
 

   

 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Salinas Comments 
In the Santa Rita school district there are 3 schools built in the ag fields with a fourth to start 
construction. Fumigants, herbicides & pesticides are applied right next to the schools. A mile 
buffer should be enforced with an organic farming belt next to cities and schools. A lifetime of 
exposure to residents, teachers & students is despicable. 

I believe the current regulations are more than adequate. The DPR regulations are already more 
restrictive than EPA regulations in most cases. Fumigants and their application are already 
heavily regulated. Cases of exposure and related illness are very uncommon when current rules 
and regulations are followed. Growers must rely on nature and conditions can change quickly. 
Growers need flexibility when it comes to notification and application. We need flexibility so 
that we can capitalize on optimal conditions in order to fumigate effectively and maintain a safe 
environment for workers and communities.  

I live within 300 feet of agricultural fields on which fumigants on regularly applied. I would like 
to see timely notification (at least 7 days) before fumigants are applied close to my home. This 
will allow me to keep pets inside and avoid the risk to their health. I am personally in favor of a 
larger buffer zone around residences, but I definitely want notification.  
I feel that the DPR should especially take in to consideration the numbers of children living near 
the buffer zone or attending schools near the buffer zone. Notification should not only contain 
the name of the fumigant, but an easy-to-understand danger scale (1 to 10, with ten being the 
most dangerous) that laymen or parents can understand. 

The strawberry industry has one the lowest workmen’s comp rate of all industries; This is all 
related to risk and danger. I am a grower who has worked with fumigation close to fifty years. 
Safety is number one to all of us. 

For our health, I'd like notification of fumigant usage within 1 mile, within 1 week, with name, 
location, contact info of prop. owner and applicant and specific dates and times of application. 
Also, I'd like all the information put on a website, so that the public can gage their own risk. 

MORE REGULATIONS = MORE MONEY 
HIGHER FOOD COST 

- Current notification distance triggers are appropriate 
- Current notification timing is appropriate 
- Current information in the notification is appropriate. 

How to present info: Large, footed font, lots of white space 
Illustrated, including pictures of exposure symptoms 
Prominent info  how to avoid dangerous exposure 

What steps to take if things go wrong 
eg. What to do if symptoms of exposure 
Who to call if tarp is flapping 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

I want: - Signs with skull and crossbones signs on field 
Signs with: 

- Names of fumigants used 
- What symptoms one might experience if exposed 
- County Ag Commissioners contact info for reposting nights/weekends 
- Name and contact info of farmer grower 
- Explain state's pesticide drift emergency medical reimbursement policy 

I work as an applicator in the fumigation business. The farmers depend on the service we 
provide. If regulations make fumigation too difficult, I Could Lose My Job. My family & the 
families of my coworkers and growers depend on this Industry. Don't regulate us out of business. 
(PLS.) 
Director Leahy and Director Rodriguez, 
The Carmel Valley Women's Network has reviewed the UCLA study [February 2016] and is in 
complete agreement with the recommendations made by the scientists/authors. This study and 
the 2014 California Department of Public Health tracking program confirm what 15-years of 
CHAMACOS [UC Berkeley] research has shown: the damage from even low level exposure to 
conventional agricultural pesticides in any kind of application does serious, often permanent 
damage to developing brains and nervous systems, disrupts normal endocrine functions during 
development and causes lung and airway irritation including asthma. 
Specific criticisms of the DPR and EPA processes and/or the absence of necessary independent 
testing are stated in no uncertain terms by the UCLA study. "Failure to Protect" is a damning 
criticism overall for agencies with mandates to protect and monitor the safety of toxic chemicals 
used in such enormous quantities here in Monterey County. 
We join state and national pesticide reform groups in support of: 

- One-mile buffer zones around schools so that inevitable pesticide drift is less likely to 
sicken our children, nearby local residents and farm workers; 

- Introduction of Agricultural Innovation Zones in those one-mile buffer areas for 
conversion to healthier farming practices; 

- One week's notice [English and Spanish] to every school near fields scheduled for 
application of anyone of the highly hazardous pesticides in any form. Notification 
through the Agricultural Commissioner's office to all affected sites through radio and 
television announcements, email messages to school secretaries, parent-teacher 
associations, and the county health department would alert most people so they can take 
some precautions to protect their families' health. The phone number of the Ag office 
should be prominent. 

Action needs to be swift; the evidence has been piling up, the damaged health of too many has 
been shrugged off while EPA/DPR waits for further studies.  You have the studies and the public 
has the studies. The time for rapid response is now. 
Sincerely, 
MM 



         

 

 
 
 

Salinas Comments (Translated from Spanish) 
Hi, mi name is Gerardo. I am a PCA who has worked for 8 years for the Santa Cruz and 
Monterey Counties. I have a degree in Agricultural Sciences from the University of Fresno. My 
family has worked in the agricultural business in those regions. My father has worked for more 
than 29 years as an agricultural farmer. My father came from Mexico when he was 17 years old. 
He started working in the field, and thanks to god, he is now the general manager for a huge 
strawberry company in the area. Based on my agricultural experience, and my father's 
experience, I believe that the proposed regulations are extremely unmanageable for all the people 
involved without providing any type of protection or safety. 

It is in existence many safety practices in this place. The practices have demonstrated 
scientifically that the emissions have been reduced such as monitoring the soil conditions, 
weather, quantity limitation of the applied product, size of the block, a plan for the application 
site which is revised by the county, and the application limitation for individuals with a 
fumigation license. Safety zones are a very important part for the security of persons not 
involved in the fumigation. 

Another important point regarding the safety zones is that they are based on scientific data with 
the incorporation of additional safety facts. The safety zones are not arbitrary or based on 
emotions. The same applies for the notification requirements for the labels. This is the way the 
regulations should be created! 

In conclusion, regulations should not be based on emotions. We have to maintain the safety of 
the people with the precautions we already have available. 

WE NEED TO SUPPORT SMALL FAMILY FARMERS AND CONTINUE OFFERING 
THEM THE OPPORTUNITY TO COME TO THIS COUNTRY, WORK HARD, AND 
SUCEED IN THE SAME WAY MY FAMILY DID. 

I believe it is necessary to have notifications 48 hours before the application. It should be a rule 
for the applicators to hang the notifications visible for everyone, and also to keep a track of the 
fumigations. 



         

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Fresno Comments (Translated from Spanish) 
Notifications are not enough to protect people. We want safer alternatives. 

My question is: what does the ice contain which is sent by the companies during the second day 
of the fumigation and harvest? It tastes sour. I have headaches and nausea. I hope you can find 
the solution to this problem. 

The application of pesticides should be regulated in our community. Ideally, the distance for the 
notification should be one mile or one and a half mile to protect the children at school and the 
people nearby. 

With all the respect, I talk from my heart. Families need to be protected by you. God bless you 
and also god will give you the power to make changes, which cost a lot of money. Thanks for 
your time. 

We want the fumigants to be less harmful for all the community. We want to be notified before 
the application of fumigants. 

My name is Maria Morales. I live in Plainview California. I would like to know what are the 
illnesses caused by the pesticides. The reason why I am asking is because I suffer from 
headaches. 

As a community and organization, we would like to have more information regarding the use of 
pesticides. It seems like the information is disguised. There is no even information when we 
enter to the fields if fumigants are going to be spread nearby. We want more visible 
notifications in English and Spanish. 

We want pesticides to be reduced around 1 mile around schools and residencies. We also would 
like to be notified eight days before fumigations to protect children and people. 


