
          
                                           

                                                

 
   
   

 

 
    

  
  
  
   
 

 

 

 
  

 
   

 
 

   
 

   
 

   
 

    

  
 

 
  
 

  

 

 

     
 

 
  

 
  

 
 

 
 

                   6612 Chapter 3. PEST CONTROL OPERATIONS              
Subchapter 2. WORK REQUIREMENTS           Rev. 1/2017 

6612.  Age. 
No person shall permit a minor under 18 years of age to mix or load a pesticide which, in any 
use situation, use of any of the following is required by labeling or regulation: 
(a) air supplied respiratory protection, 
(b) closed systems, or 
(c) full-body, chemical-resistant protective clothing. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.   
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 

6614.  Protection of Persons, Animals, and Property. 
(a) An applicator prior to and while applying a pesticide shall evaluate the equipment to be 
used, meteorological conditions, the property to be treated, and surrounding properties to 
determine the likelihood of harm or damage. 
(b) Notwithstanding that substantial drift would be prevented, no pesticide application shall be 
made or continued when: 

(1) There is a reasonable possibility of contamination of the bodies or clothing of persons 
not involved in the application process; 

(2) There is a reasonable possibility of damage to nontarget crops, animals, or other public 
or private property; or 

(3) There is a reasonable possibility of contamination of nontarget public or private 
property, including the creation of a health hazard, preventing normal use of such property. In 
determining a health hazard, the amount and toxicity of the pesticide, the type and uses of the 
property and related factors shall be considered. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 12976 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.   
Reference: Sections 11501 and 11791, Food and Agricultural Code. 

6616.  Consent to Apply. 
No person shall directly discharge a pesticide onto a property without the consent of the owner 
or operator of the property. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456 and 12976, Food and Agricultural Code.   
Reference: Section 11501, Food and Agricultural Code. 

6618. Notice of Applications. 
(a) This subsection applies to the use of any pesticide for the commercial or research 

production of an agricultural plant commodity. Notifications required by this subsection must be 
given orally or in writing and completed prior to the use of any pesticide and in ample time for 
all subsequent notifications to be made and for all persons notified to take appropriate action. 
This time will differ depending on the circumstance of each notification. 
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(1) Each person performing pest control shall assure that the operator of the property to 
be treated receives notice of the scheduled application. The notice must be in a manner the 
person can understand and include: 

(A) The date(s), start time(s), and estimated end time(s) of the scheduled application; 
(B)  The location and the description of the field to be treated; 
(C)  The pesticide product name(s), U.S. EPA registration number(s), and active 

ingredient(s); 
(D)  Spray adjuvant product name(s), and California registration number(s), if 

applicable; 
(E) The applicable restricted entry interval; 
(F) If the pesticide product labeling requires the posting of treated fields, oral 

notification, or both; and 
(G)  Any other precautions printed on the pesticide product labeling, or included in 

applicable laws and regulations, related to the protection of employees or other persons during or 
after application. 

(2) If there is a change in the notice of the scheduled application specified in (a)(1), each 
person performing pest control shall assure that the operator of the property receives notice of 
this change prior to the application. 

(3) The operator of the property shall assure that notice of the scheduled application is 
given to employees covered under section 6700 (which includes fieldworkers) and their 
employers working on the operator’s property except as provided in (a)(5). The operator of the 
property is not required to provide notice to persons who will apply the pesticide(s) or supervise 
the application for which the notice is intended. 

(4) Any employer notified of a scheduled application by the operator of the property shall 
assure that notice of the scheduled application is given to his or her employees working on the 
operator’s property except as provided in (a)(5). 

(5) The notice specified in subsection (a)(3) and (4) is not required to be given to an 
employee covered under section 6700 (which includes fieldworkers) or their employer if the 
operator of the property can assure that: 

(A) The field to be treated is posted pursuant to section 6776(b-f), unless the 
pesticide product labeling requires both oral notification and the posting of treated fields; or 

(B) From the start of the application and until the notice of completion pursuant to 
section 6619(c) is received, the employee or employer will not enter or walk within ¼ mile of the 
field to be treated. 

(6) The operator of the property shall assure that notice is given to persons, other than 
those specified in subsection (a)(3), whom the operator of the property has prior knowledge that 
he or she will likely enter the field to be treated on the date of the application or while the 
restricted entry interval is in effect. This notice is not required when a field to be treated is posted 
as specified in section 6776(b-f). 
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Subchapter 2. WORK REQUIREMENTS        Rev. 1/2017 

(7) The notices specified in subsection (a)(3), (4), and  (6) must be in a manner the 
person can understand and include: 

(A)The date of the scheduled application; 
(B) The location and description of the field to be treated; and 
(C) Instructions not to enter the field to be treated and its application exclusion zone 

pursuant to section 6762 until authorized by the operator of the property. 
(8) If there is a change in the date of the scheduled application specified in (a)(7)(A), 

then a new notice must be provided to persons specified in (a)(3), (4), and (6) prior to the 
application. 
(b) This subsection applies to the use of any pesticide for purposes other than the commercial 

or research production of an agricultural plant commodity.  Notification required by this 
subsection must be given orally or in writing and be completed prior to the use of any pesticide 
and in ample time for all subsequent notifications to be made and for all persons notified to take 
appropriate action.  This time will differ depending on the circumstances of each notification.  

(1)  Each person performing pest control shall assure that the operator of the property 
receives notice of the scheduled application. The notice must be in a manner the person can 
understand and include: 

(1)  The date of the scheduled application; 
(2) The identity of the pesticide (including spray adjuvants, if applicable) by brand or 

common chemical name; and 
(3) Any other precautions printed on the pesticide product labeling or included in 

applicable laws or regulations related to the protection of employees or other persons during the 
application. 

(2) The operator of the property shall assure that notice is given to all persons who are on 
the property to be treated, or who may enter during the application or the period of time that any 
restrictions on entry are in effect, except for the persons who made or supervised the application 
for which the notice is intended. The notice must be in a manner the person can understand and 
include: 

(A) The date of the scheduled application; 
(B) The identity of the pesticide (including spray adjuvants, if applicable) by brand or 

common chemical name; and 
(C) Precautions to be observed as printed on the pesticide product labeling or 

included in applicable laws or regulations related to the entry of the treated area. 
(3) Compliance by licensed Structural Pest Control Operators with the notice 

requirements of section 8538 of the Business and Professions Code meets the requirements of 
this subsection. 

(4)  Compliance by public agencies with the notice or barrier requirements of section 
12978 of the Food and Agricultural Code meets the notice requirements of this subsection. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 12976 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
Reference: Sections 11501, 12980, and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code; and  
Section 8538, Business and Professions Code. 
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6619.  Notice of Completed Applications. 
(a) Any person applying pesticides for the commercial or research production of an agricultural 
plant commodity shall assure that the operator of the property treated receives notice, orally or in 
writing, and within 24 hours of completion of the pesticide application. This notice must include 
the following information: 

(1) The location of the property, including the site identification number, and acreage 
treated; 

(2) The pesticide product name(s), U.S. EPA registration number(s), and active 
ingredients(s); 

(3) Spray adjuvant product name(s) and California registration number(s), if applicable; 
(4) The date(s) and time(s) the application started and ended; and 
(5) The applicable reentry and pre-harvest intervals, unless a copy of a written 

recommendation for the subject application made by a licensed agricultural pest control adviser, 
properly completed, was given to the operator of the property treated. 
(b) The operator of the treated property shall maintain a written record of the application(s) on 
their property. These records must include the date(s) and time(s) the application started and 
ended. 
(c) The operator of the property shall assure that notice of completed application is given to 
employees covered under section 6700 (which includes fieldworkers) and their employers except 
as provided in (e). The operator of the property is not required to provide notice to persons who 
will apply the pesticide(s) or supervise the application for which the notice is intended.  
(d) Any employer who receives the notice of completed application from the operator of the 
property shall assure that notice of completed application is given to his or her employees except 
as provided in (e). 
(e) The notices specified in subsections (c) and (d) are not required to be given to an employee 
covered under section 6700 (which includes fieldworkers) or their employer if the operator of the 
property can assure that: 

(1) The field is posted pursuant to section 6776(b-f), unless the pesticide product labeling 
requires both oral notification and posting of treated fields; or 

(2) During the restricted entry interval, that employee or employer will not enter or walk 
within ¼ mile of the treated field. 
(f) The notices specified in subsections (c) and (d) must be given orally or in writing and in a 
manner the person can understand and include; 

(1) The location and description of the treated field; 
(2) The time during which entry is restricted; and 
(3) Instructions not to enter the treated field until the restricted entry interval has expired, 

except as provided in section 6770. 
(g) The operator of the property shall assure that notice is given orally or in writing to persons, 
other than those specified in subsection (c), whom the operator of the property has prior 
knowledge that he or she will likely enter the treated field during the restricted entry interval. 
This notice is not required when a field is posted as specified in section 6776(b-f). The notice 
must be in a manner the person can understand and include: 

(1) The location and description of the treated field; 
(2) The time during which entry is restricted; and 
(3) Instructions not to enter the treated field until the restricted entry interval has expired. 
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If approved by the Director, the pesticide exposure study shall be conducted in accordance with 
the approved amended protocol. In the event that the potential impact on human participants is 
uncertain, the study director shall consult with the Director. 
(i) Renewal of Protocol. The study director shall obtain approval of renewal from an IRB as 
described in subsection (d) prior to requesting the Director’s approval to renew the protocol. The 
study director shall submit, to the Director, the protocol and all documentation exchanged 
between the IRB and the study director regarding the renewal. After reviewing the 
documentation, if the Director approves the request for protocol renewal, the Director shall 
establish a revised expiration date. The revised expiration shall not exceed that date established 
in the IRB's renewal recommendation. 
(j) In the event of any complications or adverse health effects identified during the conduct of 
the study, the study director shall take immediate action to ensure the health and safety of the 
human participants. The study director shall immediately notify the Director of such 
complications or adverse health effects and the immediate actions taken. 
(k) The study director shall submit the following information to the Director by the expiration 
date: 

(1) A statement regarding the status of the study including information as to whether the 
study was completed, postponed, or cancelled. 

(2) A report and explanation of any complications or adverse health effects involving the 
human participants and what actions were taken. 
(l) The Director or agricultural commissioner of the county where the study is taking place may 
inspect the pesticide exposure study activities to evaluate compliance with the protocol. The 
Director or commissioner may order the study director or human participants to cease 
immediately any human pesticide exposure activity conducted during the study to protect the 
safety of the human participants. The Director may cancel the authorization to conduct the 
pesticide exposure study whenever it is deemed necessary to protect participant safety, public 
safety, or the environment. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 12976 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
Reference:  Sections 12980, 12981, 12987 and 12988, Food and Agricultural Code. 

6712.  Public Agencies. [Renumbered] 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 407 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.   
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 

6714.  Exemptions. [Repealed] 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 407 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.   
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 

6716.  Sunset Review of Regulations. [Repealed] 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Section 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 
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                      6720 Chapter 3. PEST CONTROL OPERATIONS 
Subchapter 3. PESTICIDE WORKER SAFETY            Rev. 1/2017     

Article 2. General Safety Requirements 
Sections 6720-6746 

6720.  Safety of Employed Persons. 
(a) The requirements of this article shall be complied with by the employer for the safety of 
employees handling pesticides. 
(b) When only vertebrate pest control baits, solid fumigants (including, but not limited to, 
aluminum phosphide, magnesium phosphide, and smoke cartridges), insect monitoring traps or 
non-insecticidal lures are handled, the employer is exempt from the requirements of sections 
6730 (Working Alone), and 6732 (Change Area), and 6738.1(e). 
(c) When antimicrobial agents, used only as sanitizers, disinfectants, or medical sterilants, or 
pool and spa chemicals are handled, the employer is exempt from complying with the provisions 
of Title 3, California Code of Regulations sections specified below, provided the employer 
instead complies with any applicable requirements in the following corresponding provisions of 
Title 8, California Code of Regulations.  

Title 3, CCR Title 8, CCR
                          6700  3200 and 3202 
                          6702  3200 and 3203 
                          6720  As indicated in this Subsection
                          6723  3203, 3204, and 5194 
                          6724  3203 and 5194 
                          6726  3400 
                          6732  3367 
                          6734  3363 and 3366 
                          6738-6738.4  3380 through 3385 

6739          5144 
                          6740  3317 
                          6742  5141 
                          6744  3203 and 5194 

(d) The provisions of sections 6726, 6734, 6738.1 - 6738.4, 6739, 6766, 6768, and 6770 do not 
apply to licensed agricultural pest control advisers and registered professional foresters, while 
performing, crop adviser tasks, after the application is completed, including field-checking or 
scouting, making observations of the well-being of the plants, or taking samples provided: 

(1) They have been trained equivalent to the requirements of section 6724 (licensed 
agricultural pest control advisers are considered trained for the purposes of this exception); and 
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(2) The licensed agricultural pest control adviser or registered professional forester has 
made specific determinations regarding appropriate personal protective equipment, needed 
decontamination facilities, and how to safely conduct crop adviser tasks. 
(e) The provisions of this subchapter do not apply to employees handling consumer products 
packaged for distribution to, and use by, the general public, provided that employee use of the 
product is not significantly greater than the typical consumer use of the product. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Section 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
Reference: Sections 11501, 12973, 12980, and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  

6722.  Minimum Age Requirements. 
The employer shall not permit an employee under 18 years of age to: 
(a) handle any pesticide used in the commercial or research production of an agricultural 
commodity. 
(b) enter a field under a restricted entry interval. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Section 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 

6723.  Hazard Communication for Pesticide Handlers. 
(a) Before employees are allowed to handle pesticides, the employer shall display a copy of a 
completed written Hazard Communication Information for Employees Handling Pesticides in 
Agricultural Settings (Pesticide Safety Information Series leaflet A-8) or Hazard Communication 
Information for Employees Handling Pesticides in Noncrop Settings (Pesticide Safety 
Information Series leaflet N-8), as applicable, at a central location in the workplace. Upon 
request, the employer shall read to the requesting employee, in a language understandable to that 
employee, Pesticide Information Series leaflet A-8/N-8. Pesticide Information Series leaflet 
A-8/N-8 shall be written by the Department of Pesticide Regulation in English and Spanish. 
Pesticide Information Series leaflets are available from the Department. 
(b) The employer shall maintain, at a central location at the workplace accessible to employees 
who handle pesticides the following: 

(1) Pesticide use records as specified in section 6624 (b), (c), and (e) for pesticides that 
have been handled by his or her employees; 

(2) Copies of available Pesticide Safety Information Series leaflets which are applicable to 
the pesticides and handling activities listed in the pesticide use records referred to in subsection 
(b) (1). 

(A) The A-8 must also be posted at all permanent decontamination facilities and 
decontamination facilities servicing 11 or more handlers. 

(B) Any changes to the A-8 relating to the name, address, or telephone number of the 
facility providing emergency medical care must be updated within 24 hours of the change. 

(3) A Safety Data Sheet (SDS), as specified by Title 8 California Code of Regulations, 
section 5194, for each pesticide listed in the pesticide use records referred to in subsection (b) 
(1). If the SDS is not provided by the registrant of a pesticide, the employer shall: 
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(A) Within seven working days of a request for a SDS from an employee, employee 
representative or employee's physician, make written inquiry to the registrant of the pesticide, 
asking that a SDS be sent to the employer. If the employer has made written inquiry within the 
last 12 months as to whether the pesticide is subject to the requirement for a SDS or the 
employer has made a written inquiry within the last 6 months requesting new, revised or later 
information on the SDS, the employer need not make additional written inquiry. A copy of the 
written inquiry shall immediately be sent to the person requesting the SDS; 

(B) Notify the requester of the availability of the SDS or provide a copy of the SDS to 
the requester within 15 days of receipt of the SDS from the registrant; and 

(C) If a response has not been received from the registrant within 25 working days of 
the date the inquiry was made, send the Department a copy of the inquiry with a notation that no 
response has been received. The employer is not precluded from obtaining and providing the 
SDS utilizing other more expedient methods in lieu of those provided in this subsection. 
(c) The employer shall inform employees, before they are allowed to handle pesticides and at 
least annually thereafter, of the location and availability of the records and other documents 
listed in this section or relating to employee training, monitoring, and potential exposure. If the 
location of the records and other documents changes, an employer shall promptly inform his or 
her employees of the new location. 
(d) The employer shall provide, upon request of his or her employee, employee representative, 
or employee's physician, access to any records or other documents required to be maintained 
pursuant to this chapter. Access shall be granted as soon as possible and not to exceed 48 hours 
from the date of the request. A request from an employee representative must contain the 
following in writing: 
(1) The name of the employee being represented. 
(2) A description of the specific information being requested. The description must include the 
dates of employment of the employee, the date or dates for which the records are requested, type 
of work conducted by the employee (e.g., plating, harvesting, applying pesticides, mixing or 
loading pesticides) during the period for which the records are requested, and the specific 
application and/or hazard information requested. 
(3) A written statement clearly designating the representative to request pesticide application 
and hazard information on the employee’s behalf, bearing the employee’s printed name and 
signature, the date of the designation, and the printed name and contact information for the 
employee representative. 
(4) Directions on where the requested information should be sent (e.g., mailing address or 
email address). 

INFORMATIONAL NOTE: Other requirements relating to hazard communication can be 
found in Sections 6602, 6618, 6619, 6724, 6726, 6738, 6744, 6764, 6766, 6770, and 6776. 

NOTE:  Authority cited: Section 12980, Food and Agricultural Code.  
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code; and 29 Code of 
Federal Regulations, Part 1910.1200.  
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6723.1. Application-Specific Information For Handlers. 
(a) The operator of property used for the commercial or research production of an agricultural 
plant commodity shall display, at a central location, the following application-specific 
information while employees are employed to handle pesticides: 

(1) The crop or site treated and identification of the treated area; 
(2) The date(s) and time(s) the application started and ended; 
(3) Restricted entry interval; 
(4) Product name, U.S. EPA registration number, and active ingredients; and 
(5) A copy of the Safety Data Sheet(s) for the applied pesticide(s). 

(b) The information shall be displayed within 24 hours of the completion of an application and 
include all applications that have been made to any treated field on the agricultural establishment 
within 1/4 mile of where employees will be working. Once displayed, the information shall 
remain displayed until the area no longer meets the definition of a treated field or handler 
employees will no longer be on the establishment, whichever occurs earlier. 
(c) The information required by this section must be retained for two years. 
(d) The original or copies of documents otherwise required to be maintained by this chapter 
may be used to meet the requirements of this section provided they contain the information 
required by this section. 

NOTE:  Authority cited: Section 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
Reference: Sections 11501, 12973, 12980, and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 
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6724.  Handler Training. 
The employer shall assure that employees who handle pesticides have been trained pursuant to 
the requirements of this section and that all other provisions of this section have been complied 
with for employees who handle pesticides. 
(a) The employer shall have a written training program. The training program shall describe 
the materials (e.g., study guides, pamphlets, pesticide product labeling, Pesticide Safety 
Information Series leaflets, Safety Data Sheets, slides, video tapes) and information that will be 
provided and used to train his or her employees and identify the person or firm that will provide 
the training. The training program shall address each of the subjects specified in subsection (b) 
that is applicable to the specific pesticide handling situation. The employer shall maintain a copy 
of the training program while in use and for two years after use, at a central location at the 
workplace. 
(b) The training shall cover, for each pesticide or chemically similar group of pesticides, to be 
used: 

(1) Format and meaning of information, such as precautionary statements about human 
health hazards, contained in pesticide product labeling; 

(2) Hazards of pesticides, including acute and chronic effects, delayed effects, and 
sensitization, as identified in pesticide product labeling, Safety Data Sheets, or Pesticide Safety 
Information Series leaflets; 

(3) Routes by which pesticides can enter the body; 
(4) Signs and symptoms of overexposure; 
(5) Emergency first aid for pesticide overexposure; 
(6) How to obtain emergency medical care; 
(7) Routine and emergency decontamination procedures, including spill clean up and the 

need to thoroughly shower with soap and warm water after the exposure period; 
(8) Need for, limitations, appropriate use, and sanitation, of, any required personal 

protective equipment; 
(9) Prevention, recognition, and first aid for heat-related illness in accordance with Title 8 

of the California Code of Regulations, section 3395; 
(10) Safety requirements and procedures, including engineering controls (such as closed 

systems and enclosed cabs) for handling, transporting, storing, and disposing of pesticides; 
(11) Environmental concerns such as drift, runoff, and wildlife hazards; 
(12) Warnings about taking pesticides or pesticide containers home; 
(13) Requirements of this chapter and chapter 4 relating to pesticide safety, Safety Data 

Sheets, and Pesticide Safety Information Series leaflets; 
(14) The purposes and requirements for medical supervision if organophosphate or 

carbamate pesticides with the signal word "DANGER" or "WARNING" on the labeling are 
mixed, loaded, or applied for the commercial or research production of an agricultural plant 
commodity; 
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(15) The location of the written Hazard Communication Information For Employees 
Handling Pesticides (Pesticide Safety Information Series leaflet A-8), other Pesticide Safety 
Information Series leaflets, and Safety Data Sheets; 

(16) The employee's rights, including the right: 
(A) To personally receive information about pesticides to which he or she may be 

exposed; 
(B) For his or her physician or employee representative to receive information about 

pesticides to which he or she may be exposed; and 
(C) To be protected against retaliatory action due to the exercise of any of his or her 

rights. 
(c) The training shall be in a manner the employee can understand, be conducted pursuant to 
the written training program, and include response to questions. Training for employees handling 
pesticides used for the commercial or research production of an agricultural commodity must be 
at a location reasonably free from distraction and trainers must be present throughout the entire 
presentation. 
(d) Training shall be completed before the employee is allowed to handle pesticides, 
continually updated to cover any new pesticides that will be handled, and repeated at least 
annually thereafter. Initial training may be waived if the employee submits a record showing that 
training meeting the requirements of this section and covering the pesticides and use situations 
applicable to the new employment situation was received within the last year. A certified 
applicator is considered trained for the purposes of this section. 
(e) The date and extent of initial and annually required training given to the employee and the 
job to be assigned shall be recorded. This record shall be verified by the employee's signature 
and retained by the employer for two years at a central location at the workplace accessible to 
employees. For an employee handling pesticides used for the commercial or research production 
of an agricultural commodity, the record must also include employee’s printed name; the title(s) 
and source(s) of the training materials used; employer’s name; and trainer’s name and 
qualifications as specified in (f). 
(f) The person conducting the training for employees who will be handling pesticides for the 
commercial or research production of an agricultural plant commodity shall be qualified as one 
of the following: 

(1) A California certified commercial applicator; 
(2) A California certified private applicator; 
(3) A person holding a valid County Biologist License in Pesticide Regulation or 

Investigation and Environmental Monitoring issued by the Department of Food and Agriculture; 
(4) A farm advisor employed by the University of California Extension Office; 
(5) A person who has completed an "instructor trainer" program presented by one of the 

following: 
(A) the University of California, Integrated Pest Management Program; or 
(B) other instructor training program approved by the Director; 

(6) A California licensed Agricultural Pest Control Adviser; 
(7) A California Registered Professional Forester; or 
(8) Other trainer qualification approved by the Director. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Section 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 
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6726.  Emergency Medical Care. 
(a) Emergency medical care for employees handling pesticides shall be planned for in advance. 
The employer shall locate a facility where emergency medical care is available for employees 
who will be handling pesticides. 
(b) Employees shall be informed of the name and location of a facility where emergency 
medical care is available. The employer shall post in a prominent place at the work site, or work 
vehicle if there is no designated work site, the name, address and telephone number of a facility 
able to provide emergency medical care whenever employees will be handling pesticides and, if 
the identified facility is not reasonably accessible from that work location, procedures to be 
followed to obtain emergency medical care. 
(c) When there is reasonable grounds to suspect that an employee has a pesticide illness, or 
when an exposure to a pesticide has occurred that might reasonably be expected to lead to an 
employee's illness, the employer shall ensure that the employee is taken to a physician 
immediately. 
(d) The employer shall provide the following information to medical personnel treating an 
employee suspected of being exposed to a pesticide used in the commercial or research 
production of an agricultural commodity: 

(1) Copies of the applicable Safety Data Sheet(s) and the product name(s), U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency registration number(s), and active ingredient(s) for each 
pesticide product to which the employee may have been exposed. 

(2) The circumstances of application or use of the pesticide. 
(3) The circumstances that could have resulted in exposure to the pesticide. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 
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6728.  Medical Supervision. 
(a) Whenever an employee mixes, loads, or applies a pesticide with the signal word "DANGER" 
or "WARNING" that contains an organophosphate or carbamate, for the commercial or research 
production of an agricultural plant commodity, the employer shall maintain use records that 
identify the employee, the name of the pesticide, and the date of use. The original or copies of 
documents otherwise required to be maintained by this chapter may be used to meet the 
requirements of this section provided they contain the information required by this section. 
(b) Each employer who has an employee who regularly handles pesticides specified in (a) shall 
have a written agreement signed by a physician, that includes the names and addresses of both 
the physician providing the medical supervision and the employer responsible for the employees, 
stating that the physician has agreed to provide medical supervision and that the physician 
possesses a copy of, and is aware of the contents of the document "Medical Supervision of 
Pesticide Workers-Guidelines for Physicians" (available from the Office of Environmental 
Health Hazard Assessment). A copy of this agreement shall be given to the commissioner by the 
employer no later than when an employee begins to regularly handle pesticides specified in (a). 
(c) The employer's responsibilities for medical supervision for employees regularly handling 
pesticides specified in (a) shall include the following: 

(1) All covered employees shall have baseline red cell and plasma cholinesterase 
determinations. Baseline values shall be verified every two years. For new employees, the 
medical supervisor may accept previously established baseline values if they are obtained in 
accordance with these regulations by the same laboratory methodology and are acceptable to the 
laboratory which will analyze the new employee's blood samples. 

(2) (A) The employer shall ensure that each employee, not previously under medical 
supervision associated with that employer, has red cell and plasma cholinesterase determinations 
within three working days after the conclusion of each 30-day period in which pesticides 
specified in (a) are regularly handled. 

(B) After three tests at 30-day intervals, further periodic monitoring shall be at intervals 
specified in writing by the medical supervisor except for verification of baseline as specified 
in (1). 

(C) Where the medical supervisor has made no written recommendation for continued 
periodic monitoring, the testing interval shall be 60 days. 

(3) The employer shall keep a record of the agreement to provide medical supervision, use 
records, all recommendations received from the medical supervisor, and all results of 
cholinesterase tests required to be made on his/her employees by this section or by the medical 
supervisor. Records required by this section shall be maintained for three years and shall be 
available for inspection by the employee, the Director, commissioner, county health official, or 
state health official. 

(4) The employer shall follow the recommendations of the medical supervisor concerning 
matters of occupational health. 

(5) The employer shall post the name, address, and telephone number of the medical 
supervisor in a prominent place at the locale where the employee usually starts the workday; or if 
there is no locale where the employee usually starts the workday, at each worksite; or in each 
work vehicle. 
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(d) The employer shall investigate the work practices of any employee whose red cell or plasma 
cholinesterase levels fall below 80 percent of the baseline. The investigation of work practices 
shall include a review of the safety equipment used and its condition; and the employee's work 
practices which included employee sanitation, pesticide handling procedures, and equipment 
usage. The employer shall maintain a written record of the findings, any changes in equipment or 
procedures, and any recommendations made to the employee. 
(e) The employer shall remove an employee from exposure to organophosphate or carbamate 
pesticides if the employee's plasma cholinesterase level falls to 60 percent or less of baseline, or 
if red cell cholinesterase falls to 70 percent or less of baseline. The employee shall be removed 
from further exposure until cholinesterase values return to 80 percent or more of their respective 
baseline values. The employer shall maintain written records of the dates of removal and the 
dates when employees are returned to exposure. 
(f) To meet the requirements of these regulations, acetylcholinesterase (also known as red 
blood cell cholinesterase) and butyrylcholinesterase (also known as plasma or serum 
cholinesterase or pseudocholinesterase) tests ordered by a medical supervisor for occupational 
health surveillance shall be performed by a clinical laboratory currently approved by the State 
Department of Health Services to perform these tests. By January 1, 2000, tests shall be 
performed according to the procedures outlined below. If tests cannot be performed according to 
the following procedures, the conversion procedure outlined in 6728 (f)(8) shall be performed. 

(1) Using personnel and procedures acceptable to the Department of Health Services 
(Business and Professions Code sections 1242, 1243, 1246, 1269, 2070; Health and Safety Code 
sections 120580, 1607), blood collection and storage shall be done according to the following 
conditions: 

(A) Blood samples shall be kept in ice or at a temperature of 4º C until time of assay. If 
the sample is centrifuged to remove the erythrocytes from the plasma, the plasma shall be stored 
frozen at a temperature of ≤ minus 20ºC until the assay is performed. If possible, the assay shall 
be performed within 24 hours after blood collection. Time of sample collection, analysis, and 
storage conditions shall be specified on the report. 

(B) Ethylenediaminetetraacetic acid (EDTA) or heparin shall be used as an 
anticoagulant in a standard vacutainer tube.

 (2) The reagents and equipment shall conform to the following conditions: 
(A) A spectrophotometer at a wavelength between 405 and 425 nanometers shall be used. 
(B) The assay shall be performed at a temperature of 25º C. 
(C) The following conditions regarding the buffer/chromogen shall apply: 
1. A sodium phosphate buffer shall be used at a concentration of 0.1 M adjusted to a 

pH of 8.0 with a pH meter calibrated at both 7.0 and 10.0. 
2. Dithiobisnitrobenzoic acid (DTNB) at a stock concentration of 9.7 mM in 0.1 M 

sodium phosphate buffer pH 7.0 shall be used. 
(D) The substrate acetylthiocholine iodide shall be used at a stock concentration of 

10.1 mM in 0.1 M sodium phosphate buffer pH 8.0. 
(E) The butyrylcholinesterase inhibitor quinidine hydrochloride monohydrate shall be 

used at a stock concentration of 6 mM in distilled deionized water. 
(3) The acetylcholinesterase enzyme assay shall be performed within 15 minutes of 

preparation and the procedure for performing the assay shall be as follows: 

TITLE 3.  CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS 
DIV. 6. PESTICIDES AND PEST CONTROL OPERATIONS 



                                                                   
                                                           

 
   
   

 

 
 

  
   

   
  

     
 

     
 

   
    

 
   

 
  

  
 

 
      

  
  

    
  

   
   

  
  

   
 

   
   

  
  

    
  
  

  
 

  
 

Chapter 3. PEST CONTROL OPERATIONS     6728-2 
Subchapter 3. PESTICIDE WORKER SAFETY        1/2003 

(A) Measure 0.2 mL whole blood and add into a 1.8 mL solution of deionized distilled 
water; mix thoroughly and keep the solution on ice. 

(B) To 2.5 mL of the sodium phosphate buffer, add 0.02 mL of the blood solution, 
0.1 mL of DTNB (0.32 mM final concentration) and 0.1 mL of quinidine (0.2 mM final 
concentration); mix thoroughly and allow to sit for 5 minutes. 

(C) Add 0.3 mL acetylthiocholine iodide (1.0 mM final concentration) into the 
buffer/sample solution and mix thoroughly. 

(D) Measure absorbance over the linear portion of the enzyme activity curve in the 
spectrophotometer. 

(4) The procedure for performing butyrylcholinesterase enzyme assay determination shall 
be as follows: 

(A) Physical separation of plasma or serum shall be performed. 
(B) If samples are frozen, they shall be thawed at room temperature to assure 

homogeneity of the sample. 
(C) To 2.6 mL of the sodium phosphate buffer, add 0.02 mL of the plasma or serum 

and 0.1 mL of DTNB (0.32 mM final concentration), mix thoroughly and allow to sit for 5 
minutes. 

(D) Add 0.3 mL acetylthiocholine iodide (1.0 mM final concentration) into the 
buffer/sample solution and mix thoroughly. 

(E) Measure absorbance over the linear portion of the enzyme activity curve in the 
spectrophotometer. 

(5) A Buffer Blank containing 2.6 mL of sodium phosphate buffer, 0.3 mL of 
acetylthiocholine (1.0 mM final concentration ), and 0.1 mL of DTNB (0.32 mM final 
concentration) and 0.02 mL of distilled deionized water shall be run with every batch of assays. 

(6) Reporting units shall be in International Units per milliliter of sample (IU/mL). 
(7) Baseline and follow up assays specified in 6728 (c)(2)(A) shall be conducted by the 

same laboratory method. 
(8) If an assay different from that described above is used, the method shall be shown 

comparable with the foregoing conditions and a conversion equation prepared. Results shall be 
reported in International Units per mL on both the original and the converted scale. The 
conditions to establish comparability shall be as described below. 

(A) Using personnel and procedures acceptable to the Department of Health Services 
(Business and Professions Code sections 1242, 1243, 1246, 1269, 2070; Health and Safety Code 
sections 120580, 1607), blood samples shall be collected from at least ten subjects. 

(B) Blood from each subject shall be tested by serial dilution as specified in 
"Comparison of Acetylcholinesterase Assays Run under Conditions Specified by the Standard 
Ellman Method and Conditions Specified by a Commercial Cholinesterase Reagent Kit." HS-
1752, July 30, 1998, Department of Pesticide Regulation, Worker Health and Safety Branch. 

(C) Test dilutions shall be made at 100% and 50% of enzyme activity. 
(D) Triplicate samples shall be run by both the reference and the alternative methods. 
(E) Pearson product-moment correlation coefficient squared (r2) shall be at least 0.9 

between results of the alternative and reference methods. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: section 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code 
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6730.  Working Alone. 
(a) An employee mixing, loading, or applying a pesticide in toxicity category one for 
production of an agricultural commodity may not work alone during daylight hours unless 
personal, radio, or telephone contact is made to a responsible adult at intervals not exceeding two 
hours. 
(b) An employee mixing, loading, or applying a pesticide in toxicity category one for 
production of an agricultural commodity may not work alone during nighttime hours unless 
personal, radio, or telephone contact is made to a responsible adult at intervals not exceeding one 
hour. 
(c) A pilot, mixer-loader, and/or flagger team shall be considered as working together. In the 
case of two ground applicators working in the same field, no additional person is necessary if 
they can see each other or each other's application vehicles. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 

6732.  Change Area. 
For any employee who regularly handles pesticides with the signal word "DANGER" or 
"WARNING", and for all employees who handle any pesticides for the commercial or research 
production of an agricultural plant commodity, the employer shall assure that there is, at the 
place where employees end their exposure period and remove their personal protective 
equipment, an area where employees may change clothes and wash themselves. Clean towels, 
soap, and sufficient water shall be available to allow for thorough washing. For employees who 
handle pesticides for the commercial or research production of an agricultural plant commodity, 
the change area must meet the requirements specified in section 6734(a), (b)(1), and (b)(2). The 
employer shall provide a clean, pesticide-free place where employees may store any personal 
clothing not in use while at work handling pesticides. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Section 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code 
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6734.  Handler Decontamination Facilities. 
(a) The employer shall assure that sufficient water, soap and single use towels for routine 
washing of hands and face and for emergency eye flushing and washing of the entire body are 
available for employees as specified in this section. 

(1) This water shall be of a quality and temperature that will not cause illness or injury 
when it contacts the skin or eyes or if it is swallowed, and shall be stored separate from that used 
for mixing with pesticides unless the tank holding water for mixing with pesticides is equipped 
with appropriate valves to prevent back flow of pesticides into the water. 

(2) One clean change of coveralls shall be available at each decontamination site. 
(b) For employees handling pesticides used in the commercial or research production of an 
agricultural commodity, the employer shall assure: 

(1) The water required to be available in (a) is at least three gallons per handler at the 
beginning of each handler’s work day. 

(2) Hand sanitizing gels and liquids or wet towelettes are not used to meet the requirement 
for soap and single use towels as specified in (a). 

(3) The decontamination site is at the mixing/loading site and not more than 1/4 mile (or at 
the nearest point of vehicular access) from other handlers, except that the decontamination site 
for pilots may be at the loading site regardless of distance from where the 
pilot is working. The decontamination site must not be in an area being treated or under a 
restricted entry interval unless: 

(A) The handlers for whom the site is provided are working in that area being treated or 
under a restricted entry interval; 

(B) The soap, towels, and extra change of coveralls are in an enclosed container; and 
(C) The water is running tap water or enclosed in a container. 
(4) Employees are notified of the location of the decontamination site prior to handling 

pesticides. 
(5) One pint of water for emergency eye flushing is immediately available to each 

employee (carried by the handler or on the vehicle or aircraft the handler is using) if the pesticide 
product labeling requires protective eyewear. When the handler is mixing or loading a pesticide 
then only the requirements in (6) apply. 

(6) At the mixing/loading site there is immediate employee access to at least one system 
capable of delivering gently running water at a rate of least 0.4 gallons per minute for at least 15 
minutes, or at least six gallons of water in containers suitable for providing a gentle eye-flush for 
about 15 minutes for emergency eye-flushing, if the product labeling requires protective eyewear 
or a closed mixing system is used. 
(c) The decontamination site for employees handling pesticides for uses other than the 
commercial or research production of an agricultural plant commodity shall be within 100 feet of 
the mixing/loading site when they are handling pesticides with the signal word "DANGER" or 
"WARNING" on the label. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Section 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 

6736. Coveralls.  [Repealed] 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Section 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 
   Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 

TITLE  3.  CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS 
DIV. 6. PESTICIDES AND PEST CONTROL OPERATIONS 



                                                                          
                                                                         

 
 

   
 

  
   
  

  
 

  
   

  
  

    
   
    

  
   

 
  

  
 

  
  

  
 

 

 

  
  

 
   

 
 

     

  
  

      

 
 

      

 
     

6738 Chapter 3. PEST CONTROL OPERATIONS 
Subchapter 3. PESTICIDE WORKER SAFETY      Rev.  6/2015       

6738.  Personal Protective Equipment Care. 
(a) The employer shall: 
(1) Provide all personal protective equipment required by pesticide product labeling, 

regulation, and restricted material permit condition, provide for its daily inspection and cleaning 
(according to pesticide labeling instructions or, absent any instructions, washed in detergent and 
hot water), and repair or replace any worn, damaged, or heavily contaminated personal protective 
equipment. Leather gloves used to apply only aluminum phosphide or magnesium phosphide 
pesticides and which have been aerated for 12 hours or more shall be considered cleaned. 

(2) Assure that all clean personal protective equipment, when not in use, is kept separate 
from personal clothing and in a clean and pesticide-free, specifically designated place. 

(3) Assure that personal protective equipment is used correctly for its intended purpose. 
(4) Keep and wash potentially contaminated personal protective equipment separately from 

other clothing or laundry. 
(5) Assure that all clean personal protective equipment is either dried thoroughly before 

being stored or is put in a well-ventilated place to dry. 
(6) Assure that personal protective equipment remains the property of the employer and 

that pesticide handlers are not allowed or directed to take potentially contaminated personal 
protective equipment into their homes. However, employees whose work day does not involve 
return to the employer’s headquarters shall remove and store potentially contaminated coveralls 
in a sealable container outside their own living quarters for later return to the employer. 

(7) Assure that any person or firm assigned or hired to clean or repair potentially 
contaminated personal protective equipment is protected and informed in accordance with the 
requirements of section 6744.  

NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 

6738.1. Personal Protective Equipment Use.
  Personal protective equipment may be required by pesticide product labeling, regulations, or 
restricted material permit conditions. Except as provided in section 6738.4, the employer shall 
assure that: 
(a) Employees wear protective eyewear as specified in section 6738.2 when employees are 
mixing, loading, or applying pesticides by hand or ground rig, and when exposed to application, 
mixing, or loading equipment (such as but not limited to hoppers, tanks, or lines) that contains or 
is contaminated with pesticide. 
(b) Employees wear chemical-resistant gloves as specified in section 6738.3 when employees 
are mixing, loading, or applying pesticides by hand or ground rig, or when exposed to 
application equipment (such as but not limited to aircraft, hoppers, tanks, or lines) that contains 
or is contaminated with pesticide. 
(c) Employees wear chemical-resistant footwear when required. Unless specified on the 
pesticide product labeling, chemical-resistant shoes, chemical-resistant boots, or chemical-
resistant coverings worn over shoes or boots meet this requirement. 
(d) Employees wear a chemical-resistant hood or a wide-brim chemical-resistant hat when 
chemical-resistant headgear is required. 
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(e) Employees wear coveralls whenever they handle pesticides with the signal word 
“DANGER” or “WARNING” except when using fumigants unless the pesticide product labeling 
expressly requires the use of coveralls. 
(f) Employees wear a chemical-resistant apron when required. The apron must cover the front 
of the body from mid-chest to the knees. 
(g) Employees wear a chemical-resistant suit that covers the torso, head, arms, and legs when a 
full-body chemical-resistant suit is required. 

(1) If the ambient temperature exceeds 80oF during daylight hours or 85oF during nighttime 
hours (sunset to sunrise), employees required to wear a chemical-resistant suit must not handle 
the pesticide(s) unless the pesticide is handled pursuant to subsections 6738.4(c) or (e); or 
employees use cooled chemical-resistant suits, or engineering controls, to reduce temperatures to 
an effective working environment of 80oF during daylight hours or 85oF during nighttime hours 
(sunset to sunrise). 

NOTE:  Authority cited: Sections 11456 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
  Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 

6738.2. Selection of Protective Eyewear.
   The employer shall assure that appropriate protective eyewear, providing brow and temple 
protection that conforms to the curvature of the face and side protection to the eyes, is worn 
when its use is required. 
(a) Whenever protective eyewear is required, and the labeling does not identify a specific type, 
one of the following types of eyewear or eye protective devices bearing evidence of compliance 
with American National Standard for Occupational and Education Personal Eye and Face 
Protection Devices ANSI Z87.1-2010 must be worn: 

(1) Safety glasses that provide front, brow, and temple protection. 
(2) Goggles. 
(3) Face shield. 

(b) If the pesticide labeling identifies a specific type of protective eyewear, that specified 
eyewear or more protective eyewear, must be worn. 
(c) Use of a respirator with a full-face mask approved by the National Institute of Occupational 
Safety and Health (NIOSH) will satisfy the protective eyewear requirement, unless specifically 
prohibited by the pesticide labeling. 
(d) The wearing of prescription lenses must not interfere with the fit and function of the 
protective eyewear and the protective eyewear must not interfere with the fit and function of 
prescription lenses. 

NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 11456 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
 Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 

6738.3. Selection of Gloves. 
The employer shall assure that appropriate chemical-resistant gloves are worn by employees 
when their use is required. 
(a) If the barrier material is specified by a category on the product labeling, the required glove 
material must be: 
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(1) Category A: barrier laminate, butyl rubber, nitrile rubber, neoprene, natural rubber, 
polyethylene, polyvinyl chloride (PVC), or Viton®. 

(2) Category B: barrier laminate or butyl rubber. 
(3) Category C: barrier laminate, butyl rubber, nitrile rubber, neoprene, PVC, or Viton®. 
(4) Category D: barrier laminate or butyl rubber. 
(5) Category E: barrier laminate, nitrile rubber, neoprene, or Viton®. 
(6) Category F: barrier laminate, butyl rubber, nitrile rubber, or Viton®. 
(7) Category G or H: barrier laminate, or Viton®. 

(b) If use of chemical-resistant gloves is required by pesticide labeling without specification of 
a barrier material or category, the barrier material may be any cited in (a). 
(c) All barrier materials must be 14 mils or thicker except: 

(1) barrier laminate and polyethylene materials. 
(2) when chemical-resistant gloves are used to make fine adjustments to equipment or 

other activities that require high dexterity and motor control skill the gloves must be made of an 
appropriate barrier material, as specified in (a) and (b) above, and only be used for a maximum 
of 15 minutes. Such gloves may only be used once for such specific tasks and must be discarded 
and not reused after the task is accomplished. 
(d) Separable glove liners made of cotton or other absorbent materials may be worn under 
chemical-resistant gloves unless expressly prohibited by pesticide product labeling. The glove 
liners must not extend beyond the end of the chemical-resistant glove. Glove liners must be 
disposed of at the end of the workday, or immediately if any portion of the liner comes in contact 
with pesticide during the workday. 

(1) Flocked gloves or those with other types of non-separable liners are prohibited. 
(e) Leather gloves may be worn over chemical-resistant gloves when required by working 
conditions. Once leather gloves have been used for this purpose, they must not be worn without 
being worn over chemical-resistant gloves. 
(f) If chemical-resistant gloves are brought into the cockpit of an aircraft that has been used to 

apply pesticides, the gloves must be stored in an enclosed chemical-resistant container. 

NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 11456 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
 Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 

6738.4. Personal Protective Equipment Exemptions.
  The following exceptions and substitutions to personal protective equipment required by 
pesticide product labeling or regulation are permitted. However, employers shall assure that all 
exempted personal protective equipment is present and available for use at the worksite and 
stored in a chemical-resistant container, such as a plastic bag , even if the personal protective 
equipment's use is exempted by this section. 
(a) Chemical-resistant gloves and protective eyewear are not required when: 

(1) applying in an enclosed cab; 
(2) using vehicle-mounted or towed equipment with spray nozzles that are located below 

the employee and directed downward; 
(3) applying vertebrate pest control baits using long-handled implements that avoid actual 

hand contact with the bait or potentially contaminated areas of equipment; 
(4) working in situations where the handler has no liquid contact with a fumigant. The 

handler may wear gloves, unless expressly prohibited by pesticide product labeling; or 
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(5) using an application system approved by the Director that is engineered to provide a 
level of protection to the employee that is equivalent to, or better than, the required personal 
protective equipment. 
(b) Protective eyewear is not required when: 

(1) applying non-insecticidal lures or baiting insect monitoring traps; 
(2) applying solid fumigants (including, but not limited to, aluminum phosphide, 

magnesium phosphide, and smoke cartridges) to vertebrate burrows; or, 
(3) applying vertebrate pest control baits that are placed without being propelled from 

application equipment. 
(c) Protective eyewear, coveralls, chemical-resistant gloves, and a chemical-resistant apron 
may be worn instead of personal protective equipment required by pesticide product labeling 
when using a closed system to handle pesticide products with the signal word “DANGER” or 
“WARNING”. This also applies when using a closed system to handle dry pesticide product 
formulations provided the requirements in section 6746(d) and (g) are met. For purposes of this 
subsection and subsection (d), persons mixing pesticides packaged in sealed and intact water-
soluble packets are considered to be using a closed system. 
(d) Protective eyewear and work clothing may be worn instead of personal protective 
equipment required by pesticide product labeling when using a closed system to handle pesticide 
products with the signal word “CAUTION”. 
(e) Work clothing may be worn instead of personal protective equipment, including when 
required by pesticide product labeling, when occupying an enclosed cab as defined in section 
6000. If a filtering facepiece respirator (NIOSH approval number prefix TC-84A) or dust/mist 
filtering respirator is required by the pesticide product labeling, then no respirator is required to 
be worn inside the enclosed cab if the enclosed cab has a properly functioning air ventilation 
system that is used and maintained in accordance with the manufacturer's written operating 
instructions. If any other type of respirator is required by the pesticide labeling, then the 
respirator must be worn inside the enclosed cab during handling activities. If personal protective 
equipment is contaminated by use in a treated area, it shall be removed and stored in a chemical-
resistant container, such as a plastic bag, before reentering the cab. 
(f) Work clothing may be worn instead of personal protective equipment, including when 
required by pesticide product labeling, when occupying an enclosed aircraft cockpit. Respiratory 
protection is not required to be worn when occupying an enclosed aircraft cockpit. 
(g) A helmet may be worn instead of chemical-resistant headgear when operating an aircraft. 
(h) A helmet with the face shield lowered to cover the face may be worn instead of protective 
eyewear when operating an aircraft. 

NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 11456 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
 Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 
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6740.  Adequate Light. 
Whenever natural light in a mixing/loading area is not adequate to allow an employee to read 
the label and work in a safe manner, artificial light shall be provided in such areas that is 
sufficient to perform these activities. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.   
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 

6742.  Safe Equipment. 
(a) The employer shall assure that equipment used for mixing, loading, transferring, or 
applying pesticides is inspected before each day of use and equipment with any safety defect is 
repaired or altered to remove the hazard before further use. 
(b) (1) All openings on tanks used for mixing or applying pesticides must be equipped with 
covers that will prevent splashes and spills. 

(2) Flexible hoses carrying liquid pesticides in toxicity categories one or two under 
pressure must not pass unshielded through the cockpit of an airplane or helicopter. 

(3) Shut-off devices must be installed on the exit end of all hoses carrying liquid pesticides 
in toxicity categories one or two from mixing tanks that are adequate to prevent splashes onto the 
employee doing the loading when filling operations are stopped and the filler hose is removed 
from the inlet to the tank of the application vehicle. As an alternative, a reversing action pump, 
or similar system, may be used that will empty the hose and eliminate dripping of liquid from the 
end of the hose when the filling operation is stopped. 

(4) Each tank, with a capacity of more than 49 gallons, that is used to mix or apply any 
liquid mixture derived from a pesticide in toxicity categories one or two, must have either: 

(A) a properly functioning means to indicate externally the internal liquid level in the 
tank such as a sight gauge; or 

(B) the tank or the filler hose nozzle must have a device that will automatically stop the 
filling operation before the pesticide liquid mixture spills over the top. 

(5) All external sight gauges must be protected against breakage and be equipped with 
valves so the pipes or tubes connected to the sight gauge can be shut off. 

NOTE:  Authority cited: Sections 11456 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.   
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 
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6744.  Equipment Maintenance. 
(a) Persons who own or operate pesticide mixing, loading, or application equipment shall 
inform each employee under their control who may be involved in the cleaning, servicing or 
repair of that equipment of the hazards of the pesticides that a person may encounter, and the 
methods of protecting against personal injury. 
(b) When cleaning, servicing or repairing is to be performed by persons not under the control 
of the owner or operator of the equipment, the owner or operator of the equipment shall notify 
the person in charge of performing these services of the requirements in (a).  

(1) If the equipment has been used in the commercial or research production of an 
agricultural plant commodity, the owner or operator of the equipment shall also notify the person 
in charge of performing these services of the following: 

(A) Pesticide application equipment may be contaminated with pesticides. 
(B) Procedures for handling pesticide application equipment and for limiting 

exposure to pesticide residues.  
(C) Personal hygiene practices and decontamination procedures for preventing 

pesticide exposures and removing pesticide residues. 
(c) Employees who clean, service, or repair mixing and application equipment shall be 
provided with any necessary protective equipment or clothing by their employer, and shall be 
instructed and supervised in the maintenance operation in a manner that will reduce work 
hazards. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.   
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 

6746.  Closed Mixing System Requirement. 
Closed mixing systems are engineering controls used to protect workers from dermal hazard 
when mixing pesticides with high acute dermal toxicity. The dermal toxicity of a pesticide is 
determined by the precautionary statements on the label. 
(a) When mixing liquid formulations of pesticides for the production of an agricultural 
commodity, the employer shall assure employees use an appropriate closed mixing system as 
specified by this section or pesticide product labeling. 
(b) Employees who mix liquid pesticide products, including adjuvants, bearing the statement 
“Fatal if absorbed through skin” or other comparable language shall use a closed mixing system 
that is capable of enclosing the pesticide while removing the contents from its original container, 
preventing the pesticide from contacting handlers. Each emptied pesticide container must be 
rinsed and drained as required by the pesticide product label or section 6684, and while still 
connected to the closed mixing system. A closed mixing system meeting this standard is a “Tier 
1” closed mixing system. 
(c) Employees who mix liquid pesticide products, excluding adjuvants, bearing the statement 
“May be fatal if absorbed through skin” or “Corrosive, causes skin damage” or other comparable 
language shall use a closed mixing system that is capable of enclosing the pesticide while 
removing the contents from its original container, preventing the pesticide from contacting 
handlers. A closed mixing system meeting this standard is a “Tier 2” closed mixing system. 
(d) The employer shall assure employees operating a closed mixing system are trained in its 
use pursuant to section 6724 and operate the closed mixing system in accordance with its written 
operating instructions. 
(e) All personal protective equipment (PPE) required by the pesticide product label, restricted 
material permit conditions, or regulation must be at the worksite during operation of the closed 
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mixing system and available in a condition that provides the intended protection. Protective 
eyewear must be worn while using a closed mixing system. While using a closed mixing system, 
PPE requirements may be reduced or modified as provided in section 6738.4. 
(f) Closed Mixing System Design Criteria – A closed mixing system must meet the following 
design criteria. 

(1) Any closed mixing system used, as required by this section, must be designed to 
remove a pesticide from its original container and transfer the pesticide product through 
connecting hoses, pipes and couplings that are sufficiently tight to prevent exposure of any 
employee to the pesticide concentrate or, when rinsing is required, the rinsate. 

(2) Properly Constructed 
(A)All elements of the closed mixing system, such as hoses, connectors, and valves, 

must be designed and maintained for the pesticides being transferred and the pressures or 
vacuums being generated during system operation. 

(B) Tier 1 closed mixing systems must provide for effective rinsing of the original 
pesticide product from the emptied container as specified by section 6684 and transfer the rinsate 
to the mix or spray tank. 

(C) Tier 1 closed mixing systems must provide adequate pressure and volume of rinse 
water to rinse the inner surfaces of the pesticide container an must not rupture the container by 
over pressurizing. 
(g) Written Operating Instructions and Maintenance Requirements. 

(1) Any employee using a closed mixing system must have written operating instructions. 
(2) The written operating instructions must include: operating procedures for use, 

including the safe removal of a probe; maintenance, cleaning and repair; known restrictions or 
limitations relating to the system, such as incompatible pesticides, sizes (or types) of containers 
or closures that cannot be handled by the system; any limits on the ability to measure a pesticide, 
or special procedures or limitations on the ability of the system to handle partial containers. 

(3) The written operating instructions must be clearly legible and available with the closed 
mixing system and available for inspection by the Director or commissioner upon request. 

(4) The employer shall assure that the closed mixing system is cleaned and maintained as 
specified in the written operating instructions, and as needed to ensure the closed mixing system 
functions properly. 
(h) Exemptions. The requirements of this section do not apply to: 

(1) Mixing pesticides using a method or mixing device required by the pesticide product 
label and the failure to follow the label directions would result in the use of a pesticide in conflict 
with labeling, as specified in Food and Agricultural Code section 12973. 

(2) Opening of a container by removal of the manufacturer’s original sealing device 
without removing any of the contents before re-closing with a liquid-tight sealing device. 

(3) Regulatory personnel collecting samples of pesticides. 
(4) The rinsing of refillable pesticide containers that are required to be returned to a 

pesticide dealer, pesticide registrant, or manufacturer (pesticide producing establishment 
registered by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency). 

(5) An employee required to use a Tier 2 closed mixing system if the employee handles a 
daily maximum of one gallon or less. The employee shall wear all personal protective equipment 
required by pesticide product labeling and regulation when not using a closed mixing system. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 
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Article 3. Field Worker Safety 
Sections 6760-6778 

6760.  Employer Responsibility and Exceptions. 
(a) Employers shall comply with the requirements of this article to protect employees who may 
enter treated fields. 
(b) If only granular baits or attractants or repellents in traps have been applied in a field, the 
employer is exempt from the requirements of sections 6762 (Field Work During Application), 
6764 (Fieldworker Training), 6766(a) and (b) (Emergency Medical Care), 6768 (Decontamination 
Facilities), 6770 (Entry After Pesticide Application), 6771 (Requirements for Early Entry 
Fieldworkers), 6772 (Restricted Entry Intervals), 6774 (Restricted Entry Interval Adjustments), 
and 6776 (Field Posting). 
(c) Pesticide applications for areawide public pest control programs sponsored by governmental 
agencies, such as for fruit fly eradication, and those made by vector control agencies operating 
under cooperative agreements with the State Department of Health Services pursuant to section 
116180 of the Health and Safety Code, and contractors of those agencies, are exempt from the 
requirements of this article. 
(d) If only algaecides have been used to treat the irrigation system, the employer is exempt 
from the requirements of sections 6762 (Field Work During Application), 6764 (Fieldworker 
Training), 6766(a) and (b) (Emergency Medical Care), 6768 (Decontamination Facilities), 6770 
(Field Entry After Pesticide Application), 6771 (Requirements for Early Entry Fieldworkers), 
6772 (Restricted Entry Intervals), 6774 (Restricted Entry Interval Adjustments), and 6776 (Field 
Posting).  
(e) If pesticides have been applied only by injection directly into plants the employer is exempt 
from the requirements of this article. Direct injection does not include "hack and squirt" 
methods. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Section 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 

6761.  Hazard Communication for Field workers. 
(a) Whenever employees are working as field workers in a treated field, the employer shall 
display at the worksite and all permanent decontamination facilities and decontamination 
facilities servicing 11 or more fieldworkers, a copy of a completed written Hazard 
Communication Information for Employees Working in Fields (Pesticide Safety Information 
Series leaflet A-9). Any changes to the name, address, or telephone number of the facility 
providing emergency medical care must be updated on the Pesticide Information Series leaflet 
A-9 within 24 hours of the change. In the event that fieldworkers gather at a central location 
prior to transportation to the worksite, the Pesticide Safety Information Series leaflet A-9, 
required to be at the worksite, may instead be displayed at that central location. Pesticide Safety 
Information Series leaflet A-9 shall be written by the department in English and Spanish. Upon 
request, the employer shall read to the requesting employee, in a language understandable to that 
employee, Pesticide Safety Information Series leaflet A-9. Pesticide Safety Information Series 
leaflets are available from the Department. 
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(b) The operator of the property shall maintain in a central location at the workplace accessible 
to employees, including the employees of labor contractors, who enter a treated field, the 
following: 

(1) Pesticide use records specified in section 6624(b), (c), (d), and (e) for pesticides that 
have been applied to the field within the last two years; 

(2) A Safety Data Sheet (SDS), as specified in Title 8, California Code of Regulations, 
section 5194, for each pesticide listed in the pesticide use records referred to in subsection (b)(1). 
If the MSDS is not provided by the registrant of a pesticide, the operator of the property shall: 

(A) Within 7 working days of a request for a SDS from an employee, employee 
representative or employee's physician, make written inquiry to the registrant of the pesticide, 
asking that a SDS be sent to the operator of the property. If the operator of the property has made 
a written inquiry within the last 12 months as to whether the pesticide is subject to the 
requirement for a SDS or the operator of the property has made a written inquiry within the last 6 
months requesting new, revised or later information on the SDS, the operator of the property 
need not make additional written inquiry. A copy of the written inquiry shall immediately be sent 
to the person requesting the SDS; 

(B) Notify the requester of the availability of the SDS or provide a copy of the SDS to 
the requester within 15 days of receipt of the SDS from the registrant; and
            (C) If a response has not been received from the registrant within 25 working days of 
the date the inquiry was made, send the department a copy of the inquiry with a notation that no 
response has been received. The operator of the property is not precluded from obtaining and 
providing the SDS utilizing other more expedient methods in lieu of those provided in this 
subsection. 
(c) The operator of the property shall inform his or her employees, before they are allowed to 
enter a treated field, of the location and availability of any records and other documents required 
by subsections (a) and (b). If the employees are employed by a labor contractor, the operator of 
the property shall inform the labor contractor of the location or changed location, of the records 
and other documents. The labor contractor shall provide that information to his or her employees. 
If the location of the records and other documents changes, the operator of the property and the 
labor contractor shall promptly inform his or her employees of the new location. The employer, 
including the labor contractor, shall also inform their employees that they, their physicians and 
their representatives have a right of access to the information and that the employees are 
protected against discharge or other discrimination due to the exercise of their rights under this 
section. 
(d) The operator of the property shall provide, upon request of his or her employee, an 
employee of a labor contractor, employee representative, or an employee's physician, access to 
any records, documents and information required to be maintained by this chapter. Access shall 
be granted as soon as possible and not to exceed 48 hours from the date of the request. A request 
from an employee representative must be in writing and contain the following: 

(1) The name of the employee being represented. 
(2) A description of the specific information being requested. The description must include 

the dates of employment of the employee, the date or dates for which the records are requested, 
type of work conducted by the employee (e.g., planting, harvesting, applying pesticides, mixing 
or loading pesticides) during the period for which the records are requested, and the specific 
application and/or hazard information requested. 
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(3) A written statement clearly designating the representative to request pesticide 
application and hazard information on the employee’s behalf, bearing the employee’s printed 
name and signature, the date of the designation, and the printed name and contact information for 
the employee representative. 

(4) Directions on where the requested information should be sent (e.g., mailing address or 
email address). 

INFORMATIONAL NOTE: Other requirements relating to hazard communication can be found 
in sections 6602, 6618, 6619, 6724, 6726, 6738, 6744, 6764, 6766, 6770, 6771, and 6776. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Section 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code; and 29 Code of 
Federal Regulations, Part 1910.1200. 

6761.1. Application-Specific Information for Fieldworkers. 
(a) The operator of property used for the commercial or research production of an agricultural 
plant commodity shall display at a central location the following application-specific 
information, while fieldworkers are employed to work in treated fields on the operator’s 
property: 
(1) The crop or site treated and identification of the treated field; 
(2) The date(s) and time(s) the application started and ended; 
(3) Restricted entry interval; 
(4) Product name(s), U.S. EPA registration number(s), and active ingredient(s); 
(5) A copy of the Safety Data Sheet(s) for the applied pesticide(s); and 
(6) Spray adjuvant product name(s) and California registration number(s) if applicable. 

(b) The information must be displayed when the operator of the property receives notice of the 
completion of an application and before any fieldworkers are allowed to enter the treated field. 
The information must include all applications that have been made to any field on the operator’s 
property. The information must remain displayed until the area no longer meets the definition of 
a treated field or fieldworkers will no longer be on the operator’s property, whichever occurs 
earlier. 
(c) The operator of the property and any employer with fieldworkers hired to work on the 
operator’s property, shall display at the worksite or at a central location where fieldworkers 
gather, a description of the location of the application-specific information display whenever 
their fieldworkers are working in a treated field. The description of the location must be specific 
enough for fieldworkers to find and have unimpeded access to the displayed application-specific 
information. The location description must be included in the appropriate section of, or as an 
attachment to, the Hazard Communication Information for Employees Working in Fields 
(Pesticide Safety Information Series leaflet A-9) pursuant to section 6761(a). 
(d) The information required by this section must be retained for two years. 
(e) The original or copies of documents otherwise required to be maintained by this chapter 
may be used to meet the requirements of this section, provided they contain the information 
required by this section. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Section 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
Reference: Sections 11501, 12973, 12980, and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 
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6762.  Field Work During Pesticide Application. 
(a) The requirements of this section are minimum requirements established by the U. S. 
Environmental Protection Agency and do not assure compliance with the general standard in 
section 6614.  
(b) No employer shall direct or allow any person, other than the persons making the 
application, to enter or remain in a treated area of a field during the application.  
(c) When pesticides are used for the commercial or research production of an agricultural 
commodity, no employer shall direct or allow any person, other than the persons making the 
application, to enter or remain in the application exclusion zone, as specified below. 

(1) If the pesticide is applied for outdoor production, the application exclusion zone is 
defined as follows: 

(A) the area that extends 100 feet horizontally from the application equipment in all 
directions during application when the pesticide is applied by any of the following methods: 
aerially; air blast; as a fumigant, smoke, mist, or fog; or as a fine spray using a spray. 

(B) the area that extends 25 feet horizontally from the application equipment in all 
directions during application when the pesticide is applied in a manner not specified in (1)(A) 
and is sprayed from a height of greater than 12 inches from the soil or planting medium using at 
least a medium spray. 

(C) There is no application exclusion zone when the pesticide is applied in a manner 
other than those in subsections (1)(A) and (1)(B). 

(2) If the pesticide is applied for enclosed space production, the application exclusion zone 
is defined as follows: 

(A) The entire enclosed space plus any adjacent area that is not sealed (sufficient to 
prevent pesticide transfer) from the treatment site when the pesticide is applied as a space 
treatment (fumigant, smoke, fog, aerosol or mist) or is a pesticide for which the product labeling 
requires respiratory protection until ventilation criteria have been met. 

(B) The entire enclosed space when the pesticide is applied using a fine spray until the 
ventilation criteria has been met. 

(C) The treatment site plus 25 feet in all directions within the enclosed space when the 
pesticide is applied as a spray from a height greater than 12 inches from the soil or other planting 
medium, or as a spray of medium or larger. 

(3) There is no application exclusion zone when the pesticide is applied in a manner other 
than those in subsection (2)(A) and (2)(B). 
(d) The American Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineers (ASABE) S572.1 or 
comparable standard may be used to measure and interpret spray quality (fine, medium, or 
larger than medium) as used in this section. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Section 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 
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6764.  Fieldworker Training. 
(a) The employer shall assure that each employee assigned to work in a treated field has been 
trained within the last 12 months, in a manner the employee understands, before beginning work 
in the treated field. 
(b) The training shall include the following information: 
(1) Importance of routine decontamination and washing thoroughly after the exposure 

period; 
(2) Restricted entry intervals and what posting means, including both California and 

federal field posting sign formats; 
(3) Where pesticides are encountered, including treated surfaces in the field, residues on  

clothing, chemigation and drift; 
(4) Routes of exposure; 
(2) The hazards of pesticides, including acute effects, chronic and delayed effects, and  

sensitization effects; 
(6) Common signs and symptoms of overexposure; 
(7) First aid including decontamination, eye flushing, and obtaining emergency medical 

care; 
(8) Warnings about taking pesticides or pesticide containers home; 
(9) Prevention, recognition, and first aid for heat-related illness in accordance with Title 8 

of the California Code of Regulations, section 3395; 
(10) The hazard communication program requirements of section 6761; and 
(11) Employee rights, including the right; 
(A) To personally receive information about pesticides to which he or she may be 

exposed; 
(B) For his or her physician or employee representative to receive information about 

pesticides to which he or she may be exposed; and 
(C) To be protected against retaliatory action due to the exercise of any of his or her 

rights. 
(c) An employee who holds a valid personal pesticide license or certificate issued by the 
department, current documented pesticide handler training pursuant to section 6724, or other 
valid certificate of pesticide training approved by the director is considered to be trained for the 
purposes of this section. 
(d) The information shall be presented in a manner the employee can understand, orally from 
written materials or audio visually, using non-technical terms in a location reasonably free from 
distraction. The trainer shall be present throughout the training and shall respond to employee 
questions. 
(e) The record of initial and annually required training given to the employee must include the 
date; employee’s printed name and signature; the title(s) and source(s) of the training materials 
used; employer's name; and trainer’s name and qualifications as specified in (f). This record shall 
be retained by the employer for two years at a central location at the workplace accessible to 
employees. The record must be provided to the employee upon request. 
(f) The person conducting the training shall be qualified as one of the following: 
(1) A California certified applicator; 
(2) A person holding any other valid license or certificate of personal pesticide 

qualification issued by the department; 
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(3) A person who has completed an "instructor training" program presented by one of the 
following: 

(A) The University of California, Integrated Pest Management Program; 
(B) Other instructor training program approved by the director. 

(4) A California Registered Professional Forester; 
(5) A person holding a valid County Biologist License in Pesticide Regulation or 

Investigation and Environmental Monitoring issued by the California Department of Food and 
Agriculture; 

(6) A farm adviser employed by the University of California Extension Office; or 
(7) Other valid trainer qualification approved by the director. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Section 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 

6766.  Emergency Medical Care. 
(a) Emergency medical care for employees who enter fields that have been treated with 
pesticides shall be planned for in advance. The employer shall locate a facility where emergency 
care is available for employees who will be working in treated fields. 
(b) The employees, or their supervisor in the field, shall be informed of the name and location 
of a physician or medical facility where emergency medical care is available, and if the identified 
facility is not reasonably accessible from that work location, the procedures to be followed to 
obtain emergency medical care. 
(c) When there are reasonable grounds to suspect that an employee has a pesticide illness, or 
when an exposure to a pesticide has occurred that might reasonably be expected to lead to an 
employee's illness, the employer shall ensure that the employee is taken to a physician 
immediately. 
(d) The employer shall provide the following information to medical personnel treating an 
employee for a suspected pesticide exposure in the production of an agricultural commodity: 

(1) Copies of the applicable Safety Data Sheet(s) and the product name(s), U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency registration number(s) and active ingredient(s) for each 
pesticide product to which the person may have been exposed.  

(2) The circumstances of application or use of the pesticide. 
(3) The circumstances that could have resulted in exposure to the pesticide. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.   
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 

6768.  Fieldworker Decontamination Facilities. 
(a) The employer shall assure that the following are located together at the decontamination 
site and reasonably accessible for washing of hands and face and for emergency eye flushing to 
all fieldworkers engaged in activities involving contact with treated surfaces in treated fields: 

(1) At least one gallon of water per employee, or three gallons of water per employee for 
employees engaged in early entry activities pursuant to section 6770(d). The water must be 
provided at the start of the work day and be of a quality and temperature that will not cause 
illness or injury when it contacts the skin or eyes or if it is swallowed. The water shall be stored 
separate from that used for mixing with pesticides unless the tank holding water for mixing with 
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pesticides is equipped with appropriate valves to prevent back flow of pesticides into the water; 
(2) Soap (hand sanitizing gels and liquids or wet towelettes do not meet the requirement 

for soap); and 
(3) Single use towels (wet towelettes do not meet the requirement for single-use towels). 

(b) The decontamination facilities shall be not more than 1/4 mile from the fieldworkers (or at 
the nearest point of vehicular access). Employees must be notified of the location of the 
decontamination site prior to working in a treated field. 
(c) The decontamination facilities shall not be in an area under a restricted entry interval unless 
the fieldworkers for whom the site is provided are performing early entry activities. The facilities 
shall not be in an area under treatment. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Section 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 

6769.  Enclosed Space Ventilation Criteria. 
When a pesticide with product labeling requiring respiratory protection for application is 
applied by any method, or when any pesticide is applied as a fumigant, smoke, mist, fog, or 
aerosol inside an enclosed space, ventilation shall continue until: 
(a) The concentration is measured and found not to exceed any pesticide product labeling 
standard; or 
(b) One of the following has occurred if there is no labeling standard: 
(1) Ten air exchanges are complete; 
(2) Two hours of mechanical ventilation, such as with fans; 
(3) Four hours of passive ventilation, such as opening vents, windows, or doors; 
(4) Twenty-four hours with no ventilation; or 
(5) Any combination of percentage portions of (1), (2), (3), and (4) the sum of which equals 

100 percent. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Section 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 

6770.  Field Entry After Scheduled or Completed Pesticide Application. 
(a) The operator of the property shall not allow or direct employees covered under section 
6700 (which includes fieldworkers) or their employers (except for those persons who were 
scheduled to apply the pesticide(s) or supervise the application) to enter a field on the date of 
the scheduled application unless the operator assures that: 

(1) The application has not occurred; and 
(2) The application of the property will not occur during the time the employees are in the 

field to be treated. 
(b) The operator of the property shall not allow or direct employees covered under section 
6700 (which includes fieldworkers) or their employer to enter a treated filed until the operator 
has received the notice of completion as specified in section 6619(c), and the restricted entry 
interval has expired or the operator of the property has assured that the restrictions and 
exceptions pursuant to section 6770(d) have been met. 
(c) Any employer hired by the operator of the property shall not allow or direct any of his or 
her employees to enter a treated field until the employer has received confirmation from the 
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(d) operator of the property that the notice of completion as specified in section 6619(c) has 
been received, and the restricted entry interval has expired or the operator of the property has 
assured that the restrictions and exceptions pursuant to section 6770(d) have been met. 
(e) The operator of the property and any hired employer shall not allow or direct any of his or 
her employees to enter a treated field before the restricted entry interval stated on pesticide 
product labeling or listed in section 6772 has expired except as provided below or otherwise 
expressly authorized by the director pursuant to Title 40 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 
170.603(c). 

(1) Pesticide Handling Activities. Employees may enter a treated field during a restricted 
entry interval to conduct pesticide handling activities, including soil incorporation (mechanical 
or watered-in), provided the employer assures that they are wearing the personal protective 
equipment specified on the pesticide product labeling for handling activities. 

(2) No contact activities. Employees may enter a treated field during a restricted entry 
interval provided the employer assures that: 

(A)  There will be no contact with anything that has been treated, including soil, water, 
air, equipment, or plant surfaces. 

(B) Inhalation exposure does not exceed any pesticide product labeling standard or, for 
enclosed space, the ventilation criteria in section 6769 have been met. 

(3) Short-term, limited-contact activities. Employee may enter a treated field during a 
restricted entry interval specified on pesticide product labeling to conduct limited contact 
activities (including limited contact irrigation) that are necessary and unforeseen, provided the 
employer assures that: 

(A) The restricted entry interval is not for a pesticide product with the requirement on 
the labeling for both oral notification and the posting of treated fields (double notification); 

(B) At least four hours have elapsed since the end of the application; 
(C) Inhalation exposure does not exceed the applicable pesticide product labeling 

standard or for enclosed space, the ventilation criteria in section 6769 have been met; 
(D) Exposure is minimal and limited to the feet, legs (below the knees), hands, and 

forearms (below the elbows); 
(E) The personal protective equipment required for early entry is used by the 

employees. The personal protective equipment and/or work clothing must conform with the label 
requirements for early entry PPE or consist of at least coveralls, socks, chemical resistant 
footwear, chemical resistant gloves, and protective eyewear (if eyewear is required by the 
pesticide product labeling for early entry workers) whichever is more protective; 

(F)  The time in treated fields under a restricted entry interval does not exceed 8 hours 
in any 24-hour period for each employee entering under this exception; and 

(G)  No hand labor activities are performed. 
(4) Short-term, high-contact activities. Employees may enter a treated field during a 

restricted entry interval specified on pesticide product labeling to conduct other activities, not 
included in (d)(1), (2), and (3) that do not involve hand labor provided the employer assures that: 

(A) At least four hours have elapsed since the end of the application; 
(B) Inhalation exposure does not exceed any pesticide product labeling standard or the 

ventilation criteria in section 6769 have been met; 
(C) The personal protective equipment specified on pesticide product labeling for early 

entry is used by the employees. The personal protective equipment and/or work clothing must 
either conform with the label requirements for early entry PPE; or consist of at least coveralls, 
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(D) socks, chemical resistant footwear, chemical resistant gloves, and protective 
eyewear (if eyewear is required by the pesticide labeling for early entry workers), whichever is 
more protective; and 

(E)  Entry does not exceed one hour in any 24-hour period for any employee. 
(e) Employees may enter a treated field after the expiration of the restricted entry interval 
specified on pesticide product labeling and while a restricted entry interval specified in section 
6772 is in effect to conduct activities, other than hand labor, provided that employees are 
wearing work clothing with long sleeves and legs, shoes with socks, and gloves. 

NOTE: Authority cited: Section 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 

6771.  Requirements for Early Entry Employees. 
(a) Before any employee may enter a field under restricted entry as permitted by section 6770, 
the employer shall assure that the employee has been informed orally of the following in a 
manner that he or she can understand;. 

(1) Location of early-entry area where work activities are to be performed; 
(2) Pesticide(s) applied; 
(3) Dates and times that the restricted-entry interval begins and ends; 
(4) Specific restrictions and conditions pursuant to section 6770 about the work activity to 

be performed: 
(5) Pesticide product labeling precautionary statements related to human hazards; 
(6) Symptoms of poisoning; 
(7) Emergency first aid and decontamination procedures for pesticide injuries or 

poisonings, including emergency eye flushing techniques; 
(8) How to obtain emergency medical care; 
(9) The prevention, recognition, and first aid for heat-related illness if personal protective 

equipment is used in accordance with Title 8 of the California Code of Regulations, section 
3395; 

(10) Location of the Pesticide Safety Information Series leaflets A-8 and A-9 as required by 
sections 6723 and 6761; 

(11) The need for, use, and care of personal protective equipment required for early entry 
into treated fields; 

(12) That clothing and personal protective equipment may be contaminated with pesticide 
residues; 

(13) Instructions for removing and storing such clothing and equipment, and laundering 
such equipment; and 

(14) The importance of washing thoroughly at the end of the exposure period. 
(b) The employer shall provide all required personal protective equipment and provide for its 

cleaning (according to pesticide labeling instructions or, absent any instructions, washed in 
detergent and hot water), repair and replacement when it cannot be adequately cleaned or 
properly repaired. The employer shall assure that all personal protective equipment is inspected 
before each day of use. The employer shall assure that all personal protective equipment is kept 
separate from personal clothing, in a pesticide free, specifically designated place, when not in 
use. All required personal protective equipment required for fieldworker employees must meet 
the applicable standards in section 6738 through 6739 
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(c) The employer shall assure that personal protective equipment is used correctly for its 
intended purpose. 
(d) The employer shall assure that cleaned personal protective equipment is dried or stored in a 
well ventilated place to dry. The employer shall assure that contaminated personal protective 
equipment is kept and washed separately from other clothing or laundry. 
(e) Personal protective equipment must remain the property of the employer. Employees shall 
not be allowed or directed to take home pesticide contaminated personal protective equipment.  
The employer shall inform any person who cleans or launders personal protective equipment that 
the equipment may be contaminated, about the hazards presented, and how to properly handle 
and clean it. 
(f) The employer shall assure that at least one pint of eyeflush water is immediately accessible 
(carried by the employee or on the vehicle being operated by the employee) to each employee 
who is performing, during any restricted entry interval specified on pesticide product labeling, 
early entry activities in a treated field for which the pesticide product labeling requires protective 
eyewear. 
(g) The employer shall assure that employees engaged in tasks pursuant to section 6770(d) are 
provided, at the place where they remove personal protective equipment, at least three gallons of 
water per employee, soap, and clean or single use towels so that they may wash thoroughly at the 
end of the exposure period. The water shall be of a quality and temperature that will not cause 
illness or injury when it contacts the skin or eyes or if it is swallowed, and shall be stored 
separate from that used for mixing with pesticides unless the tank holding water for mixing with 
pesticides is equipped with appropriate valves to prevent back flow of pesticides into the water. 
(h) The employer shall assure that a clean, pesticide-free place for storing personal clothing 
and putting on personal protective equipment at the start of work and taking off personal 
protective equipment at the end of the exposure period is provided for employees. 
(i) The employer shall take appropriate measures to prevent heat related illness, when 
necessary. 
(j) The employer shall assure that one clean change of coveralls is available for employees 
engaged in tasks pursuant to section 6770(d) at the decontamination site. 

NOTE:  Authority cited: Section 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 

6772.  Restricted Entry Intervals. 
(a) The restricted entry intervals specified in this section shall be applied according to the 
following: 

(1) Other restricted entry intervals are found on pesticide product labeling. In case of an 
inconsistency between the pesticide product labeling and this section, the longer restricted entry 
interval shall be followed; 

(2) If more than one restricted entry interval in this section is applicable to a given 
situation, the longer restricted entry interval shall apply, except as provided in section 6774; 

(3) When reference is made to pounds of a pesticide in a restricted entry interval, the 
reference means pounds of active ingredient; 

(4) A day is considered to be a 24-hour period beginning at the conclusion of the 
application to the identified field or portion of a field. 
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(b) The restricted entry intervals in days in the following table apply to the pesticide/crop 
combinations listed. 

Crops 
Other 

Pesticide Apples       Citrus      Corn      Grapes      Peaches /  Crops 
Nectarines 

Azinphos-methyl  (Guthion) 14(B)          30                         21  14(B) 14(A)(B) 
Chlorpyriphos 2 
Diazinon 5  5  5 
Endosulfan  (Thiodan) 2  2  2  2  2 2 
Malathion 1  1  1 
Methidathion (Supracide) 30  
Methomyl (Lannate) 7(C) 
Parathion-methyl 
(non encapsulated) 14  14(D)   14(D)      14(E)          21       14(D) 
Phorate  (Thimet) 7 
Phosmet  (Imidan) 5  5 
Propargite  (Omite, Comite) 21  42  7  30  21 21(F)(G) 
Sulfur 3(H)   

Footnotes: 
(A) This restricted entry interval for other crops applies to stone fruit, such as apricots, 
cherries, plums, and prunes, and pome fruit, such as pears, only. Stone fruit does not include 
almonds and other nut crops. 
(B) If the total Azinphos-methyl applied in the current calendar year is 1.0 pounds per acre or 
less, thinning may be done after seven days.  
(C) Applications of methomyl made after August 15, have a 21-day restricted entry interval. 
This interval may be terminated after 10 days if leaf samples tested pursuant to section 6774 
(c)(4) show 0.1 micrograms per square centimeter or less of dislodgeable foliar residue of 
methomyl. 
(D) This restricted entry interval applies only when more than one pound per acre of non-
encapsulated parathion-methyl is applied. 
(E) The restricted entry interval for non-encapsulated parathion-methyl on grapes in Monterey 
County is six days. 
(F) The restricted entry interval for strawberries and field grown roses treated with propargite 
is 3 days. 
(G) The restricted entry interval for cotton fields treated with propargite is 7 days. However, 
from the end of the restricted entry interval until the beginning of harvest, the employer shall 
assure that employees entering propargite treated cotton fields wear work clothing with long 
sleeves and legs and gloves. 
(H) This restricted entry interval for sulfur applies from May 15 through harvest in the counties 
of: Fresno, Kern, Kings, Madera, Merced, San Joaquin, Stanislaus, and Tulare; and during March 
and April in Riverside County 
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INFORMATIONAL NOTE FOR section 6772: The inclusion of a reentry interval in this section 
does not imply that the use of a pesticide is currently registered. Consult the pesticide product 
labeling for permitted registered uses. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Section 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981 Food and Agricultural Code. 

6774.  Restricted Entry Interval Adjustments. 
(a) The adjustments in this section apply only to restricted entry intervals specified in section 
6772. 
(b) Whenever a mixture of two or more organophosphate pesticides is applied, the restricted 
entry interval shall be lengthened by adding to the longest applicable restricted entry interval 
listed in 6772, 50 percent of the next longest applicable restricted entry interval. 
(c) When there is no foliage on the plant that has been treated by a pesticide and any crop or 
weed cover in the treated area is not over four inches in height, the restricted entry interval shall 
be reduced by 50 percent, but in no case to less than the restricted entry interval specified on the 
pesticide product labeling. 
(d) A restricted entry interval may be shortened to not less than the restricted entry interval 
specified on the pesticide product labeling upon verification by the county agricultural 
commissioner that one of the following has occurred: 

(1) Two inches of rainfall within any seven-day period following the pesticide application; 
(2) The equivalent of two inches of rainfall has been applied evenly above all plants by 

sprinkler irrigation equipment within any seven-day period following the pesticide application; 
(3) For tree crops, at least 50 gallons of water has been applied at one time under pressure 

and evenly distributed to each tree; or 
(4) The plants have been tested by a procedure acceptable to the director and determined to 

have no residues or to have residue levels that the director considers not to be hazardous. 
(e) Whenever the pesticide product labeling specifies that a restricted entry interval be adjusted 
when outdoor applications are made in areas that receive less than 25 inches of average annual 
rainfall, the restricted entry interval specified for the dry areas shall apply to all outdoor 
applications in the State. A county agricultural commissioner, upon presentation of valid rainfall 
data from an official governmental source showing that an area within his or her county receives 
25 inches or more of average annual rainfall, may exempt that area from this requirement. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Section 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 

6776.  Field Postings. 
(a) The operator of the property shall assure that signs are posted around treated fields in the 
following circumstances: 

(1) Whenever required by pesticide product labeling, unless access to the treated field is 
controlled in a manner that assures no employee (other than the handlers making the application) 
will enter, work in, remain in, or walk within 1/4 mile during the application and the restricted 
entry interval. 
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(2) Applications in an entirely enclosed space unless access is controlled in a manner that 
assures no employee (other that the handlers making the application) will enter, work in, remain 
in, or pass through the enclosed space during the application and the restricted entry interval. 

(3) All other applications made in an enclosed space not specified in (2) that result in a 
restricted entry interval of greater than four hours, unless access to the enclosed space is 
controlled in a manner that assures no employee (other than the handlers making the application) 
will enter, work in, remain in, or walk within 1/4 mile during the application and the restricted 
entry interval.  

(4) Any application that results in a restricted entry interval of greater than 48 hours (after 
adjustment pursuant to section 6774) unless access to the treated field is controlled in a manner 
that assures no employee (other than the handlers making the application) will enter, work in, 
remain in, or walk within 1/4 mile during the application and the restricted entry interval. 
(b) The signs shall be of a size so that the wording specified in (2) and (3) is readable and the 
skull and crossbones symbol is clearly visible, to a person with normal vision, from a distance of 
25 feet. Signs complying with the size requirements of Title 40 Code of Federal Regulations, 
Part 170.409 are considered to be readable at 25 feet. The signs shall contain the following: 

(1) The skull and crossbones symbol near the center of the sign; 
(2) The words "DANGER" and "PELIGRO" and "PESTICIDES" and "PESTICIDAS" in 

the upper portion of the sign; 
(3) The words "KEEP OUT" and "NO ENTRE" in the lower portion on the sign; 
(4) Whenever the sign is used to indicate a restricted entry interval of more than 7 days, the 

following information in the lower portion of the sign: 
(A) The date of unrestricted entry; 
(B) The name of the operator of the property; and 
(C) The field identification, (if any); and 

(5) All letters and the symbol shall be of a color which sharply contrasts with their 
immediate background 

(6) The Spanish portion of the sign may be replaced with another non-English language 
which is read by a majority of workers who do not read English. The replacement sign must be 
in the same format and meet the same size and other requirements as the original. 
(c) The signs shall: 
(1) Be posted before the application begins but shall not be posted unless a pesticide 

application is scheduled within the next 24 hours; 
(2) Remain posted and clearly legible throughout the application and the restricted entry 

interval; and, 
(3) Be removed within three days after the end of the restricted entry interval and before 

any entry prohibited during a restricted entry interval. 
(d) The signs shall be posted so that they are visible at all usual points of entry to the treated 
area, including each road, footpath, walkway, or aisle that enters the treated field, and each 
border with any worker housing area within 100 feet of the treated field. If there are no identified 
usual points of entry to the treated field, signs shall be posted at the corners of the treated field. 
When a treated field is adjacent to an unfenced public right-of-way, such as a road, trail, or path, 
additional signs shall be posted at each end of the treated field and at intervals not exceeding 600 
feet along the treated field's border with the right-of-way. 
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(e) When a pesticide product with the signal word "DANGER" on the label, or a minimal 
exposure pesticide listed in section 6790, is being applied to a field through an irrigation system, 
signs shall be posted in the manner specified in (d). These signs shall contain the following: 

(1) An octagon stop sign symbol at least eight inches in diameter containing the word 
"STOP" in English; 

(2) The words "KEEP OUT" and "NO ENTRE" above the symbol and the words 
"PESTICIDES IN IRRIGATION WATER" and "PESTICIDAS EN AGUA de RIEGO" below 
the symbol; 

(3) All letters shall be at least 2-1/2 inches tall; and 
(4) All letters and the symbol shall be of a color which sharply contrasts with their 

immediate background. 
(f) When a fumigant is applied to a field, signs shall be posted in the manner specified in (d). 
These signs shall contain the following information instead of the information specified in (b): 

(1) The skull and crossbones symbol; and 
(2) The following statements: 
(A) "DANGER/PELIGRO"; 
(B) "Area under fumigation, DO NOT ENTER/NO ENTRE"; 
(C) "(Name of Fumigant) Fumigant in use"; 
(D) The date and time of the fumigation; and 
(E) The name, address, and telephone number of the applicator. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Section 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 

6778. Records. [Repealed] 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 407 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 
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Article 4.  Fumigation 
Sections 6780-6784 

6780. General Fumigation Safe-Use Requirements. 
(a) When fumigant concentrations cannot be controlled and an employee's exposure exceeds 
the Permissible Exposure Limit (PEL) as specified in Title 8, California Code of Regulations, 
section 5155, Airborne Contaminants, or more stringent requirements by product labeling, the 
employer shall provide and require the employee to wear approved respiratory protective 
equipment. 
(b) Whenever an employee may be exposed above an exposure standard to methyl bromide, 
sulfuryl fluoride, or any other fumigant for which only air-supplied respirator equi 
pment is approved, the employer shall either: 

(1) Require the use of air-supplied respirator equipment, 
(2) Employ continuous monitoring to warn employees before the PEL is reached, or 
(3) Operate under the provisions of (c) below. 

(c) Upon written application by an employer, the director will review, and may accept, a 
Fumigation Safety Program that describes methods, work practices, devices, or processes which 
the director determines will ensure that employees will not be exposed to concentrations of 
fumigants in excess of the PEL. 
(d) The employer shall have an accident response plan at the worksite. The plan shall provide 
instructions to protect employees during situations such as spills, fire, and leaks. Employees shall 
be trained in accident management procedures based on the plan. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.   
Reference: Section 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 

6782.  Fumigation of Enclosed Areas. 
Enclosed areas include vaults, chambers, greenhouses, vans, boxcars, ships, planes, vehicles, 
and tarpaulin-covered structures and commodities. When fumigating tarpaulin-covered 
commodities inside buildings, and areas or things inside greenhouses, this section applies to the 
entire structure. 
(a) Whenever a pesticide is used for fumigation inside an enclosed area, at least two trained 
employees shall be present at all times when: 

(1) The fumigant is introduced into the enclosed area; 
(A) Except, only one trained person is required to be present when solid fumigants 

(including aluminum phosphide, magnesium phosphide, and smoke cartridges) are introduced 
into the enclosed area from outside the enclosed area; 

(2) The enclosed area is entered for the purpose of facilitating aeration; and 
(3) The enclosed area is entered to determine the concentration of the fumigant and 

personal protective equipment is required by pesticide product labeling or regulation.   
(b) When using a fumigant for the commercial or research production of an agricultural 
commodity, any employee in an enclosed area during a fumigant application shall maintain 
continuous visual or voice contact with another employee stationed immediately outside of the 
enclosed area. 
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(c) The second employee shall have immediate access to the personal protective equipment 
required by the pesticide product labeling for handlers in the event entry into the fumigated 
enclosed area becomes necessary for rescue. 
(d) Prior to the commencement of fumigation, warning signs shall be posted in plainly visible 
locations on or in the immediate vicinity of all entrances to the area under fumigation and 
shall not be removed until fumigation and ventilation have been completed, and the premises are 
safe for reentering. Warning signs shall be printed in red on white background and shall contain, 
in English and Spanish, the following statement in letters not less than two inches in height: 
"DANGER-FUMIGATION". They shall also depict a skull and crossbones not less than one 
inch in height and shall state in letters not less than one-half inch in height the name of the 
fumigant, the date and time the fumigant was injected, and the name, address and telephone 
number of the applicator performing the fumigation.  
(e) Employees shall not be allowed to enter fumigated enclosed areas, except to determine the 
fumigant concentration or facilitate aeration, unless the concentration in the area is known to be 
at or below the level specified in 6780(a) above. 
(f) The fumigant shall not be released into an occupied work area. 
(g) After completion of the fumigation, the treated area or products shall be managed so that 
employees entering the area or working with the treated products are not exposed to a 
concentration in excess of the level specified in 6780(a) above. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Section 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.   
Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 

6784.  Field Fumigation.   
(a) Signs required to be posted in accordance with section 6776(f) shall remain in place until 
aeration is complete. 
(b) The provisions of this subsection pertain to field soil fumigations using methyl bromide 
applied pursuant to the fumigation methods described in section 6447.3.  

(1) Employer Recordkeeping. The employer shall maintain records for all employees 
performing fumigation-handling activities. The records must identify the person, work 
activity(ies), date(s), duration of handling, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Registration Number, and the brand name of the methyl bromide product handled. The employer 
shall maintain these use records at a central location for two years. 

(2) Employee Protection Requirements. 
(A) Employees involved primarily in shoveling shall work only at the ends of the 

application rows. 
(B) When required by this section, employees shall wear a certified respiratory 

protection as specified on the label. Employees shall wear the required respiratory protection 
during the entire duration of the fumigation-handling activity. 

(3) Limited Work Hours and Workdays. 
(A) No employee may work in fumigation-handling activities more than the hours 

specified in Table 1—Maximum Work Hours during the injection period and during the entry 
restricted period. 
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1. An employee may perform fumigation-handling activities without the work-hour 
limitations specified in Table 1—Maximum Work Hours if a full-face respirator is worn during 
the entire duration of the activity. 

2. Multiple-Task Employees. An employee may work in more than one work task 
and/or application method in a 24-hour period as long as the employee’s total work hours do not 
exceed the lowest total hours specified in Table 1—Maximum Work Hours for any one work 
task or application method performed. 

(B) Notwithstanding subsection (b)(3)(A), an employee may work in fumigation-
handling activities in a 24-hour period for the work hours specified in Table 2—Maximum Work 
Hours in a Maximum Three (3) Workdays Per Calendar Month during the injection period and 
during the entry restricted period, provided the employee’s total workdays performing 
fumigation-handling activities do not exceed three days in a calendar month.  

1. An employee may perform fumigation-handling activities without the work-hour 
limitations specified in Table 2—Maximum Work Hours in a Maximum Three (3) Workdays Per 
Calendar Month if a half-face respirator is worn during the entire duration of the activity.

         2. Multiple-Task Employees. An employee may work in more than one work task 
and/or application method in a 24-hour period as long as the employee’s total work hours do not 
exceed the lowest total work hours specified in Table 2—Maximum Work Hours in a Maximum 
Three (3) Workdays Per Calendar Month for any one work task or application method 
performed. 
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Table 1.  Maximum Work Hours 

Fumigation Method/Activities 
Maximum 

Application Rate 
(lbs. of actual 
methyl bromide 
per acre) 

Maximum Work Hours in a 
24-Hour Period Wearing 

Half-Face Respirator During Entire 
Fumigation-Handling Activity 

Nontarpaulin/Shallow/Bed: 
Tractor Equipment Driving 
Supervising 

200 lbs. 8* 
8* 

Nontarpaulin/Deep/Broadcast: 
Tractor Equipment Driving 
Supervising 

400 lbs. 8* 
81/ 

Tarpaulin/Shallow/Broadcast: 
Tractor Equipment Driving 
Shoveling, Copiloting 
Supervising 
Tarpaulin Cutting 
Tarpaulin Removal 

400 lbs. 
7* 
3* 
3* 
101/ 

no limitation2/ 

Tarpaulin/Shallow/Bed: 
Tractor Equipment Driving 
Shoveling, Copiloting 
Supervising 
Tarpaulin Cutting 
Tarpaulin Removal 

250 lbs. 
no limitation 

6* 
6* 
101/ 

no limitation2/ 

Tarpaulin/Deep/Broadcast: 
Tractor Equipment Driving 
Shoveling, Copiloting 
Supervising 
Tarpaulin Cutting 
Tarpaulin Removal 

400 lbs. 
7* 
3* 
3* 
101/ 

no limitation2/ 

Drip System – Hot Gas: 
Applicators 
Supervising 
Tarpaulin Cutting 
Tarpaulin Removal 

225 lbs. 
 4* 
 4* 
101/ 

no limitation2/ 

1/Exception: An employee may perform this activity without a half-face respirator provided the employee 
does not work more than one hour in a 24-hour period. The maximum one-hour work limitation may be 
increased in accordance with the formula located below. 

2/Exception: An employee may perform this activity without a half-face respirator provided the employee 
does not work more than three hours in a 24-hour period. The maximum three-hour work limitation may 
be increased in accordance with the formula located below. 
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*If the actual methyl bromide application rate is less than the maximum application rate shown in 
Table 1 or below in Table 2 for the particular fumigation method used, the maximum work hours 
may be increased in accordance with the following formula: 

Table 2. Maximum Work Hours in a Maximum Three (3) Workdays Per Calendar 
Month 

Fumigation Method/Activities 
Maximum 

Application Rate 
(lbs. of actual 
methyl bromide 
per acre) 

Maximum Work Hours in a 
24-Hour Period 

Without the Use of Respirators 

Nontarpaulin/Shallow/Bed: 
Tractor Equipment Driving 
Supervising 

200 lbs. 4* 
4* 

Nontarpaulin/Deep/Broadcast: 
Tractor Equipment Driving 
Supervising 

400 lbs. 4* 
7* 

Tarpaulin/Shallow/Broadcast: 
Tractor Equipment Driving  4* 
Shoveling, Copiloting 400 lbs.  3* 
Supervising 3* 
Tarpaulin Cutting 4 
Tarpaulin Removal 7 

Tarpaulin/Shallow/Bed: 
Tractor Equipment Driving  4* 
Shoveling, Copiloting 250 lbs.  4* 
Supervising  4* 
Tarpaulin Cutting 4 
Tarpaulin Removal 7 

Tarpaulin/Deep/Broadcast: 
Tractor Equipment Driving  4* 
Shoveling, Copiloting 400 lbs.  3* 
Supervising 3* 
Tarpaulin Cutting 4 
Tarpaulin Removal 7 

Drip System – Hot Gas: 
Applicators   2* 
Supervising 225 lbs.   2* 
Tarpaulin Cutting 4 
Tarpaulin Removal 7 
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(C) No employee shall be allowed to alternate between the workday and work-hour 
requirements specified in subsection (b)(3)(A) and (B) unless the employee did not perform 
fumigation-handling activities during the previous 30 days. 

(4) (Reserved) 
(5) Tarpaulin Repair. 
(A) The operator of the property shall assure that a "tarpaulin repair response plan" 

is provided to the commissioner. The tarpaulin repair response plan must identify the 
responsibilities of the licensed pest control business and/or the permittee with regard to tarpaulin 
damage detection and repair activities. At a minimum, the tarpaulin repair response plan must 
indicate the parties responsible for the repair and incorporate the applicable elements listed in (B) 
below.  

(B) The "tarpaulin repair response plan" approved by the commissioner in the work site 
plan must state with specificity the situations when tarpaulin repair must be conducted. The 
situations should be based on, but not limited to, hazard to the public, residents or workers; 
proximity to occupied structures, size of the damaged area(s); timing of damage; feasibility and 
response time of repair; and environmental factors such as wind speed and direction.  

(C) The ambient air in the damaged areas of the tarpaulin to be repaired must be tested 
for methyl bromide concentration by a certified applicator of the licensed pest control business 
that made the application, or by a certified applicator employee of the permittee, or certified 
applicator permittee, using a testing device as specified by the labeling. The certified applicator 
shall wear self-contained breathing apparatus when conducting these tests. 

(D) All repair work areas must test less than 5 parts per million methyl bromide before 
any employee without respiratory protection shall be allowed to enter and conduct tarpaulin 
repair. Such employee is limited to one work hour in a 24-hour period, unless respiratory 
protection specified on the label is worn. 

NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
Reference: Section 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
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