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Appendix C - Transcribed Written Comments & Materials Submitted During the 

Public Workshop 

Sacramento May 28, 2015 
Can DPR use independent assessment of regulations? 

I believe there is already protection for the residents of California existing in the CA Food and Agric. 
Code #6614 that would prohibit pesticide use that would impact non-targets but it seems to be 
consistently ignored. No pesticides are allowed to contact non-targets and yet they are. This practice 
must stop. Thank you! 

I farm a walnut orchard that is due North across a hwy (8 total lanes of traffic) from a church grammar 
school. There is also a public high school a quarter mile SE and a church high school a quarter mile 
West of my location. There are public roads on 3 sides of my orchard. 
I use an air blast orchard sprayer to reach the tops of the walnut trees and a small boom sprayer to 
spray weeds around the base of the trees. 
I do the following things to keep my neighbors happy and safe: 

1. Call the Sutter Co Ag Dept. 24 hours before I spray with the air blast sprayer, even if it is just 
fertilizer 

2. Do not use any products that have a strong odor 
3. NEVER use the air blast when there is a North wind of drift (schools are South of me). (The 

wind blows N and S in Yuba City). 
4. Do not use the air blast when the schools are in session or there is a lot of cars in the parking 

lot (some kind of church function). 
5. Start spraying at daylight and do the rows closest to the roads first, so I can be done with 

them before traffic gets heavy 
6. Do not let spray drift onto the roads, but still stop for any cars that might go by 
7. Stop and shut down to let any walkers or bikers go by if I am near the edge of the orchard 
8. Keep a personal record of the wind direction and estimated speed at start time and at finish 

time 
9. Slow the fan speed when near a road to reduce the distance the spray travels (I do not get as 
̜͉͉Ϧ ̻Ϫώϴ Ϝ͉ΌϪ͘ώ̜Ϫ ϛ΁ͦ ̦ͦώ̧ͦ͜ ̦ͦϪ ΍ώΓ ̩ͦ ̜͉Ϫ̤͋͜ 

My question is, that considering the recent information regarding Round Up from the WHO, what is 
the time table for enacting rules that will protect children that are bordering agricultural areas that 
are using this and other pesticides. 
My daughter attends a school that is downwind from and shares an extensive border with a Vineyard. 
She already has come home, complaining about a weird odor and we found out that pesticides had 
been applied that day. 

We need new tougher regulations! Agriculture adjacent to schools must take on the responsibility for 
the children they are affecting. 
I believe the following regulations should be implemented at any site with agriculture next to a school 

1. Mandatory reporting to School and Agricultural Commissioner of any spraying 48 hours prior 
to spraying. The School should be alerted so that they can monitor the situation and inform 
any concerned parents. The Ag commissioner should be notified so that they can conduct 
inspections if they deem it necessary. Both entities should be informed separately so that one 
is not reliant on the other for their information. The responsibility for reporting fall squarely 
on the Agricultural Producer. 

2. Monitoring of School Zones. Agricultural producers should be required to pay to monitor their 
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pesticide applications. Monitoring stations should be located on the school sites. If the Ag 
Producers wish to spray dangerous chemicals adjacent to schools, it should be their 
responsibility to prove that there is no contamination. They should be required to pay for 
ongoing third party testing. 

3. A buffer zone should be required between agricultural crops and schools. Physical separation 
as well as a hedgerow of plant material will cut down on pesticide drift 

4. Violations. It is imperative that any new regulations will be taken seriously by the Agricultural 
producers. The San Bernardino Ordinance sets up a $100 fine for a first infestation. This is in 
no way adequate. If the DPR is truly interested in change and meaningful regulations the 
penalties for violations must have teeth. They are meant to force compliance and not just be 
a cost of doing business. 
My final concern is that of new research, it is imperative that the Department of Pesticide 
Regulation have a way to fast track new research on potentially harmful pesticides and 
herbicides and incorporate it into new regulations. As of March 20th, 2015, the World Health 
Organization reclassified Glyphosate (Round Up) as a probably carcinogenic to humans. 
However, according to the San Bernardino Ordinance, since Round up currently only has a 
̪Ϝώ΁̩͉̫ͦ͂ label; it would not even qualify for any enhanced regulations. This needs to change. 

If the Ag Department or the City applies a pesticide on or near our school site and they provide us 
notice are we as a school district required to send a written notice home to parents or can we do an 
all call phone call. If we have to send a notice home, we need to send the notice to print shop, get it 
to the site and then send it to each teacher to send to the parents vs an all call to the parents. 

Salinas June 2, 2015 
1) Mile buffer zone; 2) 1 week mandatory notice; 3) Investment towards safer alternatives; 4) 
CϪ͂ͦ͘ώ̻̩ΘϪϦ Ϧώͦώϛώ͜Ϫ ͉ϴ ώ̻̻ ͘Ϫ̩ͦ͘͜ϜͦϪϦ ώ͕͕̻̩Ϝώ̡̩͉ͦ͂͜ ώ͉́΁̡͂ͦ͜ ϦώͦϪ̡͜ ͕̻ώϜϪ̥͜ 

1) We need a 1-mile buffer zone on this locations elementary school T. Vasques School on Freedom 
Blvd and Monte Bella Park, it is approximately 40 yards from the strawberry field; 2) Homes on Monte 
Bella Blvd approximately 50 yards need buffer zone; 3) Approximately 6 or 8 months ago, they place 
chiropicrin signs where they spray or use their chemicals and it was approximately 50 yards from the 
last new homes! 

1) Would you send me/us a report of results of today's event? 2) Do you provide any type of help to 
those that are sick (ill) from the pesticide? [Commenter provided contact information] 

Ca Department of Public Health Report, 2014: Carcinogens, reproductive and development toxicants, 
cholinterase inhibition, toxic air contaminants, fumigants --> Over 500,000 lbs. of pesticides applied 
within a quarter mail of schools, in just counties in California. 25.1% of students in Monterey County 
study in schools with the highest use of pesticides. Consider just one of many studies that shows a 6 
times elevated risk of autism for pregnant women exposed to chloropyrifos during pregnancy even 
when living a mile away. All this shows --> One mile buffer zones at the minimum and using this area 
as agricultural "innovation zones." 

Translated: We demand schools be notified at least 1 week before pesticides are applied, regardless if 
they are a lot or a little dangerous, our children are sick from so many chemicals in schools, we are 
asking for a ¼ mile free of pesticides. Original: Esijimos que se les notifique a las escuelas por lo menos 
I semana antes de que se apliquen pesticidas, no importa si son muy omenos peligrosos, nuestros hijos 
estan enfermos por tanto quimico en las escuelas, pedimos un cuarto de milla libre de pesticidas. 
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Salinas June 2, 2015 
I am a kindergarten teacher at Hall District Elementary. We have many strawberry fields right next to 
our school. I have two students who suffer from asthma so badly that they miss about 2 days of 
school a week. A couple years ago a student who was in my class the previous year died of cancer at 6 
years old. 

I believe that the buffering zone should be at least up to 5 miles because of the wind and atmosphere. 

I believe that the idea is very good, intelligent, sophisticatedly, and smart. You have very good ideas. 
Yes you're very welcome [Commenter provided her contact information] 

I might be preaching to the choir, but it makes sense that we have the smaller buffer zones, 
considering the state of California is one of the places in which the majoring of our produce is being 
used to "feed" the rest of the country and even the world. It's a business decision it seems to keep the 
buffer zones small. The pesticides need to change because at the end of the day it's the humanitarian 
thing to do. humans>business.  Either the pesticides used are changed or the buffer zones are 
increased. 

If a presentation on pesticides is being held in a 70% Latinos, then a better way of communication 
should have been used. We have a local Radio Station Radio Bilingue 90.9, which is head nation-wide 
amongst Latinos. Use it! 

If I am required to notify about all applications, who determines those that are acceptable or not 
acceptable? 

Make sure doctors are trained to identify pesticide illnesses. I would prefer there not be any 
pesticides use anywhere, so the comments below are only offered because I know there is not 
enough will or support to discontinue them. Suggestion/need: I teach in Soledad, and I live outside 
Salinas in the foothills near a field behind my house. Also I have to drive between two fields to get 
from my house to Salinas. For years at school, at my home, and on my drive to Salinas, I smell 
pesticides, and I see the droplets of pesticides on my windshield. This is what we need: 1) No matter 
which pesticide is being sprayed, there should be notification by radio, TV (for residents), and direct 
communication to school offices, telling what will be sprayed and when, so that we will know not to 
drive through that area at that time, or to stay indoors at that time. 2) We need for pesticides to be 
sprayed only when children are not at school and when the fewest people are going through that 
area, and when the conditions will discourage drift. 3) I've never known who to call to report smelling 
pesticides or to ask what was sprayed. There must be a good way of making sure everyone, both 
educated and uneducated, rich and poor - will know about the Ag Commissioners and the DPR. 
Everyone knows about 911, so there must be a way to be sure everyone knows, just as well as 911, 
who to call to get help, how to test our air. Another issue: I found out about this meeting because I 
happen to know someone who told me. There needs to be an efficient way of making sure all public 
knows of these meetings. good TV announcements in the news, signs, etc. (in Spanish and English) 



 -  

    
     

   
   

     
  

      
 

  

   
  

   
 

  
 

  
   

  
 

   
  

 
    

 

   
 

 

 
  

  
   

 
 

  
 

    
  

Salinas June 2, 2015 
Our students at Ohlone are among the poorest. They are being poisoned at among the highest levels 
in California. Most are being poisoned by pesticides at our Elementary school, at their homes, and 
΍̦Ϫ͂ ̦ͦϪΓ ̜͉ ͉͂ ͉ͦ ̣ώ̵ώ͉͘ ̩̐ϦϦ̻Ϫ ̪Ϝ̦͉͉̻̤ ̐ώ͂Γ ́ϪϪ̩̜ͦ͂͜ ͦϪώϜ̦Ϫ͘͜ ̦ώΌϪ ͘Ϫ̣ ͦ͜΁ϦϪ̧͂ͦ͜ ͕͉̜͘͘Ϫ̡͜͜ ΍Ϫ 
ask for testing for learning disabilities - something is off. We are told, "They can't all have learning 
disabilities." But, if they are poisoned, yes they can and do. Please help protect our children by having 
safe schools for our students to be at without being poisoned. They poor, poisoned students in our 
school need powerful advocates who can and will make a difference! Required: Warning --> One 
week warning to schools for spraying near schools; Required, Not Optional: Limits to how close to 
schools spraying can happen --> 1 mile buffer zone.  Stop over use in an effort to use up more than 
needed to get more another year.  Monitor Drift! Stop already banned (by a certain date) poisons 
from being used up near schools. 

Presentation was disjointed, fragmented and overall confusing. How does the agency expect the 
public to make questions or comment to something they don't understand? The overall impression of 
this presentation is that it's just another delay tactics of a government agency that can't and will not 
honestly address the needs and concerns of the communities that pay for their own existence. If I'm 
wrong, prove it with genuine actions, no more words. Do your job to protect the environment and the 
future of all of us. 

Prohibit dangerous pesticides, period! Week notice prior to application on fields close to schools and 
residential areas. 1 mile regulations - buffer zone to dangerous pesticides 

Public education requires our kids to be in schools. Schools need to be safe and healthy 
environments. The State has the responsibility to ensure that. Farms can be compatible neighbors 
with schools as long as the farms do not use chemical agents that can poison students or negatively 
affect their health. 

Students are not safe without the current buffer zone and at least a one week notice of spraying. 
Teachers are in jeopardy with the pesticide spraying. It is not fair. Please change the regulations to 
enforce healthy hearts and minds to all that live within the agriculture area. 

Thank you for the Triqui translator. Protect my kids and me. I would love to see enforced 1 mile 
buffers and corporate liability for their pesticides from cradle to grave like waste - if your product is 
used for injury, it's your responsibility. 

The Ag industry continues to promote these pesticides as safe according to EPA guidelines/ standards. 
We feel the pesticides are not safe, the limits and measurements are not consistent nor accurate. We 
demand a switch to organic sustainable farming methods now! 

We need to provide safe learning environments for students. Young children are more vulnerable to 
toxins from pesticides, so we must provide a one-mile, mandatory buffer zone. Why is it that methyl 
bromide is outlawed in Europe and is considered lethal there, but somehow it's not illegal and is 
somehow considered safer in the US? Why did California decide to not allow methyl bromide earlier 
then somehow it became legal again? We need to value our children over corporate profit. Why is 
this not happening? 

We would like to see a sufficient pesticide buffer zone around schools and advance notification of at 
least 2 days or more regarding the application of pesticides near schools and neighborhoods. 
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Salinas June 2, 2015 
What data do you collect? Why do you collect this data? Are there other data that could be collected 
to have the clearest picture possible? How many actual people analyze the data statewide? What 
organizations contribute to the work your agency does? Is any of your work done, contracted outside 
of the agency realm? If so, why? Who does the out-of-agency work? 

What studies of the airborne portion of the applied pesticide include the off-gassing after absorption 
into the soil occurs? Are wind rose studies conducted around schools and made available to the 
public? How may we be privy to that information? 

Ventura/Oxnard June 3, 2015 
Translated: After I got sick from working in the fields with pesticides for 9 years, I had to work in 
childcare. The difference I notice nowadays is children from parents that never worked in the fields 
are intelligent and calm, whereas the children of parents who work in the fields are clumsy, forgetful, 
stubborn and restless. The solution is to move the schools away from the fields, or the ranchers to 
take their fields out of the city or county. Original: Desde que imferme travajando en el campo de los 
pesticadas por 9 anos, tiene que cuidar ninos, la deferencia que noto hoy en dia que ninos de padres 
que nunca trabajaron, en el campo ellos son intelijentes y tranquilos pero padres que trabajan en el 
campo sus ninos son torpes holvidadizo tercos he inquietor solucion que las escuelas Alejen de los 
campo o los rancheros lleven sus campos fuera de las ciudad o del condado. 

Translated: How [So] many children died of stomach cancer in Delano and Fresno from eating grapes 
with the chemicals they put on them; they cause cancer in the lungs, stomach and other parts of our 
body. Original: Cuantos ninos murieron en Delano y Fresno de canser en el estomago por comer la uba 
con los guimicos que les poncn en esos lugare causan caner en los pulmones estomago y otras partes 
del cuerpo. 

Translated: We need to learn-relearn and educate ourselves with respect to how we labor on Mother 
Earth. We need to respect and take into account the legacy and memories of our grandparents and 
ancestors on how to work the earth. They have the natural teachings, to which we need to return. 
Original: Debemos apreneler-reaprender y educarnos respects a la manera en que se labora en la 
Madre Zienna. Los leguolos y memorias de nuestros abuelos y antepasados que laboraban kla zierra 
deber ser muy respetados y tomados en cuenta. Zienen la ensenanza natural a la que debemos 
retornar. 

Translated: ϻͦ ̩͜ ΌϪ͘Γ ̩͕͉́ͦ͘ώ͂ͦ ͉ͦ ͘ϪϦ΁ϜϪ ͕Ϫ̩ͦ͜Ϝ̩ϦϪ͜ ώ͉͘΁͂Ϧ ͜Ϝ̦͉͉̻͜ ϛ΁̡ͦ Ϧ̧͉͂ͦ ̵΁͜t say it, we want 
ώϜ̩͉ͦ͂͜ ͉͂ͦ ̵΁ͦ͜ ΍͉͘Ϧ̤͜ ϻ̧ͦ͜ ͉͉ͦ ́΁Ϝ̦ ͉ͦ ̩ͦ́Ϫ ͉ͦ ϛϪ ΍ώ̩̩̜ͦ͂ ϴ͉͘ ͉́͘Ϫ Ϝ̦̩̻Ϧ͘Ϫ͂ ͉ͦ ̜Ϫͦ poisoned. Original: 
Es muy importante que se reduscan los pestisidas al rededor de las escuela pero no nomas digan qui 
queremos echos. No palabras. Es mucho tiempo estan esperanda que alga mas ninos envenenados. 

Translated: Thanks for being here, support the reduction of pesticides in residential areas and 
͜Ϝ̦͉͉̻̤͜ ̰̦ώ̸̤̫͂͜ ̗̩̜̩͂͘ώ̻̣ Gracias por estar aqui apoyen en que se reduscan los pestisides en la areas 
residenerals y escuelas. Gracias. 

Translated: My son works in the ̀fill- (fields?), he has a lot of ̀factor- of some sort of flu always his 
ears too much hair (?). Original: Mi hijo trabara en el fill tiene mucho factor de unfa cono con gripa 
siempa oidos demasa pelo. 
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Ventura/Oxnard June 3, 2015 
Translated: ̦̀Γ Ϧ̧͉͂ͦ Γ͉΁ ΁͜Ϫ ̦ͦϪ Ϝ͉͂ͦώ̩́͂ώ͂ͦ ϦϪͦϪϜ͉ͦ͘ ώͦ ̦ͦϪ ͕ώϜ̸̩̜͂ ͕̻ώ̙͂ͦ͜ ϻ͂ ώ ͦϪͦ͜ Ϧ͉͂Ϫ ̦ͦϪΓ 
found a lot of contaminants. Original: Porque no usan los detector de contaminant en los empaques, 
en un examen qu se hizo que hay mucho contamina. 

1) Ban the use of chlorpyrifos, 2) Permanently ban the "banking system" of 1,3 Dicholorpropene, 3) 
Implement a 1 mile No Pesticide Ban zone around schools, 4) 48 hour notice to schools, 5) 
Increase/improve monitoring of pesticide application especially during windy conditions. 

1) Incentives for organic farming next to schools, 2) Rules only work with enforcement. New 
regulations need to include air monitoring at all schools so we can be sure rules are followed, 3) Wind 
needs to be accounted for in all regulation, 4)Pesticides need to be evaluated for effects on children, 
adolescents, and pregnant women, 5)Add pesticide into school grading. 

1) Whatever warnings exist, they should be in other than English--Spanish--or in easy-to-understand 
language. Should include a picture of skull and crossbones to signify "hazardous." 2) Provide pesticide 
toxicity education workshops to residents, students, parents, farmworkers in whatever language they 
speak. 3)Allow students to miss school session should they or their family so chose after pesticides 
have been applied--not penalize children for missing classes should they choose--after a pesticide 
application 

As a teacher at RMHS, I would like indoor air quality testing to be incorporated into the testing rules. 
Our school does not have A/C, our only air comes from our open windows and doors--this means we 
also have lots of field dust in our classrooms. I am sure that this is also true of many schools in CA 
which are similarly situated. And, of course, all of the residents whose homes are adjacent to fields 
would also be concerned with their indoor air quality just as much as outdoor air quality. And 
speaking of air quality monitoring, it's my understanding that our RMHS located monitor is due to 
expire soon. I would strongly emphasize that air quality monitoring (outdoor and indoor) be 
continuous and not just temporary whenever someone sees. 

Currently, we at Rio Mesa have been told that pesticide and fumigant applications do not take place 
during school hours. However, several times a year I come into my classroom and smell a strong, 
unidentified odor. Is there a relationship between fumigant/pesticide drift and this odor? Is it 
possible? If so, what is the potential effect on my students? What is the long-term effect of this 
exposure to long-term employees of this exposure? Additionally, my concern is the following: 
Monsanto, a current manufacturer of pesticides and a former manufacturer of the Agent Orange 
herbicide, told our troops in Vietnam that Agent Orange was safe. Since the end of the war Agent 
Orange exposure has been tied to a variety of health issues for veterans and others for the 
Vietnamese civilians--including birth defects. How can we believe--with certainty--the assurances we 
are being given of the safety of these applications of chemicals that are meant to kill living things 
('cide')? 

I was sitting in front of about 7 growers and throughout the whole meeting they were making jokes, 
snickering, and being very disrespectful toward the speakers. They need to listen and be willing to 
compromise with the workers 

I would like to thank everyone that was part of making this workshop possible. This collaboration 
should continue taking workers' experiences and culture into account. Provide education that all 
parties involved can understand. Education and prevention is the way to go 
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Ventura/Oxnard June 3, 2015 
Maintenance workers are on the school campus at late hours; the workers are here until midnight. 
The farmers are spraying at these late hours. 

Please make decisions based on sound science and not just uneducated fears from the word 
'Pesticides'. We have current strict comprehensive regulations with high safety factors in place which 
are based in science. Should schools pay neighbors for additional regulations on them? "Easement" 
on others/and due to the school use? 

Question: Where does the money derived from fines imposed by DPR on growers go? Suggestion: It 
should go back to the community to help fund programs for family members affected by pesticide use 

What is the feasibility of planting alternative crops near homes and schools that do not require as 
strong pesticides? The revised regulations need to include provisions that address exemptions and 
the exemptions process- if exemptions on the quantity of pesticides are granted there needs to be 
the studies performed ahead of time to determine if exemptions will increase exposure. 
Consideration needs to be given to increasing buffer zones. How are the monitoring data collected 
going to be used to revise the buffer zones, application practices around schools? DCP is still 
evaluated at Rio Mesa even though the exemptions were terminated, what else can be done? 

With the ardent of new Ag chemistry, safer Ag chemical products and more frequently used "soft 
chemisͦ͘Γ̡ͣ ϻϳ̡̦͢͜ B̰̥͘͢͜Ϫ̩ͦ͘͜Ϝ̩͉ͦ͂͜ Ϝ͉̩͂ͦ͂΁Ϫ ͉ͦ ͦ͘͜ώ̜̻͂Ϫ ̜͉͘΍Ϫ͘͜ ώͦͦϪ͕̩̜́ͦ͂ ͉ͦ ́ώ̸Ϫ ώ ̻̩Ό̩̜̤͂ 
California remains the most over regulated state in the union, wasting precious resources, time, 
energy, etc...let's get back to a workable environment that is mutually beneficial to the environment, 
human life, and farmers trying to make a living, providing jobs and generating revenue for both 
federal and state agencies and local agencies 

Lamont June 4, 2015 
As a public agency your mission statement and main role is to protect public interests and regulate 
application, specifically directly around sensitive groups. With this being said, know that the 
community does not know the difference between restricted and non-restricted chemicals. Therefore 
no restriction of ͉͂Ϫ ̪ͦΓ͕Ϫ̫ ͉ϴ ͕Ϫ̩ͦ͜Ϝ̩ϦϪ ̦͉͜΁̻Ϧ ϛϪ ̜̩ΌϪ͂ ͕̩͉̩ͦ͘͘Γ ώ͜ ̦ͦϪ ϴ΁ͦ΁͘Ϫ ͘Ϫ̜΁̻ώ̩͉ͦ͂͜ ώ͘Ϫ Ϧ͘ώϴͦϪϦ̤ 

Buffer zone expanded to a longer distance. Only allowed when school not in session. Fumigations and 
ground restrictions needed. Pesticides affect water and the community. 
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Lamont June 4, 2015 
Translated: The Department of Pesticide Regulation has to reduce the use of pesticides in schools and 
fields of California for the good of our children, the majority of our children are already intoxicated 
because of the pesticides, we are and will continue fighting for the regulations of such poisonous an 
deadly chemicals. Let us fight so that our future children can be safe from pesticides. Children are 
being born with asthma, with breathing problems, and we parents are concerned about their learning 
difficulties at school. This is happening in communities all over California, fumigators in schools must 
be careful. Notify schools 1-2 weeks before pesticides are applied in schools. Notify them to close 
classroom windows for the protection of everyone during the time the pesticide is being applied. 
Alert all school personnel. Likewise, alert those working on the fields. Always remember to provide 
training to the workers. Original: El Departamento de Regulación de pesticida de California que 
reduzca el uso de pesticida en las escuelas y en los campos de California para el bien de nuestros niños 
la mayorica, y niños ya están intoxicados a causa de los pesticida estamos y estemos luchando para 
que algo regulaciones de químico tan venenoso y mortal. Luchemos para lograr para los niños del 
futuro que moscan salvas de pesticida. Están naciendo niños con asma sin respiración padres muy 
preocupados por sus niños escaderes falta de aprendizaje. Esto, esta pasando en las comunidad en 
todo California los fumigantes en las escuelas deben de tomar precauciones. Anticipar 1-2 semanas 
antes de aplicar el pesticida en las escuelas. Avisar que sierren las ventanas de clase para protección 
de todos los que evitan a la hora de estar aplicando el pesticida. Poner alerta a todo el personal. Igual 
que a los que trabajan en el campos. Siempre no olvidarse de los entrenamientos para los 
trabajadores. 

I have grandkids in the Huron School. That school is in the middle of the fields. I would like that school 
to know then the ranchers apply pesticides to their fields so the children can be kept in the 
classrooms 

ϻͦ ̩͜ ͜ώϦ ̦ͦώͦ ̩̻̻ͦ͜ ̩͂ Ϯθϭ5 ͉΁͘ Ϝ͉́́΁̩̩͂ͦϪ̡͜ ͜Ϝ̦͉͉̻͜ ώ͂Ϧ ϴώ́͘ ΍̸͉͘Ϫ͘͜ Ϧ̧͉͂ͦ ϴϪϪ̻ ͜ώϴϪ ϴ͉́͘ ̦ͦϪ ΁͜ώ̜e of 
pesticides. This is due to the lack of, and poor, regulations that have always sided with the agriculture 
business and the communities. 

Translated: D͉ ͉́͜Ϫ̦̩̜ͦ͂ ϴ͉͘ ͉΁͘ Ϝ̦̩̻Ϧ͘Ϫ͂ ͉͂΍̡ Ϧ̧͉͂ͦ ͦ͜ώ͂Ϧ ώ͉͘΁͂Ϧ ΍̩̦ͦ ώ́͘͜ Ϝ͉͘͜͜ϪϦ̡ ώ͂Ϧ ώ̻͉͜ ϴ͉͘ 
the good of everyone because we all are being affected by pesticides; what do you want? Healthier 
Ϝ̦̩̻Ϧ͘Ϫ̡͂ ͉͘ ̩͜Ϝ̸̡ ϦϪ͕͘Ϫ͜͜ϪϦ ͉͂Ϫ̙̫͜ Original: Que ya hagan algo que no se queden con los brazos 
cruzados para nuestros hijos y también en general por el bienestar de todos porque todos estamos 
siendo afectados por los pesticidas que es lo que quieren ustedes tener niños mas sanos o niños ni que 
estén enfermos y decaídas. 
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Lamont June 4, 2015 
Translated: I am a mother of three and my concern ̀like most- is the use of pesticides near our 
neighborhoods and schools, since my children go to schools just one block away from agricultural 
ϴ̩Ϫ̻Ϧ̤͜ ϻ ϛϪ̻̩ϪΌϪ ͉΁͘ Ϝ̦̩̻Ϧ͘Ϫ͂ ϦϪ͜Ϫ͘ΌϪ ώ͜ ́΁Ϝ̦ ͉͘ ͉́͘Ϫ ͕͉ͦ͘ϪϜ̩͉ͦ͂ ̦ͦώ͂ ΍̦ώ̧ͦ͜ ϛϪ̩̜͂ ̜̩ΌϪ͂ ͉ͦ ϛϪϪ̡͜ 
since we get a ¼ mile protection while the bees have 1 mile, we hope you can make a change. We 
̸͉͂΍ ώ̜̩͘Ϝ΁̻ͦ΁͘Ϫ ̩͜ ͂ϪϜϪ͜͜ώ͘Γ ώ͂Ϧ ώ͘Ϫ ώ΍ώ͘Ϫ ͉ϴ ̩ͦ͜ ̩͕͉́ͦ͘ώ͂ϜϪ ͉ͦ ̦ͦϪ ϪϜ͉͉͂́Γ̤ B΁ͦ ̻Ϫ̧ͦ͜ ͉͂ͦ ΍ώ̩ͦ ΁̩̻͂ͦ 
our children exhibit bigger problems. We want protection, both by air and by ground, inform schools 
with anticipation, so that they can in turn inform parents and teachers to take preventive measures. If 
possible, also inform the type of pesticide and its consequences. Thanks for your actions. Original: Soy 
madre de 3 hijos y mi preocupación como todos es por el uso de pesticidas cerca de nuestros 
vecindarios y escuelas ya que mis hijos asisten a escuelas que están a solo una cuadra de campos de 
agricultura. Creo que nuestros niños merecen tanta o mas protección que la que se da a las abejas. 
Puesto que nosotros tenemos protección de ¼ milla mientras que las abejas tienen 1 milla confiamos 
que pueden hacer un cambio. Sabemos también que la agricultura es necesaria y estamos conscientes 
que es importante para la económica. Pero no esperemos que nuestros niños presenten problemas 
cada vez mas grandes. Queremos protección aérea y terrestre, que se informe a loas escuelas 
anticipadamente para que a su vez informen a los padres maestros y alumnos para tomar medidas. Si 
es posible informen también que tipo de pesticida y sus consecuencias. Gracias por sus acciones. 

Would like schools to receive notification before applications, and restrict aerial applications. 

Yes, DPR should restrict the time when applications occur when kids are not in schools. Yes, DPR 
should restrict certain types and application methods of pesticides. Yes, DPR should put a 2-mile or 
more distance from school grounds to where applications are allowed. 
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Coachella June 9, 2015 
I am a licensed PCA (in house), and we as a company care about society and the safety of public 
health and the environment as well. We do plan our farming carefully and make decisions of 
production near schools based on pest pressures and the number of potential applications to end up 
with the least chemical usage in these specific sites. We believe that as farmers we are doing our 
applications carefully and following labels and local county rules and regulations. I believe that as one 
of the most regulated states in the world as far as pest control chemical usage or users, we do not 
need extra restrictions because what we already have is working and it will only create more 
expenses or losses and extra problems that will only affect our production and in the end, markets 
will suffer and prices of commodities will rise. The public in general will end up paying the price of 
extra regulations. Another issue comes to mind: if we end up losing pieces of ground next to schools, 
they will end up with brushes and hard to control weeds that will not only be a terrible cosmetic 
problem bit will serve as hideouts for sex offenders that prey on our children and that by itself is a 
terrible consequence of a potential extra regulation or added restriction. Thanks a lot! 

New regulations would affect over 1,000 acres of our farm. Some of the ground is Class 1 soil ̀ the 
most productive. Buffer zones squeeze agriculture to less productive ground. More restrictions can 
reduce the value of the crop that I grow next to schools. I am okay with the ¼ mile buffer for 
helicopters. I am not okay with increasing buffer zones for fumigants. Fumigants are restricted 
enough! We already apply materials when school is out. This restriction is working well. We have had 
no problems. I believe notifying and posting for all applications will lead to hysteria and law suits. We 
already post and notify for fumigants ̀ ̦ͦώ̧ͦ͜ Ϫ͉͂΁̜̦. 

Schools near farming operations should have a close relationship with the farmer to fully understand 
how the farmer ͉͕Ϫ͘ώͦϪ͜ ώ͂Ϧ ΁͂ϦϪͦ͘͜ώ͂Ϧ ̦ͦϪ ϴώ́͘Ϫ̧͘͜ ͜ώϴϪͦΓ Ϝ͉̩͂͜ϦϪ͘ώ̩͉ͦ͂͜ ̦ͦώͦ ̩͂Ϝ̻΁ϦϪ ̦ͦϪ ͜Ϝ̦͉͉̻ 
or adjacent neighboring property. 

We grow vegetables next to the school. The communication between school/farmer could be direct 
notification for any application. Or we could notify the Ag. Commissioner even if it is not a restricted 
pesticide. We schedule all applications for nights and weekends when no one is at the schools. 































































































   

  

   

 

    

    

    

    

 

  

    

    

  

 

   

   

  

     

 

       

  

    

  

 

  

  

    

 

  

Salinas – June 2, 2015 

5th written comment (original in Spanish) “We demand schools be notified at least 1 week before 

pesticides are applied, regardless if they are a lot or a little dangerous, our children are sick from so 

many chemicals in schools, we are asking for a ¼ mile free of pesticides.” 

Ventura/Oxnard – June 3, 2015 

1st written comment (original in Spanish) "After I got sick from working in the fields with pesticides for 9 

years, I had to work in childcare. The difference I notice nowadays is children from parents that never 

worked in the fields are intelligent and calm, whereas the children of parents who work in the fields are 

clumsy, forgetful, stubborn and restless. The solution is to move the schools away from the fields, or the 

ranchers to take their fields out of the city or county." 

2nd written comment (original in Spanish)“How [So\ many children died of stomach cancer in Delano 

and Fresno from eating grapes with the chemicals they put on them; they cause cancer in the lungs, 

stomach and other parts of our body.” 

3rd written comment (original in Spanish) “We need to learn-relearn and educate ourselves with respect 

to how we labor on Mother Earth. We need to respect and take into account the legacy and memories 

of our grandparents and ancestors on how to work the earth. They have the natural teachings, to which 

we need to return.” 

4th written comment (original in Spanish) “It is very important to reduce pesticides around schools but, 

don’t just say it, we want actions not just words. It’s too much to time to be waiting for more children to 

get poisoned.” 

5th written comment (original in Spanish) “Thanks for being here, support the reduction of pesticides in 

residential areas and schools. Thanks.” 

6th written comment (original in Spanish) “My son works in the –fill- (fields?), he has a lot of –factor- of 

some sort of flu always his ears too much hair (?).” 

7th written comment (original in Spanish) “Why don’t you use the contaminant detector at the packing 

plants? In a test done they found a lot of contaminants.” 

Lamont – June 4, 2015 

3rd written comment (original in Spanish) “The Department of Pesticide Regulation has to reduce the use 

of pesticides in schools and fields of California for the good of our children, the majority of our children 

are already intoxicated because of the pesticides, we are and will continue fighting for the regulations of 

such poisonous an deadly chemicals. Let us fight so that our future children can be safe from pesticides. 



    

 

   

  

  

 

   

    

  

  

       

  

 

    

  

  

 

 

Children are being born with asthma, with breathing problems, and we parents are concerned about 

their learning difficulties at school. This is happening in communities all over California, fumigators in 

schools must be careful. Notify schools 1-2 weeks before pesticides are applied in schools. Notify them 

to close classroom windows for the protection of everyone during the time the pesticide is being 

applied. Alert all school personnel. Likewise, alert those working on the fields. Always remember to 

provide training to the workers.” 

Lamont- June 4, 2015 (continued) 

6th written comment (original in Spanish) “Do something for our children now, don’t stand around with 

arms crossed, and also for the good of everyone because we all are being affected by pesticides; what 

do you want? Healthier children, or sick, depressed ones?” 

7th written comment (original in Spanish) “I am a mother of three and my concern –like most- is the use 

of pesticides near our neighborhoods and schools, since my children go to schools just one block away 

from agricultural fields. I believe our children deserve as much or more protection than what’s being 

given to bees, since we get a ¼ mile protection while the bees have 1 mile, we hope you can make a 

change. We know agriculture is necessary and are aware of its importance to the economy. But let’s not 

wait until our children exhibit bigger problems. We want protection, both by air and by ground, inform 

schools with anticipation, so that they can in turn inform parents and teachers to take preventive 

measures. If possible, also inform the type of pesticide and its consequences. Thanks for your actions.” 




