Appendix C - Transcribed Written Comments & Materials Submitted During the
Public Workshop

Can DPR use independent assessment of regulations?

| believe there is already protection for the residents of California existing in the CA Food and Agric.
Code #6614 that would prohibit pesticide use that would impact non-targets but it seems to be
consistently ignored. No pesticides are allowed to contact non-targets and yet they are. This practice
must stop. Thank you!

| farm a walnut orchard that is due North across a hwy (8 total lanes of traffic) from a church grammar
school. There is also a public high school a quarter mile SE and a church high school a quarter mile
West of my location. There are public roads on 3 sides of my orchard.
| use an air blast orchard sprayer to reach the tops of the walnut trees and a small boom sprayer to
spray weeds around the base of the trees.
| do the following things to keep my neighbors happy and safe:
1. Call the Sutter Co Ag Dept. 24 hours before | spray with the air blast sprayer, even if it is just
fertilizer
2. Do not use any products that have a strong odor
3. NEVER use the air blast when there is a North wind of drift (schools are South of me). (The
wind blows N and S in Yuba City).
4. Do not use the air blast when the schools are in session or there is a lot of cars in the parking
lot (some kind of church function).
5. Start spraying at daylight and do the rows closest to the roads first, so | can be done with
them before traffic gets heavy
6. Do not let spray drift onto the roads, but still stop for any cars that might go by
7. Stop and shut down to let any walkers or bikers go by if | am near the edge of the orchard
8. Keep a personal record of the wind direction and estimated speed at start time and at finish
time
9. Slow the fan speed when near a road to reduce the distance the spray travels (I do not get as
good leaf coverage but that’s the way it goes).
My question is, that considering the recent information regarding Round Up from the WHO, what is
the time table for enacting rules that will protect children that are bordering agricultural areas that
are using this and other pesticides.
My daughter attends a school that is downwind from and shares an extensive border with a Vineyard.
She already has come home, complaining about a weird odor and we found out that pesticides had
been applied that day.
We need new tougher regulations! Agriculture adjacent to schools must take on the responsibility for
the children they are affecting.
| believe the following regulations should be implemented at any site with agriculture next to a school
1. Mandatory reporting to School and Agricultural Commissioner of any spraying 48 hours prior
to spraying. The School should be alerted so that they can monitor the situation and inform
any concerned parents. The Ag commissioner should be notified so that they can conduct
inspections if they deem it necessary. Both entities should be informed separately so that one
is not reliant on the other for their information. The responsibility for reporting fall squarely
on the Agricultural Producer.
2. Monitoring of School Zones. Agricultural producers should be required to pay to monitor their



pesticide applications. Monitoring stations should be located on the school sites. If the Ag
Producers wish to spray dangerous chemicals adjacent to schools, it should be their
responsibility to prove that there is no contamination. They should be required to pay for
ongoing third party testing.
3. A buffer zone should be required between agricultural crops and schools. Physical separation
as well as a hedgerow of plant material will cut down on pesticide drift
4. Violations. It is imperative that any new regulations will be taken seriously by the Agricultural

producers. The San Bernardino Ordinance sets up a $100 fine for a first infestation. This is in
no way adequate. If the DPR is truly interested in change and meaningful regulations the
penalties for violations must have teeth. They are meant to force compliance and not just be
a cost of doing business.
My final concern is that of new research, it is imperative that the Department of Pesticide
Regulation have a way to fast track new research on potentially harmful pesticides and
herbicides and incorporate it into new regulations. As of March 20" 2015, the World Health
Organization reclassified Glyphosate (Round Up) as a probably carcinogenic to humans.
However, according to the San Bernardino Ordinance, since Round up currently only has a
“caution” label; it would not even qualify for any enhanced regulations. This needs to change.

If the Ag Department or the City applies a pesticide on or near our school site and they provide us

notice are we as a school district required to send a written notice home to parents or can we do an

all call phone call. If we have to send a notice home, we need to send the notice to print shop, get it

to the site and then send it to each teacher to send to the parents vs an all call to the parents.

1) Mile buffer zone; 2) 1 week mandatory notice; 3) Investment towards safer alternatives; 4)
Centralized database of all restricted applications, amounts, dates, places...

1) We need a 1-mile buffer zone on this locations elementary school T. Vasques School on Freedom
Blvd and Monte Bella Park, it is approximately 40 yards from the strawberry field; 2) Homes on Monte
Bella Blvd approximately 50 yards need buffer zone; 3) Approximately 6 or 8 months ago, they place
chiropicrin signs where they spray or use their chemicals and it was approximately 50 yards from the
last new homes!

1) Would you send me/us a report of results of today's event? 2) Do you provide any type of help to
those that are sick (ill) from the pesticide? [Commenter provided contact information]

Ca Department of Public Health Report, 2014: Carcinogens, reproductive and development toxicants,
cholinterase inhibition, toxic air contaminants, fumigants --> Over 500,000 lbs. of pesticides applied
within a quarter mail of schools, in just counties in California. 25.1% of students in Monterey County
study in schools with the highest use of pesticides. Consider just one of many studies that shows a 6
times elevated risk of autism for pregnant women exposed to chloropyrifos during pregnancy even
when living a mile away. All this shows --> One mile buffer zones at the minimum and using this area
as agricultural "innovation zones."

Translated: We demand schools be notified at least 1 week before pesticides are applied, regardless if
they are a lot or a little dangerous, our children are sick from so many chemicals in schools, we are
asking for a % mile free of pesticides. Original: Esijimos que se les notifique a las escuelas por lo menos
| semana antes de que se apliquen pesticidas, no importa si son muy omenos peligrosos, nuestros hijos
estan enfermos por tanto quimico en las escuelas, pedimos un cuarto de milla libre de pesticidas.



| am a kindergarten teacher at Hall District Elementary. We have many strawberry fields right next to
our school. | have two students who suffer from asthma so badly that they miss about 2 days of
school a week. A couple years ago a student who was in my class the previous year died of cancer at 6
years old.

| believe that the buffering zone should be at least up to 5 miles because of the wind and atmosphere.

| believe that the idea is very good, intelligent, sophisticatedly, and smart. You have very good ideas.
Yes you're very welcome [Commenter provided her contact information]

| might be preaching to the choir, but it makes sense that we have the smaller buffer zones,
considering the state of California is one of the places in which the majoring of our produce is being
used to "feed" the rest of the country and even the world. It's a business decision it seems to keep the
buffer zones small. The pesticides need to change because at the end of the day it's the humanitarian
thing to do. humans>business. Either the pesticides used are changed or the buffer zones are
increased.

If a presentation on pesticides is being held in a 70% Latinos, then a better way of communication
should have been used. We have a local Radio Station Radio Bilingue 90.9, which is head nation-wide
amongst Latinos. Use it!

If I am required to notify about all applications, who determines those that are acceptable or not
acceptable?

Make sure doctors are trained to identify pesticide illnesses. | would prefer there not be any
pesticides use anywhere, so the comments below are only offered because | know there is not
enough will or support to discontinue them. Suggestion/need: | teach in Soledad, and | live outside
Salinas in the foothills near a field behind my house. Also | have to drive between two fields to get
from my house to Salinas. For years at school, at my home, and on my drive to Salinas, | smell
pesticides, and | see the droplets of pesticides on my windshield. This is what we need: 1) No matter
which pesticide is being sprayed, there should be notification by radio, TV (for residents), and direct
communication to school offices, telling what will be sprayed and when, so that we will know not to
drive through that area at that time, or to stay indoors at that time. 2) We need for pesticides to be
sprayed only when children are not at school and when the fewest people are going through that
area, and when the conditions will discourage drift. 3) I've never known who to call to report smelling
pesticides or to ask what was sprayed. There must be a good way of making sure everyone, both
educated and uneducated, rich and poor - will know about the Ag Commissioners and the DPR.
Everyone knows about 911, so there must be a way to be sure everyone knows, just as well as 911,
who to call to get help, how to test our air. Another issue: | found out about this meeting because |
happen to know someone who told me. There needs to be an efficient way of making sure all public
knows of these meetings. good TV announcements in the news, signs, etc. (in Spanish and English)



Our students at Ohlone are among the poorest. They are being poisoned at among the highest levels
in California. Most are being poisoned by pesticides at our Elementary school, at their homes, and
when they go on to Pajaro Middle School. Many meetings teachers have re: students’ progress, we
ask for testing for learning disabilities - something is off. We are told, "They can't all have learning
disabilities." But, if they are poisoned, yes they can and do. Please help protect our children by having
safe schools for our students to be at without being poisoned. They poor, poisoned students in our
school need powerful advocates who can and will make a difference! Required: Warning --> One
week warning to schools for spraying near schools; Required, Not Optional: Limits to how close to
schools spraying can happen --> 1 mile buffer zone. Stop over use in an effort to use up more than
needed to get more another year. Monitor Drift! Stop already banned (by a certain date) poisons
from being used up near schools.

Presentation was disjointed, fragmented and overall confusing. How does the agency expect the
public to make questions or comment to something they don't understand? The overall impression of
this presentation is that it's just another delay tactics of a government agency that can't and will not
honestly address the needs and concerns of the communities that pay for their own existence. If I'm
wrong, prove it with genuine actions, no more words. Do your job to protect the environment and the
future of all of us.

Prohibit dangerous pesticides, period! Week notice prior to application on fields close to schools and
residential areas. 1 mile regulations - buffer zone to dangerous pesticides

Public education requires our kids to be in schools. Schools need to be safe and healthy
environments. The State has the responsibility to ensure that. Farms can be compatible neighbors
with schools as long as the farms do not use chemical agents that can poison students or negatively
affect their health.

Students are not safe without the current buffer zone and at least a one week notice of spraying.
Teachers are in jeopardy with the pesticide spraying. It is not fair. Please change the regulations to
enforce healthy hearts and minds to all that live within the agriculture area.

Thank you for the Triqui translator. Protect my kids and me. | would love to see enforced 1 mile
buffers and corporate liability for their pesticides from cradle to grave like waste - if your product is
used for injury, it's your responsibility.

The Ag industry continues to promote these pesticides as safe according to EPA guidelines/ standards.
We feel the pesticides are not safe, the limits and measurements are not consistent nor accurate. We
demand a switch to organic sustainable farming methods now!

We need to provide safe learning environments for students. Young children are more vulnerable to
toxins from pesticides, so we must provide a one-mile, mandatory buffer zone. Why is it that methyl
bromide is outlawed in Europe and is considered lethal there, but somehow it's not illegal and is
somehow considered safer in the US? Why did California decide to not allow methyl bromide earlier
then somehow it became legal again? We need to value our children over corporate profit. Why is
this not happening?

We would like to see a sufficient pesticide buffer zone around schools and advance notification of at
least 2 days or more regarding the application of pesticides near schools and neighborhoods.



What data do you collect? Why do you collect this data? Are there other data that could be collected
to have the clearest picture possible? How many actual people analyze the data statewide? What
organizations contribute to the work your agency does? Is any of your work done, contracted outside
of the agency realm? If so, why? Who does the out-of-agency work?

What studies of the airborne portion of the applied pesticide include the off-gassing after absorption
into the soil occurs? Are wind rose studies conducted around schools and made available to the
public? How may we be privy to that information?

Translated: After | got sick from working in the fields with pesticides for 9 years, | had to work in
childcare. The difference | notice nowadays is children from parents that never worked in the fields
are intelligent and calm, whereas the children of parents who work in the fields are clumsy, forgetful,
stubborn and restless. The solution is to move the schools away from the fields, or the ranchers to
take their fields out of the city or county. Original: Desde que imferme travajando en el campo de los
pesticadas por 9 anos, tiene que cuidar ninos, la deferencia que noto hoy en dia que ninos de padres
que nunca trabajaron, en el campo ellos son intelijentes y tranquilos pero padres que trabajan en el
campo sus ninos son torpes holvidadizo tercos he inquietor solucion que las escuelas Alejen de los
campo o los rancheros lleven sus campos fuera de las ciudad o del condado.

Translated: How [So] many children died of stomach cancer in Delano and Fresno from eating grapes
with the chemicals they put on them; they cause cancer in the lungs, stomach and other parts of our
body. Original: Cuantos ninos murieron en Delano y Fresno de canser en el estomago por comer la uba
con los guimicos que les poncn en esos lugare causan caner en los pulmones estomago y otras partes
del cuerpo.

Translated: We need to learn-relearn and educate ourselves with respect to how we labor on Mother
Earth. We need to respect and take into account the legacy and memories of our grandparents and
ancestors on how to work the earth. They have the natural teachings, to which we need to return.
Original: Debemos apreneler-reaprender y educarnos respects a la manera en que se labora en la
Madre Zienna. Los leguolos y memorias de nuestros abuelos y antepasados que laboraban kla zierra
deber ser muy respetados y tomados en cuenta. Zienen la ensenanza natural a la que debemos
retornar.

Translated: It is very important to reduce pesticides around schools but, don’t just say it, we want
actions not just words. It's too much to time to be waiting for more children to get poisoned. Original:
Es muy importante que se reduscan los pestisidas al rededor de las escuela pero no nomas digan qui
queremos echos. No palabras. Es mucho tiempo estan esperanda que alga mas ninos envenenados.

Translated: Thanks for being here, support the reduction of pesticides in residential areas and
schools. Thanks.” Original: Gracias por estar aqui apoyen en que se reduscan los pestisides en la areas
residenerals y escuelas. Gracias.

Translated: My son works in the —fill- (fields?), he has a lot of —factor- of some sort of flu always his
ears too much hair (?). Original: Mi hijo trabara en el fill tiene mucho factor de unfa cono con gripa
siempa oidos demasa pelo.



Translated: Why don’t you use the contaminant detector at the packing plants? In a test done they
found a lot of contaminants. Original: Porque no usan los detector de contaminant en los empaques,
en un examen qu se hizo que hay mucho contamina.

1) Ban the use of chlorpyrifos, 2) Permanently ban the "banking system" of 1,3 Dicholorpropene, 3)
Implement a 1 mile No Pesticide Ban zone around schools, 4) 48 hour notice to schools, 5)
Increase/improve monitoring of pesticide application especially during windy conditions.

1) Incentives for organic farming next to schools, 2) Rules only work with enforcement. New
regulations need to include air monitoring at all schools so we can be sure rules are followed, 3) Wind
needs to be accounted for in all regulation, 4)Pesticides need to be evaluated for effects on children,
adolescents, and pregnant women, 5)Add pesticide into school grading.

1) Whatever warnings exist, they should be in other than English--Spanish--or in easy-to-understand
language. Should include a picture of skull and crossbones to signify "hazardous." 2) Provide pesticide
toxicity education workshops to residents, students, parents, farmworkers in whatever language they
speak. 3)Allow students to miss school session should they or their family so chose after pesticides
have been applied--not penalize children for missing classes should they choose--after a pesticide
application

As a teacher at RMHS, | would like indoor air quality testing to be incorporated into the testing rules.
Our school does not have A/C, our only air comes from our open windows and doors--this means we
also have lots of field dust in our classrooms. | am sure that this is also true of many schools in CA
which are similarly situated. And, of course, all of the residents whose homes are adjacent to fields
would also be concerned with their indoor air quality just as much as outdoor air quality. And
speaking of air quality monitoring, it's my understanding that our RMHS located monitor is due to
expire soon. | would strongly emphasize that air quality monitoring (outdoor and indoor) be
continuous and not just temporary whenever someone sees.

Currently, we at Rio Mesa have been told that pesticide and fumigant applications do not take place
during school hours. However, several times a year | come into my classroom and smell a strong,
unidentified odor. Is there a relationship between fumigant/pesticide drift and this odor? Is it
possible? If so, what is the potential effect on my students? What is the long-term effect of this
exposure to long-term employees of this exposure? Additionally, my concern is the following:
Monsanto, a current manufacturer of pesticides and a former manufacturer of the Agent Orange
herbicide, told our troops in Vietnam that Agent Orange was safe. Since the end of the war Agent
Orange exposure has been tied to a variety of health issues for veterans and others for the
Vietnamese civilians--including birth defects. How can we believe--with certainty--the assurances we
are being given of the safety of these applications of chemicals that are meant to kill living things
(‘cide')?

| was sitting in front of about 7 growers and throughout the whole meeting they were making jokes,
snickering, and being very disrespectful toward the speakers. They need to listen and be willing to
compromise with the workers

| would like to thank everyone that was part of making this workshop possible. This collaboration
should continue taking workers' experiences and culture into account. Provide education that all
parties involved can understand. Education and prevention is the way to go



Maintenance workers are on the school campus at late hours; the workers are here until midnight.
The farmers are spraying at these late hours.

Please make decisions based on sound science and not just uneducated fears from the word
'Pesticides'. We have current strict comprehensive regulations with high safety factors in place which
are based in science. Should schools pay neighbors for additional regulations on them? "Easement"
on others/and due to the school use?

Question: Where does the money derived from fines imposed by DPR on growers go? Suggestion: It
should go back to the community to help fund programs for family members affected by pesticide use

What is the feasibility of planting alternative crops near homes and schools that do not require as
strong pesticides? The revised regulations need to include provisions that address exemptions and
the exemptions process- if exemptions on the quantity of pesticides are granted there needs to be
the studies performed ahead of time to determine if exemptions will increase exposure.
Consideration needs to be given to increasing buffer zones. How are the monitoring data collected
going to be used to revise the buffer zones, application practices around schools? DCP is still
evaluated at Rio Mesa even though the exemptions were terminated, what else can be done?

With the ardent of new Ag chemistry, safer Ag chemical products and more frequently used "soft
chemistry," IGR's, BT's...restrictions continue to strangle growers attempting to make a living.
California remains the most over regulated state in the union, wasting precious resources, time,
energy, etc...let's get back to a workable environment that is mutually beneficial to the environment,
human life, and farmers trying to make a living, providing jobs and generating revenue for both
federal and state agencies and local agencies

Lamont June 4, 2015

As a public agency your mission statement and main role is to protect public interests and regulate
application, specifically directly around sensitive groups. With this being said, know that the
community does not know the difference between restricted and non-restricted chemicals. Therefore
no restriction of one “type” of pesticide should be given priority as the future regulations are drafted.

Buffer zone expanded to a longer distance. Only allowed when school not in session. Fumigations and
ground restrictions needed. Pesticides affect water and the community.



Translated: The Department of Pesticide Regulation has to reduce the use of pesticides in schools and
fields of California for the good of our children, the majority of our children are already intoxicated
because of the pesticides, we are and will continue fighting for the regulations of such poisonous an
deadly chemicals. Let us fight so that our future children can be safe from pesticides. Children are
being born with asthma, with breathing problems, and we parents are concerned about their learning
difficulties at school. This is happening in communities all over California, fumigators in schools must
be careful. Notify schools 1-2 weeks before pesticides are applied in schools. Notify them to close
classroom windows for the protection of everyone during the time the pesticide is being applied.
Alert all school personnel. Likewise, alert those working on the fields. Always remember to provide
training to the workers. Original: El Departamento de Regulacion de pesticida de California que
reduzca el uso de pesticida en las escuelas y en los campos de California para el bien de nuestros nifios
la mayorica, y nifios ya estdn intoxicados a causa de los pesticida estamos y estemos luchando para
que algo regulaciones de quimico tan venenoso y mortal. Luchemos para lograr para los nifios del
futuro que moscan salvas de pesticida. Estdn naciendo nifios con asma sin respiracion padres muy
preocupados por sus nifios escaderes falta de aprendizaje. Esto, esta pasando en las comunidad en
todo California los fumigantes en las escuelas deben de tomar precauciones. Anticipar 1-2 semanas
antes de aplicar el pesticida en las escuelas. Avisar que sierren las ventanas de clase para proteccion
de todos los que evitan a la hora de estar aplicando el pesticida. Poner alerta a todo el personal. Igual
que a los que trabajan en el campos. Siempre no olvidarse de los entrenamientos para los
trabajadores.

| have grandkids in the Huron School. That school is in the middle of the fields. | would like that school
to know then the ranchers apply pesticides to their fields so the children can be kept in the
classrooms

It is sad that still in 2015 our communities, schools and farm workers don’t feel safe from the usage of
pesticides. This is due to the lack of, and poor, regulations that have always sided with the agriculture
business and the communities.

Translated: Do something for our children now, don’t stand around with arms crossed, and also for
the good of everyone because we all are being affected by pesticides; what do you want? Healthier
children, or sick, depressed ones?” Original: Que ya hagan algo que no se queden con los brazos
cruzados para nuestros hijos y también en general por el bienestar de todos porque todos estamos
siendo afectados por los pesticidas que es lo que quieren ustedes tener nifios mas sanos o nifios ni que
estén enfermos y decaidas.



Translated: | am a mother of three and my concern —like most- is the use of pesticides near our
neighborhoods and schools, since my children go to schools just one block away from agricultural
fields. | believe our children deserve as much or more protection than what’s being given to bees,
since we get a % mile protection while the bees have 1 mile, we hope you can make a change. We
know agriculture is necessary and are aware of its importance to the economy. But let’s not wait until
our children exhibit bigger problems. We want protection, both by air and by ground, inform schools
with anticipation, so that they can in turn inform parents and teachers to take preventive measures. If
possible, also inform the type of pesticide and its consequences. Thanks for your actions. Original: Soy
madre de 3 hijos y mi preocupacion como todos es por el uso de pesticidas cerca de nuestros
vecindarios y escuelas ya que mis hijos asisten a escuelas que estdn a solo una cuadra de campos de
agricultura. Creo que nuestros nifios merecen tanta o mas proteccion que la que se da a las abejas.
Puesto que nosotros tenemos proteccion de % milla mientras que las abejas tienen 1 milla confiamos
que pueden hacer un cambio. Sabemos también que la agricultura es necesaria y estamos conscientes
que es importante para la econémica. Pero no esperemos que nuestros nifios presenten problemas
cada vez mas grandes. Queremos proteccion aérea y terrestre, que se informe a loas escuelas
anticipadamente para que a su vez informen a los padres maestros y alumnos para tomar medidas. Si
es posible informen también que tipo de pesticida y sus consecuencias. Gracias por sus acciones.
Would like schools to receive notification before applications, and restrict aerial applications.

Yes, DPR should restrict the time when applications occur when kids are not in schools. Yes, DPR
should restrict certain types and application methods of pesticides. Yes, DPR should put a 2-mile or
more distance from school grounds to where applications are allowed.



Coachella June9, 2015

I am a licensed PCA (in house), and we as a company care about society and the safety of public
health and the environment as well. We do plan our farming carefully and make decisions of
production near schools based on pest pressures and the number of potential applications to end up
with the least chemical usage in these specific sites. We believe that as farmers we are doing our
applications carefully and following labels and local county rules and regulations. | believe that as one
of the most regulated states in the world as far as pest control chemical usage or users, we do not
need extra restrictions because what we already have is working and it will only create more
expenses or losses and extra problems that will only affect our production and in the end, markets
will suffer and prices of commodities will rise. The public in general will end up paying the price of
extra regulations. Another issue comes to mind: if we end up losing pieces of ground next to schools,
they will end up with brushes and hard to control weeds that will not only be a terrible cosmetic
problem bit will serve as hideouts for sex offenders that prey on our children and that by itself is a
terrible consequence of a potential extra regulation or added restriction. Thanks a lot!

New regulations would affect over 1,000 acres of our farm. Some of the ground is Class 1 soil —the
most productive. Buffer zones squeeze agriculture to less productive ground. More restrictions can
reduce the value of the crop that | grow next to schools. | am okay with the % mile buffer for
helicopters. | am not okay with increasing buffer zones for fumigants. Fumigants are restricted
enough! We already apply materials when school is out. This restriction is working well. We have had
no problems. | believe notifying and posting for all applications will lead to hysteria and law suits. We
already post and notify for fumigants — that’s enough.

Schools near farming operations should have a close relationship with the farmer to fully understand
how the farmer operates and understand the farmer’s safety considerations that include the school
or adjacent neighboring property.

We grow vegetables next to the school. The communication between school/farmer could be direct
notification for any application. Or we could notify the Ag. Commissioner even if it is not a restricted
pesticide. We schedule all applications for nights and weekends when no one is at the schools.



our food with fumigants. We must protect community
health by preventing exposure to outdated, toxic fumi-
gants, and protect our food supply by innovating safer
pest control methods that foster healthier soil. Substi-
tuting one dangerous fumigant with other dangerous
fumigants is not the answer.

Instead, California urgently needs to pursue a different
path to protect soil health and invest in research, exten-
sion and support for growers to transition to safe, inno-
vative and profitable fumigant replacements. Promising
replacements exist— such as solarization or anaerobic
soil disinfestation  and need support to become mar
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Establishing protection zones around schools,
homes, parks, businesses and other “sensitive
sites:” Since fumigants can drift at least one mile
from where they are applied, there needs to be at
least a one-mile buffer where fumigants can't be
applied around places where people live, work,

study and play.

. Requiring neighbor notification for all fumigants:

Schools, homes, hospitals and other sites should
all receive notifications before fumigants are
applied near them.

POUT-NOE TRE
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For more information about transitioning California
agriculture to a resilient, fumigant-free future,
please contact:

(Californians for Pesticide Reform

CPR Ph: 510-788-9025

pests@pesticidereform.org
www.PesticideReform.org

ket r ady, at scale.
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While fumigants are still in use, California’s Department of Pesticide Regulation immediately needs to protect California’s
schoolchildren, farmworkers and community members by:

3. Developing stronger regulations on chloropicrin use; These
air monitoring results illustrate the need to tighten
chloropicrin use rules to reduce exposure levels and
better protect children from risk of respiratory illness
and cancer. In addition to establishing one-mile
buffer zones, DPR should recognize chloropicrin as a
carcinogen and ban all non-tarped applications.

4. Commitment to reduce fumigant use: DPR must complete
“risk assessments” for all fumigants in 2015 and propose
added safety measures, as well as a plan to reduce use of

all fumigants.
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Fumiga ts are outdated, toxic technology that undermine soil health.
Sa e replacements are needed to grow our food.

With two young sons, Justin Matlow and his wife were
concerned when they learned that the strawberry field
visible from their backyard was going to be fumigated
with chloropicrin  a cancer-causing pesticide that can
easily drift away from where it’s applied. They were also
conc rn d for their neighbors: 12 children ranging in
age from 3 6 live right next to the field, and over 30
homes are within '2 mile of the property.

As a parent and special education teacher in Monterey
County, Justin has become aware of the health risks that
pesticides pose to children. Consequently, he decided

to conduct air monitoring to measure chloropicrin

Drift Catcher equipment for monitoring the fumigant chloropicrin

in Justin’s backyard where his children play. The tarps of the
fumigated strawberry field are visible in the distance. He found

concentrations of chloropicrin that po e an increased risk of cancer.

concentrations in the air in his backyard where his chil-
dren play. The results were concerning: even at distances
much greater from the fields than state-required buffer
zones, chloropicrin concentrations were above regulators’
levels of health concern, and represented a significantly
increased cancer risk.

Justin’s family and community are not alone. Across Cal-
ifornia, millions of people live, work, study and play in
close proximity to fields where fumigants and other pesti

cides are applied.

Fumigant pesticides pose serious health risks and
degrade soil health

Fumigants are the most dangerous pesticides on the
market. Applied in massive quantities to the soil before
crops are planted, they are among the most toxic and
difficult-ro-control chemicals used in farming. They drift,
poison entire communities, and keep our farm economy
tethered to toxic pesticides.

Fumigants are linked to cancer, reproductive and devel-
opmental harm and groundwater contamination. From
1999 to 2012, fumigants drifting from fields in Cali-
fornia have poisoned at least 1641 workers and commu-
nity members with symptoms of burning eyes, nausea,
headaches, asthma attacks and throat irritation. These
reported poisonings are only the tip of the iceberg, as
most pesticide-related illnesses likely go unreported.!

In 2012, Monterey County was the sixth highest pesti-
cide use county in the state, applying more than 9.2 mil-
lion pounds of agricultural pesticides. Half (50%) of this
use came from just five fumigants: chloropicrin, Telone,
methyl bromide, metam sodium and metam potassium.
That same year, Santa Cruz County applied 1.7 million
pounds of agricultural pesticides, with more than 80% of



this use coming from the
same five fumigants.
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Fumigants are used to

kill soil pests and diseases
before crops are planted,
but in the process, they kill
almost everything in the
soil  including beneficial
bacteria, fungi and organ-
isms that keep the soil
healthy. Soil is a precious
resource: the foundation
of our food supply and 0

California’s agricultural
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economy. By undermining
sound soil stewardship,
fumigants put our food

supply at risk.
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(ancer-causing
chloropicrin is in the air
where Monterey County children live and play

One hundred years ago, chloropicrin was used in World
War I as tear gas and “vomiting gas.” Today, independent
scientists have concluded that lifetime exposure to chloropi-
crin results in “very high” cancer risks. Chloropicrin is the
highest-use pesticide within '+ mile of Monterey County
schools, and a state air monitor stationed at the Salinas
airport showed that concentrations of chloropicrin in the
air exceeded “safe” levels by 40% in 2013. This is especially
concerning because the airport is located much further
away than homes and schools are from fields. Many Mon-
terey County schoolchildren and community members are
breathing air much closer to chloropicrin applications, put-
ting them at risk of even higher exposure.

Monitoring confirms chloropicrin in Watsonville’s
air poses an increased cancer risk— despite state-
required “safer tarps” and buffer zones

In November 2014, Justin Matlow used the “Drift Catcher”
(a community air monitoring device based on the same
technology used by California Air Resources Board) to take
air samples at his home, located 350 and 850 feet away from
two seven-acre fields that were fumigated with chloropicrin
in preparation for strawberry planting, He started sampling
the morning of November 3 when fumigation of the first
field began, and ended on November 12, several days after
fumigation was completed. The chloropicrin application
was done using drip irrigation under “totally impermeable
film” (TIF), a thick tarp that state regulators claim should
dramatically reduce emission from the field.

Average and maximum chloropicrin concentrations in
the air, Watsonville, California, November 3-12, 2014

7.9

DPR short-term child RfC:

2.4 ng/ms3 air
2.4 He

Short term child REL
derived from U.S. EPA =
1.8 ug/m?3

Maximum 12-hour
concentration, Novemb r6

Time-weighted averag
concentration during
fumigation, November 3-6

Note: REL reference exposure level; RfC r ference concentration. The maximum 12-hour
concentration was from the sample taken n 11/6 in the a.m. Values abov each column on th
graph indicate the exact value.

Chloropicrin detections in the air exceeded
regulators'“levels of health concern”

Behind Justin's house, where his children regulatly play
outside, the air monitoring samples documented significant
health risks for children. At the peak 12-hour concentra-
tion, the chloropicrin levels were 4.3 times regulators’ “level
of health concern’ for a one-day exposure for a child.

Over the four-day period of fumigation, the average concen-
tration of chloropicrin in the air in Justin's backyard was at
regulators’ “level of health concern” for a one-day exposure
for a child. Over the full course of the testing, chloropicrin
was detected in 61% of the 12-hour samples collected (11
out of 18 samples). In four of these, samples confirmed that
chloropicrin levels exceeded regulators’ “level of health con-
cern” for a one-day exposure for a child.

Levels of health concern” (known as “Reference Expo
sure Levels RELs)” or “Reference Concentration Levels”
[RfCs]) are levels below which state and federal regulators
don't expect to see harm. However, levels below the REL
or RfC do not necessarily mean that the air is “safe” to
breathe. People are also often exposed to multiple pesti-
cides and/or have differences in their ability to merabolize
toxic substances due to individual variability, illness, or
even medications they may be taking.

Chloropicrin concentrations in the air show
significantly increased cancer risk
The chloropicrin detections found in Warsonville trans-

late into significantly increased cancer risk for people in
this community who live near fields. This cancer risk was

increased based on only nine days’ worth of exposur at
the levels detected in this study. Based on the monitoring
results, we could expect to see a probability of:

+ Nine more cases of cancer per million, for children
exposed from 0 2 years of age

+ 16 more cases of cancer per million, for juvenil s exposed
from 2 16 years of age

18 more cases of cancer per million, for expo ur from
0 9yearsof age

+ 39 more cancer cases per million, for exposure over a life
time 70-year residency

State-required protections for chloropicrin failed to
prevent increased health risks

In January 2015, the California Departm nt of Pesticide
Regulation (DPR) released new rules for chloropicrin
applications to protect community members from unsafe
exposure. These only requir buffer zones (the distance
between a pesticide application and nearby homes or
schools) to protect to levels of chloropicrin in the air of
73 parts per billion (ppb, or 490pg m?*)—a level 25 times
higher than the exposure limit recommended by stat
agency toxicologists and independent scientists.

For the type of application near Justin’s house, th
DPR-specified buffer zone is 40 feet.*” DPR recommends

a 60% buffer zone credit for using TIF. Yet at distances of
350 feet from one field and 850 feet from the other fumi-
gated field, the Drift Catcher still documented chloropicrin
concentrations in the air that pose elevated cancer risk and
are above regulators’ levels of health concern. Chloropicrin

99, 11%
19% 15%
21% 26%
50% 47%
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State rules only require a 40-foot buffer zone for this chloropicrin
application, yet Justin’'s house is located 350 and 850 feet from
the fields and he still found concentrations above regulators’
“levels of health concern” including an increased probability of
18 more cancer cases among children 0 9 years old.

levels at the edge of a 40-foot buffer zone border would
likely have been considerably higher.

These findings demonstrate that the recommended buffer
zone protections that DPR recently finalized would not
have protected Justin Matlow’s children from levels of expo
sure to chloropicrin that pose increased health risks. This
is a concern not only for Justin and his neighbors, but also
for the many families across the Central Coast and the sta
that live near fields fumigated with chloropicrin.

The future of farming is fumigant-free

With strong science showing the human and soil health
risks posed by pesticides, we can no longer continue to grow

All Other
219, sticides
10% Fumigants
o Methyl
21% Bromi):ie

%

CALIFORNIA

SOURCE: CDPRP  CIDE USE REPORTING DATA, 2012



£ Dangers of Pesticide Drift 2

What is a pesticide?
Pesticides are chemicals used in homes and in agricultural fields to kill
weeds, insects, fungi and other pests.

Why are pesticides dangerous?

Many pesticides pose serious health risks, ranging from immediate
effecls—such as nausea, eye irrilation, headaches, skin rash, difficulty
breathing, and asthma altacks—1to diseases that 1ake months or years
to develop, such as birth abnormalities, nervous system problems,
reproductive harm, or cancer.

Children are more vulnerable to pesticides

Children are especially vulnerable to pesticides because their bodies
are still developing. They breathe faster than adults, which means they
inhale pesticides in the air at a higher rate. Also, when children play
they are often in contact with the ground where pesticides build up in
carpets and dust.

What is pesticide drift?

Pesticides used in homes and fields often do not stay where they are

applied. When pesticides move through the air away from their target

as droplets. dusts or invisible gases, it’s called pesticide drift. Over 90%
of pesticides used in
California are prone
to drift.

Can | see or
smell drift?

Sometimes pesticide
drift is very noticeable
as a cloud of pesticide
spray or dust, or an
unpleasant odor. You
may see a peslicide

application by plane. helicopter or tractor. Other times, you may not
smell a foul odor or see a cloud of dust. Still some pesticides can harm
you even if you can’t see or smell them.
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SympTOMSs OF PESTICIDE EXPOSURE
Different pesticides cause different reaclions, but if you’ve been
exposed to pesticides, you may feel:

Y e
|
|
|
]
!

eye, nose or throat nausea, vomiting f

irritation, difficulty

| breathing

}’

! - dizziness, tremors,
] skin irritation, rash T
J

blurred vision, eye

b =
5l

i VBT irritation ; j“ :
. stomach aches, excessive %
t diarrhea

sweating, fever jg ﬂ_\

Maybe It’s Not the Flu?

Symptoms of pesticide exposure are often confused with colds,
. flus, diabetes, pregnancy or hangovers. If you feel any of the above
symptoms, especially if they appear quickly, think about where and
when you may have been exposed to pesticides and see a doctor.
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2. Los peligros de la dispersion de los pesticidas en el aire =

¢ Qué son los
pesticidas?

Los pesticidas son sustancias
quimicas empleadas en la casa y
en el campo agrf(:ola" para malar
las malezas. los inseclos, los
hongos y otras plagas.

Por qué son peligrosos
los pesticidas?

Muchos pesticidas representan
un grave peligro para la salud,
ocasionan sintornas inmediatos,
como nausea. irritacién en los
ojos, dolor de cabeza y sarpulli-
dos. También pueden provocar
ataques de asma o pueden cau-
sar enfermedades que tardan
anos en desarrollarse, como son
los defectos de nacimiento. los
problemas del sistema nervioso,
los darios al sistema reproduc-
tivo o el cancer.

Los nifios son mas
vulnerables a los
pesticidas

Los nifos son mas vulnerables
a los pesticidas porque sus
cucrpos estan aun desarrollan-
dose. Los ninos respiran mas
ripido que los adultos y por eso
inhalan mds pesticidas del aire.
También cuando juegan, los

ninos estan mas cerca del piso
donde se acumulan pesticidas
en las alfombras v el polvo.

. Qué es la dispersion
de los pesticidas en el
aire?

Al aplicar los pesticidas en la
casa y en el campo, estos no se
mantienen en el sitio de apli-
cacién. Cuando los pesticidas
se muevan en forma de gotitas,
polvo o gases mvisibles desde
el sitio de aplicacidn, se conoce
como dispersion de pesticidas.
Mas del 90% de los pesticidas
aplicados en California pueden
dispersarse facilinenle.

.Se puede oler o ver
esta dispersion de
pesticidas?

A veces la dispersion de pestici-
das es obvia porque toma forma
de una nube de rocio o de polvo
de pesticidas o tiene un olor
desagradable. Posiblemente ve la
aplicacion de los pesticidas nor
avion, helicéptero o tractor. En
otras ocasiones es posible que
no haya una nube ni mal olor.
Sin embargo, algunos pesticidas
le pueden causar dano auncue
no se vean, ni tengan olor.

DANGER
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|
4 de los siguientes sintomas:

| A irritacion de ojos,
| A nariz o garganta,
L %% dificultad para
A

\+V. ot respirar

irritacion de la
piel, sarpullidos

dolores de cabeza

dolores del
estomago, diarrea

.Quiza no tiene usted la gripe?

A menudo se confunden los sintomas de una exposicion a los
pesticidas con los de un resfrio, la gripe. la diabetes, el embarazo o
la cruda. Si usted sufre algunos de estos sintomas, particularmente |
si aparecen de repente, pregintese jdénde y cudndo podria haberse |
| expuesto a los pesticidas? y vaya al doctor.
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| SINTOMAS DE CONTACTO CON LOS PESTICIDAS
Diferentes pesticidas pueden causar distintos sintoinas, pero si
usted haya siclo expuesto a pesticidas es posible que sufra uno

nausea, vomito

mareos, temblores,
debilidad muscular

vista borrosa, los Py
ojos irritados ;

sudor excesivo,

calentura / ; m‘;

e

PELIGRO



Know Your Rights

e Pesticide drift is illegal! If other
people expose you to pesticides, they are
breaking the law.

* You may, and should, report all
pesticide drift immediately whether
you are sick or not. see next pages for details.

* You have the right to know what pesticide

has been applied. Contact your local County
Agriculture Commissioner’s office, listed on the last page.

Farmworkers and other workers
also have these rights:

o Employers must provide transportation to take pesficide-
exposed workers to the doctor or hospital.

o Employers must cover medical costs of pesticide illness if
you are exposed to pesticides at work.

e ltis illegal fo fire workers for reporting pesticide drift or
for seeking medical attention if exposed to pesticides.

Where are you at risk of pesticide drift?

At work

Farmworkers and workers in forestry,
landscaping or construction who
work outside are especially at risk.

At home

Pesticides may drift in through

open doors and windows, may be
carried in on clothing, or result
from home and garden use. Wash
contaminated surfaces. When hosing
down contaminated cars or outdoor
arecas, do not let the water drain into
children’s play areas.

At school

Pesticides are used in school play-
grounds and fields to kill weeds and
in classrooms to kill insects. Drift
may carry pesticides from nearby
agricultural fields.

When driving
Especially at night when many
pesticide applications occur.




Conozca sus derechos

e ;La dispersion de pesticidas es ilegal! Si
otra persona lo expone a usted a los pesticidas,
estd violando la ley.

e Usted puede y debe reportar cualquier
incidente de dispersion de pesticidas

aunque no se haya enfermado. vea las proximas
paginas para obtener mas detalfes.

o Usted iene el derecho de saber qué pesticida

fue aplicado. Comuniquese con la oficina local del Comisionado
Agricola del condado, la cual aparece en la lista provista en la ultima
pagina.

Los trabajadores agricolas y demas
trabajadores también tienen los siguientes
derechos:

o [l patron tiene que proveer transporte para que los trabajadores
expuestos a los pesticidas vayan al médico o al hospital.

* l pairon fiene que cubrir los costos médicos de las
enfermedades causadas por los pesticidas si usted estuvo
expuesto en el trabajo.

o Esilegal despedir a un trabajador por haber reportado un
incidente de dispersion de pesticidas o por haber solicitado
atencion médica fras haber sufrido una exposicion a pesticidas.

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS

;Donde estamos expuestos al peligro
por la dispersion de los pesticidas?

En el trabajo

T.as personas que Irabajan en la
agricultura, la industria maderera,
la jardineria, la construccion.

En la casa

ILos pesticidas pueden entrar a

la casa a través de las ventanas

y puertas abiertas, con la ropa
contaminada o por el uso de estas
sustancias en el jardin o dentro del
hogar. Lave todas las superficies
contamninadas. Al lavar los carros u
otras dreas contamninadas, no deje
que el agna escurre hacia donde

los ninos juegan.

En la escuela

Se aplican pesticidas en los
campos de deporte, de recreo y en
las aulas para matar a los inscctos
o hierbas. También los pesticidas
pueden dispersarse hacia la
escuela desde los camnpos agricolas
cercanos.

Mientras maneja
Especialmente de noche, porque
es cuando se aplican muchos
pesticidas.

CONOZCA SUS DERECHOS




What To Do If You Are Exposed To Pesticides...

AT HOME
= Leave the area immediately:

* Close vour windows and turn off your air
conditioning or heater.

* Leave the area immediately or call 911 if you
feel 100 sick lo drive.

* Change out of your contaminated clothes
and shower with warm water and soap.

* If you think your clothes were hit by pes-
ticides, put them in a paper bag, then scal
inside a plastic bag for testing. Otherwise,
wash them separalely from other laundry.

= Wam your neighbors.

= Call for help: If you feel seriously ill, call 911.
Otherwise, call your County Agriculture
Cominissioner (see last page).

~ " .
= See a doctor: If you experience any symploms
of peslicide exposure, see a doctor immediately.

= Report pesticide incident: report pesticide drift
and pesticide exposure each and every time it
happens (see page 4).

= Record everything: Write down all of the
details of the exposure before you torget
anything (see page 5).

= Organize your community: Talk Lo others
who may have been exposed and tell
them to report their exposure Loo. Put
pressure on local agencies to make sure
thatl your case is dealt with! Call local
communily organizations for assistance.

AT WORK
= Tell your supervisor immediately!

= See a doctor if you experience any
svmptoms of pesticide exposure.
Your employer has to provide
transportation to get you to the
doctor immediately.

= Ask your supervisor or employer which
pesticide you were exposed 1o and

tell the doctor.

= You don’t have to pay for any medical
care for pesticide illness if you were
exposed to pesticides on the job.

= Remember! Tt is illegal to fire workers
for reporting pesticide drift or for
seeking medical attention if exposed
to pesticides.

-~ .

= If you need h8|p call a community
support organization or a local
leader.
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Seeing a doctor...

Visit a doctor immediat:g if you feel
any symptoms of pesticide poisoning!

Many doctors do not know the symptoms of pesticide poison-
ing. Sometimes they confuse pesticide exposure with colds,
flus, food poisoning or hangovers. You may need fo try to
convince them that your illness is related to pesticides. Tell
them what you know about how you were exposed and the
pesticides involved.

Be clear & persistent! Remember
to ask the doctor to:
e Do a blood fest and urine fest for pesticides

e Report your poisoning fo your county’s Health Officer.
California law requires that doctors report all known or
suspected pesticide illnesses within 24 hours. Be prepared
to ask firmly! For example, you could say: "1 believe |
was poisoned by pesticides. |'would like you to report this
to the County Health Officer. Will you do that?"

Who will pay the medical bills?
o [fyou are exposed to pesticides while working, your
medical costs must be paid by workers' compensation
insurance.
e If you hecome ill from an exposure to agricultural pesti-
cides at school, at home o while driving (anywhere not
at work), the pesticide applicator or farmer who caused
the exposure may be required to pay your immediate
medical costs not covered by insurance. Make sure your
doctor files a report about your illness and follow up with
your County Agriculture Commissioner (see last page).




Lo que se debe hacer en caso de estar expuesto a los pesticidas...

EN LA CASA
= Retirese del area de inmediato:

e Cierre las venlanas y apague el aire
o la calefaccion.

* Retirese del area de inmediato o
llame al 911 si se siente demasiado
enfermo como para manejar.

* Quitese la ropa contaminada y
baiiese con agua tibia y jabon.

¢ Si piensa que su ropa esta contami-
nada por los pesticidas, coléqucla
en una bolsa de papel y después
séllela’en una bolsa de plastico para
gue puieda ser examinada. Sino,
lavela por aparte de su otra ropa.

= Avise a sus vecinos.

= Llame para solicitar asistencia: Si sc
siente gravemente enfermo, llame
al 911. Sino, lamne al Comnisionado
Agricola de su condado (vea la wltima
pagina).

= Vaya al doctor: Si sufre de algiin
sintoma de una exposicién a los
pesticidas, vaya de inmediato al
doctor.

> Reporte el incidente con los pesticidas:
Reporte la dispersion y las exposi-

ciones a los pesticidas cada y todas las

veces gque ocurrarn (vea la pagina 4).
. 8
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~ Apunte todo: Apunte todos los detalles
de la exposicion anles de olvidarse de
algo que ocurrid (vea la pagina 5).

WHAT TO DO

= Organicense en la comunidad: Hable
con otras personas quienes hayan
sufrido una exposicion y pidales que
la reporten también. jPresione a las
agencias locales para que investiguen
su caso! Llame a las organizaciones
comunilarias para apoyar y ayudarlo.

EN EL TRABAJO
Z jinformelo inmediatamente a su supervi-
sor!

= Vaya al doctor: Si sufre de algiin sin-
loma de una exposicién a los pesti-
cidas. Su patron tiene que ofrecerlo
Iransporle para que vaya al doclor de
inmediato.

> Preguintele a su supervisor o al patrén
a qué pesticida estuvo expueslo y
digaselo a su doctor.

= Si usted estuvo expuesto a los
pesticidas en el trabajo, usted no
tiene que pagar nada por la atencion
médica que necesite debido a las
enfermedades que sufra.

= jAcuérdese! Es ilegal despedirlo a un
trabajador por reportar la dispersion
de pesticidas o por haber buscado
atencion médica tras ser expuesto a
ellos.

S ] .

= Si necesita ayuda llame a una
organizacion de apoyo comunitario
o a un lider local.

Vaya al médico. .. ]

Vaya inmediatamente al médico si sufre de algun
sintoma de envenenamiento por. pesticidas

Muchos médicos desconocen los sinfomas del envenenamiento por pesicidus.
A veces confunden una exposicion a los pesticidas con un resfrio, una gripe,
una intoxicacion por alimentos o una resaca (cruda). Posiblemente, usted
tendrd que convencer al médico de que sus sintomas se relacionan con una
intoxicacion por pesticidas. Digales todo lo que usted sabe de como fue
expuesto y el nombre de los pesticidas.

iSea claro y persistente! Recuerde pedirle al
doctor que:
e Haga un examen de sangre y de orinas para lu presencia de pesticidoss

o Reporte su caso de envenenamiento al Encargado de Salud de su con-
dado. Segun la ley de California, todo incidente de envenenamiento por
pesticidas, ya sea comprobado o sospechado, se debe reportar antes de
que transcurran 24 horas. Si es necesario, jinsista fuertemente en que su
caso sea reportado! Por ejemplo, usted podria decir a su médico: “Creo
que sufro de una intoxicacion por pesticidas y quisiera que usted reporte
mi caso al Encargado de Salud del condado (en inglés, “County Health
Officer"). ;Podria usted hacerlo?”

. Quién pagara los costos médicos?
o Si estd expuesto a los pesficidas en el trabajo, los costos médicos tiene que
ser pagados por el sequro de compensacion laboral.
e S usted se enferma debido a los pesticidas agricolas en | escuela, en su
tasa, mientras maneja (en cualquier lugar no relacionado con el trabajo),
el agricultor o la comparia que aplicd los pesticidas pueden verse obliga-
dos a pagar los gastos médicos no cubiertos por el seguro. Asegirese de
que el médico presente un informe sobre su enfermedad y siga su caso
con el Comisionado Agricola del condado (vea la dltima pagina).

LO QUE DEBERIA HACER




@))) Always Report Pesticide Drift & Exposure! ((;

How to report drift

4 Who to call:
e During business hours: Call the County
Agriculture Commissioner (CAC, see
contact numbers on last page).

o Evenings & weekends: Fach county is different.

See last page for whom to call.

* In emergencies: If you or your children feel
seriously ill, call 911.

If you called another agency or 911 after being drifted on,
remember to call the CAC afterwards to report drift.

Make specific requests: “T am asking
you to come here and test my children’s
clothes for pesticide residues. Will you do
this?” Follow up, e.g. if not, why not?

4 Ask the County Agriculture
Commissioner to:
* [nvestigate the drift incident Lo determine
if laws were broken. If' something illegal

happened, CACs mnay issue fines to the
company that broke the law.

o Test clothes/cars/leaves, etc. for pesticide
residue. This is part of an investigation.
Wrap any clothes that were drifted on
in a paper bag then seal inside plastic
bags —if you want the CAC to test themn,
don’t wash them!

e Give you a written report of your
complaint.

e Call you back to tell you the slatus of the
investigation.

4 Write everything down: Write down
all the details of the drift incident so
that you don't forget them (see page 5).
Every time you talk to a county or statc
official, write down notes about every
conversation — date. time, what you asked
them, what they toldiyou.

Helpful Tips

Join with other people. There is power in
numbers! It's much harder for the authorities to
ignore a group of people than it is to ignore only
one person. Tell others to report the incident.

Be persistent!

Call a community support group for

& Remember, even if it feeks like it's not

help if you don't want to call the authorities
yourself, or if they don't do anything.

making a difference, it is!

Your Action Can Make A Difference!

Why you should report pesticide drift
and exposure:

« Prevent drift in your local area: If
county authorities recognize that drift
is happening, they may fine the person/
company who drifted onto you. When
growers/applicators know that they are
being watched, they tend to be inore
careful.

» Possibly receive reimbursement for medical
costs: If you were poisoned at school,
at home or while driving (anvwhere
not at work), the grower or applicator
who drifted on you may be responsible
for paving your medical costs related
to the drift. This cannot happen if you
don’t report the drift incident to the
authorities.

« Create a record to show that it's a
problem: Many authorities don’t believe
that drift is a problem—the more calls
they get, the more they’ll know that it’s
happening regularly. When we report
drift, local and state agencies keep track
of the number of pesticide poisonings.
This makes it harder for them to ignore!




@))) iSiempre reporte la dispersion y exposiciones a los pesticidas! (( !

Como reportar una dispersion

A quién llamar:

e Durante las horas habiles:
Llame al Comnisionado
Agricola de su condado
(CACG, vea los niuneros
de teléfono en lailtima
pagina).

e De noche y en los fines de semana:

Depende del condado
(vea la ultuma pagina
para saber a quién
Hlamar)

* En caso de emergencia:
Si usted o uno de
sus ninos se siertte
gravemente enfermo,

llame al 911

Si llamaste a otra agencia o al 911
despues de estar expuesto, recuerde

llamar después al CAC para,reportar el

incidente.

M Pida cosas especificas:

“Quiero que se venga
aca para que examine

la ropa de mis ninos a
ver si esld contaminada
con peslicidas. ;Lo va a
hacer? Déle seguimiento,
por ¢jemlo. Si no quieren
venir preguule jpor qué’

1 Pidale al Comisionado

Agricola del condado

que:

* Investigue la dispersion
de pesticidas para
determinar si se ha roto
la ley. EI CAC podria
aplicar una multa a la
compaiiia infractora.

o Examine la ropa/los carros/la
vegetacion, etcétera en busca
de residuos de pestitidas.
Estoforma parte de una
investigacion. Coloque

la ropa contaminada en
una bolsa de papel y
después séllela en una
bolsa de plastico—si
desea que el CAC la
examine, jno la lave!

» Déle un reporte escrito de
la queja.

* Llamelo para informarle
sobre el progreso de la
investigacién.

Apunte todo lo ocurrido:
Apunte todos los detalles
del incidente para que
no los olvide (vea la
pagina 5). Cada vez que
usted converse con un
funcionario estatal o del
condado, tome apuntes
sobre la conversacién—la
fecha ¥ hora, lo que
usted les pidié y cémo
respondicromn,

Consejos atiles
& Unase a otras personas. jLa fuerza estd en los

£ Contacte a un grupo de apoyo comunitario

iSus acciones cuentan!

¢Por qué debe reportar cualquier exposicion a,
o dispersion de los pesticidas?

» Para prevenir la dispersion en su localidad:

si las autoridades del condado
reconocen la dispersion de pesticidas,
podrian aplicar una multa a la persona/
compaiiia responsable. Cuando los
agricultores y las compaiifas de fumigacion
saben que los vigilan, son mds cuidadosos.

Para que pueda recibir un reembolso por
los gastos médicos: si fue envenenado
en la escuela, la casa o al conducir (en
cualquier lugar fuera del trabajo), el
agricullor o la compaiiia de fumigacién
puede ser responsable de los gaslos
médicos relacionados con el incidente.
Esto solo si usted reporta el caso a las
autoridades.

Para que se establezca un historial
que documente el problema: muchas
autoridades no creen que la dispersién de

pesticidas es un problema—entre mais
llamadas reciban, mejor se documentara
el problema. Cuando reportamos la
dispersion de peslicidas, las agencias

para recibir ayuda si no quiere lamar directamente
¢ los autoridades o si éstas no actban.

i Recuerde, aunque no lo parezca jsus acciones
tuentan! " o

locales y estatales mantienen un control
del namero de envenenamientos. jFsto
hace mas dificil ignorar el problemal

numeros! Es mds dificil que las autoridades ignoren a un
grupo de personas que a un solo individuo. Pida a otras
personas que reporten el incidente.

& jSea persistente!
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My name is ||} | tcach 4th grade here in

Salinas. My students have bodies and brains that are still
developing. So any environmental insult affects them more
than you or me. | try to teach them to eat healthy diets and
get exercise. | cannot, however, teach them to breathe
healthier air. With air, there’s no choice. You take pot luck,
inhaling every minute of every day, no matter what is in that
air.

That's why we insist on a one-mile pesticide-free buffer
zone around schools.

We must reduce the risks from pesticide drift. We are
finding frightening levels of highly hazardous pesticides,
including ca cer-causing chemicals in the air our children
breathe at school and in the bodies of pregnant women, and
children in the Salinas Valley. Current policies here, have
failed to protect schoolchildren from the health threats posed
by pesticides.

Several studies by University of California scientists have
found pesticides like brain-harming chlorpyrifos at elevated
levels in woman and children who live up to one mile away
from pesticide application sites. Fumigants, like chloropicrin
and Telone, traveling more than a quarter mile, have been
measured in recent years, above health levels of co ce n
at the Salinas airport. The Pesticide Research Institute
reports that “poisonings from post-application drift have
occurred at least half a mile away, and symptoms have been
reported up to a couple miles away.” It was just 10 years
ago that 300 people in North Salinas, within city limits, who
lived within 3 miles of a chloropicrin application site, were
either poisoned or suffered effects from a pesticide drift.
According to Department of Pesticide Regulation records, in
2009, a Monterey County elementary school PE class was
hit with drifting pesticides applied on a spinach field 940 feet
away, leaving 11 children and their teachers exhibiting



burning eyes; itchy and burning hands, arms, and cheeks:
bumps on arms and legs; and nausea, among other
symptoms. In some cases, the symptoms lasted for days.
(#)

Just last month, there was an unauthorized and illegal
application of several pesticides while school was in session,
with students outdoors, at Hall Elementary. At Ohlone
Elementary, earlier in the month, a teacher was told by the
Ag Commissioner’s office that they couldn’t do anything
about a pesticide application, because it was 700 feet from
the school.

One might discount the danger because of the countable
number of acute poisonings. That would be a monumental
error. Very few people die from acute toxicity caused by
tobacco. You don't eat cigarette stew and die the same day.
That’s not how tobacco kills. Millions, however die annually
from a slow trickle of chronic or second-hand exposure.
Pesticides act in a similar way. Same-day effects are the tip
of the iceberg. It's the nameless unidentified
consequences that devastate lives on a large scale, without
anyone knowing why. We are surrounded by a sea of fields,
most of them receiving pesticide applications regularly. The
science is clear. If you understand science, and know how
to multiply, then you understand that the people of Salinas
are paying for cheap produce with our brains, lungs, spinal
columns, and lives.

We've heard that Monterey County has a “practice” of
500 foot buffer zones, without the actual force of law or
regulation, and Santa Cruz County an ordinance requiring
200 foot buffer zones around schools when children are
present. Let's hope there isn’t a scout meeting after school
in Room 19. It's not enough. Salmon get better pesticide
buffer zones than that.



Push the pesticides back a mile to reduce the risks. And
let schools know a week in advance when pesticides are
being applied. We want our students to be safe, and we
assert a right to be fully informed.
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This map shows reported pesticide use in areas surrounding Salinas, Calif., schools.
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Food & Water Watch champions healthy food and clean water for all. We stand up to
corporations that put profits before people, and advocate for a democracy that improves
people’s lives and protects our environment.

As we know Children are particularly susceptible to the effects of pesticide exposure because
they have developing organ systems that are more vulnerable and less able to detoxify toxic
chemicals.

So its infuriating and heartbreaking that we are continually exposing our children and community
to these harmful pesticides while there are safer and organic options that have been around for
thousands of years. The pesticides we are using are causing birth defects, asthma, cancer and
multiple neurological disorders.

This isn't only a public health issue but a Civil Rights issue as proven in previous cases. Why
are latinos and communities of color always the first to take the risks and always last to reap
any of the rewards of our agricultural and energy industry. Not only are latinos children twice as
likely to go to a school near areas where pesticides are being sprayed, but they are also twice
as likely to attend school near an oil and gas well. Which has also been linked to asthma, nose
bleeds, and birth defects. So we are being poisoned through our air, water, and soil at a higher
rate than any other communities in our state.

Pesticide exposure also occurs through consuming food. Research has shown that switching
children to an organic diet drastically reduces their exposure to organophosphates, a toxic class
of pesticides. But many in our community don't have access to organic options, so we are being
poisoned at the source then again when we later consume this produce.

But some farmers have been growing strawberries for years without methyl bromide. Like Jim
Cochran, of Swanton Berry Farm by Santa Cruz. Cochran is also the first farmer to grow organic
strawberries in here in California.

Farmers are now using several methods including mustard meal and a technique called
Anaerobic Soil Disinfestation (ASD) instead of methyl bromide. These are just some of the
methods to help kick our toxic pesticide addiction. But at the same time we have to be careful,
that once we phase out these toxic pesticides they aren’t replaced with something just as
harmful. Thats why we need an immediate ban on these toxics pesticides near schools, and
require growers to transition to organic options.

We are putting profits ahead of the health of our children, which is disgusting and needs to stop
now.



Reduce pesticide use near schools/ Reducir el uso de pesticidas cerca de las escuelas
petition/peticion

Lkt




Reduce pesticide use near schools/ Reducir el uso de pesticidas cerca de las escuelas
petition/peticion

Eduado (peeateds O d Lo

Fe-pnoso @ i

Orngre)

o nard

ISC@(U

ok 60

GY\X(AC(
Resies

'4{? Oxvesct




Reduce pesticide use near schools/ Reducir el uso de pesticidas cerca de las escuelas
petition/peticion

4

Manns. o e




Reduce pesticide use near schools/ Reducir el uso de pesticidas cerca de las escuelas
petition/peticion

C&#M@M C/Mi




Reduce pesticide use near schools/ Reducir el uso de pesticidas cerca de las escuelas
petition/peticion

ay

o

Foly, A




Reduce pesticide use near schools/ Reducir el uso de pesticidas cerca de las escuelas
petition/peticion

74

C

F\\\ Ma{_

Vo O /”(C-f(’/ ¢ zf‘fg’_ 1 & &




Reduce pesticide use near schools/ Reducir el uso de pesticidas cerca de las escuelas
petition/peticién

L) 2o 4
‘U

X/ d
NN
e\l

bl gl
o (G

(lohsea )a«ﬂ Orned




/20

Reduce pesticide use near schools/ Reducir el uso de pesticidas cerca de las escuelas

petition/peticion

Name/nombre

Signature/firma

City/ciudad

dyaneg

Celdero i

3

rang [

T

SN

t )

i

o

/Moo
\z%

S
—{oun

(.
Q/[W,&e\ ow? b

S Jo
/W//w

C\(j sl C \/ “and g
\oldovinos ot
L vene Scxn’rq
Eﬂriqua_ C@ Yaola
Q\er\e
aed
(Aarce %gz %/ Ox
Ve vonoco Sovtor
Lawndeves. wlev,
! CA.
PAuU/P Lvr g SArT

Prvl #









































































Salinas — June 2, 2015

5" written comment (original in Spanish) “We demand schools be notified at least 1 week before

pesticides are applied, regardless if they are a lot or a little dangerous, our children are sick from so
many chemicals in schools, we are asking for a % mile free of pesticides.”

Ventura/Oxnard — June 3, 2015

1* written comment (original in Spanish) "After | got sick from working in the fields with pesticides for 9

years, | had to work in childcare. The difference | notice nowadays is children from parents that never
worked in the fields are intelligent and calm, whereas the children of parents who work in the fields are
clumsy, forgetful, stubborn and restless. The solution is to move the schools away from the fields, or the
ranchers to take their fields out of the city or county."

2" written comment (original in Spanish)“How [So] many children died of stomach cancer in Delano

and Fresno from eating grapes with the chemicals they put on them; they cause cancer in the lungs,
stomach and other parts of our body.”

3" written comment (original in Spanish) “We need to learn-relearn and educate ourselves with respect

to how we labor on Mother Earth. We need to respect and take into account the legacy and memories
of our grandparents and ancestors on how to work the earth. They have the natural teachings, to which
we need to return.”

4™ written comment (original in Spanish) “It is very important to reduce pesticides around schools but,

don't just say it, we want actions not just words. It’s too much to time to be waiting for more children to
get poisoned.”

5™ written comment (original in Spanish) “Thanks for being here, support the reduction of pesticides in

residential areas and schools. Thanks.”

6" written comment (original in Spanish) “My son works in the —fill- (fields?), he has a lot of —factor- of

some sort of flu always his ears too much hair (?).”

7" written comment (original in Spanish) “Why don’t you use the contaminant detector at the packing

plants? In a test done they found a lot of contaminants.”

Lamont — June 4, 2015

3" written comment (original in Spanish) “The Department of Pesticide Regulation has to reduce the use

of pesticides in schools and fields of California for the good of our children, the majority of our children
are already intoxicated because of the pesticides, we are and will continue fighting for the regulations of
such poisonous an deadly chemicals. Let us fight so that our future children can be safe from pesticides.



Children are being born with asthma, with breathing problems, and we parents are concerned about
their learning difficulties at school. This is happening in communities all over California, fumigators in
schools must be careful. Notify schools 1-2 weeks before pesticides are applied in schools. Notify them
to close classroom windows for the protection of everyone during the time the pesticide is being
applied. Alert all school personnel. Likewise, alert those working on the fields. Always remember to
provide training to the workers.”

Lamont- June 4, 2015 (continued)

6" written comment (original in Spanish) “Do something for our children now, don’t stand around with

arms crossed, and also for the good of everyone because we all are being affected by pesticides; what
do you want? Healthier children, or sick, depressed ones?”

7" written comment (original in Spanish) “I am a mother of three and my concern —like most- is the use

of pesticides near our neighborhoods and schools, since my children go to schools just one block away
from agricultural fields. | believe our children deserve as much or more protection than what’s being
given to bees, since we get a % mile protection while the bees have 1 mile, we hope you can make a
change. We know agriculture is necessary and are aware of its importance to the economy. But let’s not
wait until our children exhibit bigger problems. We want protection, both by air and by ground, inform
schools with anticipation, so that they can in turn inform parents and teachers to take preventive
measures. If possible, also inform the type of pesticide and its consequences. Thanks for your actions.”





