unified School District.  I am 
writing concerning how close dangerous pesticides are being applied near our 
schools especially Elementary Schools.  As a teacher I appreciate your attention to 
this problem.  The DPR should take swift action to adopt new protections for our 
students from hazardous and volatile pesticides.  There are many Latino students 
who attend schools near farms where pesticides are used.  They are being applied 
too closely to the school sites.  There should be a much greater buffer zone than 
currently exists.  I would hope that there will be continued monitoring of those 
school sites where there has been concern about the high amount of pesticides 
used.  Teachers like myself would like to have parents be notified also, prior to 
pesticides will be used.  I dream of the day when Pajaro Valley is no longer using 
chemical and dangerous pesticides.  I am a firm believer and consumer of organic 
food.  Thank you for your consideration of having pesticides applied further away 
from our students. 
Sincerely, 
Diana Munoz 

mailto:George.Farnsworth@cdpr.ca.gov
mailto:sanchezdmun@gmail.com
mailto:brian.leahy@cdpr.ca.gov
mailto:george.farnswoth@cdpr.ca.gov


 
   
    

     

 

From: C.M. Berger 
To: Leahy, Brian@CDPR; Farnsworth, George@CDPR 
Subject: Protect small bodies from pesticides 
Date: Tuesday, July 21, 2015 12:48:24 PM 

Dear Mr. Leahy and Mr. Farnsworth, 

It is important to have at least a one mile buffer from farm pesticides around all places 
where children spend time daily as they are small beings and can be affected more 
easily than larger humans. 

Please work hard to make this happen for the children in agricultural areas. 
Agricultural areas have less benefits in many ways due to funding disparities in 
governmental formulae. They need to have protection for their residents, who 
produce the food --for the rest of the world in many cases - right in our state. 

Please protect children from cancer - and birth defect-causing pesticides - and those 
that have not had sufficient testing, as well. 

Thank you, 

CM Berger 
Santa Cruz Tenants Association 
Scotts Valley, CA 95066 

mailto:Brian.Leahy@cdpr.ca.gov
mailto:George.Farnsworth@cdpr.ca.gov


 
 

  
     

From: Christine Dzilvelis 
To: CDPR PRECComments@CDPR 
Subject: Pesticides and Schools 
Date: Tuesday, May 26, 2015 10:48:35 PM 

Hello, 

I live in Sonoma County and am not able to make it to your hearing this Thursday. My question is, that 
considering the recent information regarding Round Up from the WHO, what is the time table for 
enacting rules that will protect children that are bordering agricultural areas that are using this and 
other pesticides? 

My daughter attends a school that is downwind from and shares an extensive border with a Vineyard. 
She already has come home, complaining about a weird odor and we found out that pesticides had been 
applied that day. 

Thanks, 

Christine Dzilvelis 

mailto:preccomments@cdpr.ca.gov



